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The Wenonah Warbler is published annually for campers,
POLARIS/WCIT participants, Outdoor Education Centre groups,
Women’s Weekend participants, alumni and friends of Camp Wenonah.

Contributors: Caron Brick, Mike Stewart, Joseph Taylor,
Cam Rowlands, Sharon Ford, Will Stratton, Shannon Senyk,
Dylan Shaul, Renata Bradshaw
and Jeff Bradshaw

Jeff’s Jottings!
Shikoku Canadian Global Camp
in Takamatsu, Japan.
Inside this edition of the Warbler:
• 2010 Completed Site, Facility and

It’s been another great year for all of
us associated with Camp Wenonah
and we’re pleased to share with you
some wonderful moments from the
2010 season as well as a look ahead
to 2011.
Co-Directors Mike Stewart and
Renata Bradshaw, Associate Director
Caron Brick, Executive Chef Brad
Laidlaw, Assistant Director Andrew
Cohrs, Period Five Director Jason
Monteith and WEEnonah Directors
Maia Bradshaw and Will Stratton are
all to be congratulated for all their
work towards another terrific year for
Camp Wenonah, our popular
Women’s Weekend programs and
The Camp Wenonah Centre for
Outdoor Education.
We also want to recognize Oliver
Gatalo (Director), Emma Pickard
(Girls Director) and Cam Rowlands
(Boys Director) who represented
Wenonah and gave direction to the
10th anniversary season of the

Program Initiatives
• Find out who received Five Year
and Ten Year Camper Awards.
• Catch-up with some familiar
Wenonah names.
• 2010 Schaefer Scholarships are
awarded to Anthony “Bootsie” Best,
Greg Brown, Emma Pickard and
Dan Sadler.
• 2010 Simon Wells First Year Staff
Leadership Awards are presented to
Erin Budd and Jack Tillmann.
• Results from a thrilling 2010
Wenonah Games season.
• The 2011 Wenonah Foundation
Golf Classic honours Tony Hughes
and Anthony Hughes Productions.
• We offer thanks to the many recent
Wenonah Foundation donors.
And, much, much more!

On behalf of the Wenonah
Management Team (Caron, Stewy,
Renata), our Associate Directors
(Simon, Jason, Liz, Barb), our Assistant
Director (Andrew Cohrs) our staff and
the entire Wenonah community, our
very best wishes for a happy and
healthy 2011!
See you at Camp!

Jeff Bradshaw
Founder / Owner / Senior Director
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ANTHONY “BOOTSIE” BEST
- 2010 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

A

sk an entire generation of campers
and staff to tell you about Bootsie, and they
will talk about his energy, his sense of
humour, and his willingness to help out
whenever and wherever he could. Not
many can say they have had the impact on
Camp over as many seasons and in as many
different roles as Bootsie.

SCHAEFER SCHOLARSHIPS

S

ince its inception, Camp Wenonah has
been nurtured by a large number of people who
have worked passionately towards providing the
very best in program, leadership, service and facility.
Two individuals who have contributed greatly to
Wenonah are Jeff’s parents, Patricia & Bruce
Schaefer.
Over 50 years ago, Pat founded the Burlington
Dance Academy in Burlington, Ontario and until
her recent retirement, was the Director of one of the
most acclaimed schools of dance in Canada. Bruce
spent most of his career with Valley City
Manufacturing in Dundas, Ontario where he rose to
be Vice President of the company. Over the years,
Pat and Bruce have provided sage advice and
counsel and have demonstrated their commitment
to Wenonah in many practical and meaningful
ways. In 1998, Pat made available the space for
Wenonah’s Main Office on Commerce Court in
Burlington and redesigned the office for the use of
the full-time administrative staff. Bruce travelled to
Camp for many years and undertook the task of
building new bunks throughout Camp. Pat and
Bruce’s ongoing devotion to Wenonah has been
inspirational.
To honour their significant contributions to
Wenonah, the Schaefer Scholarships were created.
Over the years, Scholarships have been awarded to
Maia Kurzawinski and Brendan Beamish (2003);
Lorraine Sugar, Will Stratton and Jon Woolley
(2004); John Hollingshead, Pam Sidey and Mike
Stewart (2005); Kaleigh Fendley, Matty McEvoy, Jenn
McKye and Jesse Sit (2007); Matt Burke, Andrew
Cohrs, Marie Eve L’Anglais and Craig Mitchell
(2006); Lindsay Babcock, Josh Bradshaw, Shannon
Murray, and Sam Wood (2008); and Alex Campbell,
Steve LeMesurier, Andrea Mager, Cam Rowlands,
and Chris Williamson (2009). A $1,000 prize
accompanies each Scholarship. There is a plaque in
the Main Lodge at Camp honouring each Schaefer
Scholarship recipient.
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Bootsie originally attended Camp QuinMo-Lac, and came to Wenonah as a staff
member in 2000. From the get-go, it was
obvious that he was passionate about Camp. He began his career at
Wenonah as Operations Director, a position that he held for several
Summers. Bootsie often worked the Spring, Summer, and Fall seasons
each year and, in doing so, was instrumental in the opening and closing of
Camp each year. He also helped with a number of large facility projects.
Bootsie returned to Camp in 2009 after a few Summers away. Both
campers and staff members were thrilled to have him at Camp again. He
then embraced a new challenge, as Program Director, this past Summer.
In this role, he was committed to facilitating program excellence in all that
he did. He was concerned with doing his very best, and encouraging
those around him to do the same. On both counts, he succeeded
tremendously. Bootsie never hesitates to lend an ear to someone in need,
and cares deeply about the well-being of everyone at Camp.
Bootsie’s efforts have had an impact on hundreds of campers over the
years. As he looks to his next camping challenge, we know Bootsie will
impact many more in very meaningful ways.

GREG BROWN
- 2010 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

G

reg is beloved at Camp by a great
many. Known for his enthusiasm, and
also his compassion, he is a mentor who
has influenced countless lives during his
years at Wenonah. Just ask the WCITs
who benefitted so much for his leadership
as their Director this past Summer.

Greg’s history at Camp stretches back to
1997, when he attended for the first time
as a young camper. He grew up at Camp
with many close friends, and completed both the POLARIS and WCIT
programs. Greg is a former Resource Staff member, Boys Camp
Counsellor, Creative Director, and, of course, WCIT Director.
Greg is greatly admired by campers and staff alike. Over his years as
a staff member, he has established himself as someone who will go to
great lengths to make the Camp experience a special one. He brings
great creativity and a wonderful sense of fun to all that he does. At
the same time, he is always willing to take a moment with anyone
who requested his advice. His opinions and perspectives are so
valued by everyone, especially those WCITs with whom he worked.
Greg is currently a fourth year student at the University of Guelph,
where he is studying Biological Science and Studio Art.
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EMMA PICKARD

DAN SADLER

- 2010 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

- 2010 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

A

D

simple smile. It doesn’t matter
how busy she is, or how challenging her
day has been, Emma will never hesitate
to share a smile with anybody at Camp.
It’s a nice gesture that can brighten one’s
day, and it is a fine example of the positivity that Emma exudes.
Emma has a long history with Wenonah.
She was a camper, POLARIS, and WCIT
participant. As a staff member, she
worked first with the Period Five program before taking on roles as a
Resource Staff member, Girls Camp Counsellor, Waterfront Director,
and WCIT Director. She also leant her leadership as a Program
Specialist and Group Coordinator to the Outdoor Centre program.
And, this past Summer, she fulfilled one of her goals by travelling to
Japan where she brought her expertise as Girls Director to the Shikoku
Canadian Global Camp.

an holds many talents. Among
other things, he is a terrific athlete and
accomplished musician. At Camp,
however, he distinguishes himself for his
committed leadership. Dan stops at
nothing to complete any task, and also
never hesitates to lend a helping hand
wherever he is needed.
Dan has been a fixture at Wenonah for
years. He first attended Wenonah as a
young camper, before participating in the POLARIS and WCIT
leadership programs. He has since spent four years as a staff
member, first with the Resource Staff team before working as a Boys
Camp Counsellor, POLARIS Director, Assistant Operations Director
and, most recently, Property Director.

The many campers who have been lucky to get to know Emma at
Camp would all agree that she has their best interests at heart. She
cares passionately about them, and be it through an encouraging word
or a sage piece of wisdom Emma has inspired those campers and
WCITs to achieve things they may not believed they could
accomplish. She makes the best of any situation and, in doing so,
makes Camp a better place.

Always eager to take on new responsibility, Dan was a natural
choice to assume charge for the Camp site and facility. At the end
of the Summer, many people commented that Camp had never
looked better which is a tribute to Dan’s eye for detail and sense of
organization. Yet Dan stands out for his ability to inspire those with
whom he works, the high regard in which others hold him, and the
positive reinforcement he shares with anyone he encounters.
People genuinely enjoy working with Dan, and nothing could be a
better testament to his leadership.

Emma is a graduate from the University of Ottawa, where she studied
French and History. She is currently working in Paris, France.

Dan is completing his fourth year at Queens University, where he is
studying Mechanical Engineering.

The 2010 Schaefer Scholarship Recipients
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SIMON WELLS
FIRST YEAR STAFF
LEADERSHIP
AWARD
Simon Wells, over the past 14
seasons, has contributed
immeasurably to life at
Wenonah. While a fulltime
staff member, he influenced a
great many others through his example of dedicated
service and commitment. Simon has also played
the central role in evolving our Outdoor Education
Centre to a point where we now welcome thousands
of schoolchildren each year during Spring and Fall.
And, Simon has been responsible for the ongoing
development and maintenance of our site and
facilities and has overseen significant expansion
and enhancement over the years. Everywhere we
look around Camp, we can see examples of
Simon’s vision and talents.
The Simon Wells First Year Staff Leadership Award
is presented annually to a male and a female first
year staff member and acknowledges the
significant contributions that Simon has made.
Each recipient receives a personal plaque plus a
cash award of $500. As well, there is now a
permanent plaque in the Lodge highlighting the
award recipients.

ERIN BUDD
Not a day went by this
past Summer that we did
not see an example of
Erin’s tremendous
enthusiasm and “can do”
attitude. A natural
leader, Erin has a unique
ability to make the most
out of any situation. She
leads by example, and
embraces opportunities to assume responsibility
and make a meaningful contribution to Camp life.

members. At the same time, Erin has a terrific ability to recognize
what tasks need to be completed, and in doing so exhibiting great
attention to detail. Her judgement is without question.
Throughout the Summer, Erin provided campers with safe, fun,
and memorable trip experiences. Her impact will be
remembered by those campers for years to come.
Erin is a graduate of Holy Trinity School. She is currently a first
year student at McMaster University, where she is studying Health
Sciences.

JACK TILLMANN
Jack’s family has a long history with
Camp Wenonah. He has been joined
at Camp over the years by both siblings
and cousins. Jack himself attended
Camp as a camper, POLARIS, and
WCIT participant for eight years and
established a reputation for his kindness and sincerity.
As a Resource Staff member, Jack met
and exceeded the expectations that were set out for him.
Whether he was assuming responsibilities as a programmer, with
a cabin group, or in a support role, Jack worked hard to ensure to
achieve his very best. He challenged himself in many ways, and
his willingness to embrace those challenges endeared him both to
campers and his peers on the staff team.
Jack has an uncanny ability to develop strong relationships with
anyone. It is because of that ability that the campers with whom
he worked held him in such high regard. Jack makes for a
tremendous role model. He sets a tone that encourages anyone
to feel safe and appreciated. His attitude exemplifies what Camp
is all about.
Jack is active in his community in Orillia, Ontario, where he is
completing his final year at Orillia District Collegiate and
Vocational Institute.

Erin was a long time Wenonah camper, and
completed both the POLARIS and WCIT leadership
programs. Erin has always had a love of the
outdoors, and she shared that love with her peers
in so many ways. When she took her next logical
step and applied to join the Wenonah staff team
this Summer, it was obvious that tripping was
where her passion lay. As a Tripper, Erin took full
advantage of her new role to share that very
passion with the campers whom she led.
Her hallmark is her ability to bring a sense of fun to
every interaction with campers and fellow staff
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Past and Present Simon Wells Leadership Award Recipients
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WENONAH GAMES 2010 RECAP

T

he Wenonah Games season of 2010 had
everyone seeing red. Dawaa red! It was an
emphatic victory by Dawaa as they swept the July
and August Camp Wenonah Games (plus Staff
PreCamp in June!).
Final 2010 Challenge Cup standings:

Dawaa 6,290
Zibbins 6,090
Aki
5,995
2010 also saw the debut of House Captains
(campers and staff).
The Captains line-up:
July House Captains:
Jess McCutcheon & Shaun Rosenthal (Aki)
Lorena de la Maza & Vic Pelton (Dawaa)
Arielle Skolnik & Jamieson Skinner (Zibbins)
August House Captains:
Alanna Sulz & Gavin McGuire (Aki)
Jackie Clark & Aaron Goodbaum (Dawaa)
Monika Low & Peter Webster (Zibbins)
Staff (Full Season):
Aki:
Mieke Barette & Sam Perlmutter (Staff Captains)
Renata Bradshaw & Andrew Cohrs (Assistants)
Dawaa:
Andy Mager & Steve “Moe” LeMesurier (Staff Captains)
Allison Bennett & Dan Sadler (Assistants)
Zibbins:
Ali Hendrick & Ryan Mueller (Staff Captains)
Janette Downie & John “Pops” Brownscombe
(Assistants)
Also in 2010, we presented for the first time, trophies
for the Female and Male Decathlon Champions as
well as the First Place Canoe in the Mickle Island
Camper/Staff Canoe Race.
2010 results:
Female Decathlon:
Hannah Rauseo (July)
Lauren Sudeyko (August)
Male Decathlon:
Jake Stirling (July)
Leon Hees & Mike Tillmann (August)
Mickle Island Camper/Staff Canoe Race (July)
Aki:
Shane Bassett / Colin Hyde / Jake Read
Mickle Island Camper/Staff Canoe Race (August)
Dawaa:
Steve LeMesurier / Ryan Malone / Heather Moher
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THE CAMP WENONAH CENTRE
FOR OUTDOOR EDUCATION

T

he Camp Wenonah Centre For Outdoor Education
welcomes schools and groups from a number of cities and
regions across Ontario (and even Quebec and Alberta!).
Many school groups return to Wenonah annually, as their visit
becomes an important tradition within the school year.
Wenonah offers programs that challenge and stimulate
participants of every age and experience through a traditional
Outdoor Education Centre model. The Wenonah programs
all place a value on community, interdependence, personal
development, and an appreciation and respect for the natural
world.
Each year, we are humbled to receive numerous thoughtful
comments from the groups that join us at Wenonah:

“In my 28 years of leading school groups, The Camp
Wenonah Centre For Outdoor Education ranks as one of the
best I have seen.”
“Wenonah provided us with an all around amazing Camp
experience. Every aspect of the Camp, its facilities, its staff, its
program, its food service, its price meets the standard of
excellence.”

FOUR YEARS

Halton Waldorf School (Burlington)
Hillfield Strathallan College (Hamilton)
Orchard Park Public School (Niagara Falls)

“Your staff are outstanding, flexible, knowledgeable, and
camper centred. You do a wonderful job with groups in a
short period of time.”

THREE YEARS

“The staff team was simply awesome this year! They truly
made the trip!! Their rapport with the students and teachers
was genuine. A memorable Wenonah experience for sure!!”

TWO YEARS

Dr. S.J. Phillips Public School (Oshawa)
Kempenfelt Bay School (Barrie)

Aldergrove Public School (Unionville)

Discover Paddling (Kanata)
Eastdale Collegiate Institute (Oshawa)
École Elementaire Antonine Maillet (Oshawa)
Guthrie Public School (Oro Station)
Lakehead University – Orillia Campus (Orillia)
Tottenham Public School (Tottenham)

NINE YEARS

ONE YEAR

Our sincere thanks to those groups that joined us at Wenonah
this past season:

FOURTEEN YEARS

Haliburton Highlands Secondary School (Haliburton)
Killarney Beach Public School (Lefroy)
Randall Public School (Markham)
Sunshine Montessori School (Stratford)

EIGHT YEARS

Crescent School (Toronto)
École Primaire Les Trois Saisons (Boucherville, QC)
Outdoor Council of Canada (Calgary)
Seaway District High School (Iroquois)
West Hill Collegiate Institute (Toronto)

M.T. Davidson Public School (Callander)

SEVEN YEARS

Ancaster Senior Public School (Ancaster)
Silver Birches Public School (North Bay)
St. Nicholas School (Barrie)

SIX YEARS

Queen Elizabeth Public School (Leamington)

FIVE YEARS

Wismer Public School (Markham)
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“Because of Camp...”

W

e asked campers, staff and alumni on our Wenonah
Facebook Fan Page to complete the sentence “Because of
Camp Wenonah, I...”
Here are some highlights:

“I met girls I am still close with 12 years later.”
“Because of Camp Wenonah I have met many amazing
people, had the greatest summers ever, and have learned
some important things about myself.”
“I have made amazing friends and memories and had the
best five summers of my life!!! And made memories that can
never be replaced!”
“Because of Camp Wenonah, I have a wife and child.”
“I had the 10 best summers of my life. I learned skills and
had experiences that a lot of people only dream of. I made
friends that I still get together with and will do so for the rest
of my life. Because of Camp Wenonah, I have memories that
will last a lifetime.”
“I have truly found a home away from home. Camp means
many things, to each person a new perspective, but it shows
to me that anything is possible. People can find unlikely
friendships in people that they wouldn't talk to at school or in
their community. It can strengthen old friendships and
introduce you to new things like sports you haven't played
before. To me, Camp truly means family, and I have to say,
thank you Camp Wenonah, for all of the great memories I
have, and the memories to come.”
“I would rather go to Camp for 1 day than go on a vacation
for a year. I would rather re-group with old friends and make
new ones than never go to school again (and that’s a lot
coming from me lol). I would rather relive Wenonah games
24/7 than, than..... well anything in the world!!! I love you
Camp, you have changed my life forever and I will never
forget you! Because of Camp I have become a better person
and met better people than I could anywhere else!!!”
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5 YEAR CAMPERS

10 YEAR CAMPERS

t presentations over the Summer, a
personalized, engraved miniature paddle was
given to each camper who celebrated their fifth
year at Wenonah during 2010. We were pleased to
honour the following campers with their 5 Year
Camper Award this past year.

nce again several new names were added to the
growing list of campers celebrating their tenth year at Wenonah.
Each camper was presented with an original piece of stained
glass hand-made by Ted Tiemessen of Think Muskoka to
commemorate their milestone season at Camp.

A

Monique Artt
Eric Backman
Carl Backman
Danielle Bisaillon
Jacob Bradbeer
Lindsay Brown
Emily Chambers
Emilia Cotter
Megan Curtis
Andrew Dell
James Ellis
Lauren Ellis
Gabrielle Faoro
Callum Faulds
Kyle Fischer
Alejandra Gabriela
Galvez Guzman
Lorena Gomez
de la Maza
Luis Fernando Gomez
de la Maza
Daniela Gomez
de la Maza
Kevin Greer
Brooke Harrison
Alexis Harrison
Chantal Harrison
Kieran Hussey
Jennifer Italiano
Nicole Jones
Max Kashin
Helena Kita

Russell Kroll
Andrew Ladouceur
Colin Long
Andrea Long
Kate Loukes
Tabitha Malcomson
Ryan Malone
Emma Murray
Jackie Muru
Dean Myrie
Adam Pain
Andrea Petch
Anton Poldre
Jamie Poole
Michael Quan
Tyler Raymond
Mitchell Roper
Kristen Shorer
Josh Silverman
Graham Skrzypczak
Olyvia Smith
Allison Soule
Madeleine Spadafora
Brett Stirling
Madeline Sutcliffe
Katya Tarasoff
Sarah Tilley
David Wallis
James Warner
Sarah Wilson
Maruf Yakubu
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O

Maisey Kent
Vic Pelton
David Peterson
Tara Quinlan
Stephanie Sutcliffe
Kathleen Nower
Jackie Clark
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Abbey Jagodkin
Katie Jagodkin
Meaghan MacNeill
Gavin McGuire
Alanna Sulz
Michael Tillmann
Mathew Voyce

2010 HEADLINES!

T

he 2010 season marked yet another year of many
enhancements, improvements and innovations around
Wenonah’s program, service and facility.
Just some of the highlights:
 Leadership Campfire Completed!
With special thanks to the July POLARIS, a brand-new
Leadership Campfire was introduced on the shores of
Saw Lake.
 Windows Added to All Original Cabins!
Storm windows were installed in 15 camper cabins
during the Spring.
 Roadside is Transformed into Mahogany!
Roadside, our former program storage building,
underwent a dramatic renovation and was converted to
an office for Co-Directors Renata Bradshaw and Mike
Stewart. This renovation provides Wenonah with more
office space for administration, and gave Renata and
Mike a dedicated office to coordinate Summer Camp
and oversee the Outdoor Centre experience.
 Whitewater Kayaking Returns!
We were thrilled to reintroduce a whitewater kayaking
program to Summer Camp in 2010. Those one month
campers and POLARIS participants who met outlined
prerequisites had the opportunity to develop their
whitewater skills at Camp, and then visit the Gull River
(Minden) for a day of whitewater paddling.
To complement this new program, five new Dagger
whitewater kayaks were purchased and added to the
fleet at Camp.
 PIC Choices Increase!
Five new PICs were introduced at Wenonah in 2010
including:
 Infinite Challenges
 Outdoor Adventure Remixed
 Wilderness Quest
 Drama
 Whitewater Kayaking

 New Summer Camp Menu!
Executive Chef Brad Laidlaw and his team presented a
new menu to much acclaim from campers and staff.
New items included:
 BBQ Pulled Pork Sandwich
 Grilled Chicken Caesar Wrap
 Greek-Style Kabobs with Pita, Tzatziki and
Greek Salad
 Breaded Chicken Schnitzel topped with
Marinara & Asiago Cheese
 Vegetable Stir-Fry with Sweet Chilli Sauce &
Brown Rice
 Multi-Grain Breaded Tilapia with Asian-Style
Vegetables
 Chicken Kiev stuffed with Broccoli & Cheddar
 Health Centre: Old is New!
Two significant upgrades were made to the "old" side of
the Health Centre. A renovation of the washroom was
completed in late April, and the wood floor was
refinished throughout the same section of the building.
 Periods 1A & 1B added!
In response to feedback from our families, two new
one-week Introductory Camp Periods were added at the
beginning of July Camp for 7-13 year olds.
 WCIT program redesigned!
The new WCIT program saw participants immersed in
full group workshops and leadership activities during
the first half of their month at Camp. This was followed
by a one-week internship placement. WCITs chose an
internship in one of three Camp placement areas:
Cabin, Program or Outtripping.
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WENONAH ABROAD:
Lord and Lady Somers
2011

Female Leadership:
ALANNA SULZ

Darwin

Male Staff:
SAM PERLMUTTER

Cairns

Northern Territory

Queensland
Alice Springs

Western Australia

Ayers Rock

Brisbane

South Australia

Perth

Port Augusta

New South Wales
Adelaide

Sydney

Albany

Canberra

Victoria
Melbourne

As reported in last year’s
Warbler, Camp Wenonah has
a unique connection with the
Lord and Lady Somers Camps just south of
Melbourne, Australia. In January 2011, the
Wenonah Abroad program will provide the
opportunity for two leadership participants
and two staff members to enjoy the Somers
experience.
Tasmania
Hobart

Male Leadership:
JAMIESON SKINNER
This was a terrific process for all
concerned.

During 2010, an open contest was held to fill
these spots. 36 members of the Wenonah
community took part in a two stage process to
select the Somers participants. The first stage
involved a comprehensive written application
while the second stage invited creativity in the
form of a two minute video that answered the
question “Why are you the best choice for the
2011 Somers experience?”

Finally, a special thanks to our
Somers Selection Committee:

A Selection Committee, chaired by Wenonah
Associate Director Liz (Mossington) McClounie
and comprised of members of our FOW alumni
group, was struck.
The written component consisted of a blind
review of the applications by the Committee.
Committee members were then invited to visit
the Dropbox website to review the videos. Liz
received those results from the Committee and
we were then able to confirm the successful
applicants by the end of August.

Female Staff:
JANETTE DOWNIE

The effort, creativity and commitment that
everyone showed during the written and video
components was incredible. The Selection
Committee was overwhelmed by the words
written and the images created.
Congratulations to the following who will be
representing Wenonah in January 2011 in
Australia:
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Liz (Mossington) McClounie (Chair)
Linda Bolton
Mike Brewer
Derrick Dew
Barb Janicek
Matty McEvoy
Jenn McKye
Andrew Sankey
Pam Sidey
Tanya Springer
Julia Stephenson
Will Stratton
Shannon Wilson
Watch for a full report on the 2011
Somers Experience in the 2012
Warbler!

A Wenonah
Perspective
from Down
Under

J

oseph Taylor travelled
from Melbourne,
Australia to be a terrific
part of the Wenonah Staff
Team in July 2010. The
following article is
Joseph’s reflection on his
Canadian experience at
Wenonah.

It seems like a strange
concept to travel half way
across the world to be a
staff member at a Summer
Camp, and I am not sure
if I would have if Jeff
Bradshaw was not the
Camp Director at Camp
Wenonah.
I am a long time staff
member of Lord Somers
Camp in Melbourne,
Australia. I met Jeff when
he came to Lord Somers
Camp in 2008 and started,
what now is one of my
most cherished friendships.
I am truly sure that
knowing Jeff has benefited
me as a person and I owe
him a great deal for that.
So coming to Wenonah
was a way that I could

share my Camp knowledge
with the staff and show
my thanks to Jeff.
Arriving at Camp
Wenonah, I was slightly
nervous about meeting
everyone, staff and
children alike, but was
fairly comfortable with
the idea of ‘Camp’ and
what it is all about. These
assumptions proved
somewhat wrong. The
entire staff group was
welcoming and friendly
which put me right at
ease. The first week of
Camp however was a
steep learning curve.
With my role back home
I deal exclusively with
young men 17 to 18
years of age, but my role
at Wenonah was to counsel
12 to 13 year olds.
Children of this age made
me learn a whole new
skill set. So at the
beginning, I found myself
being studious watching
and learning how Camp
operates and what
Summer Camp is all
about in Canada.
Near the conclusion of
Camp I found myself
reflecting on my
experience and thinking
about how similar Lord
Somers and Wenonah
are. On further
contemplation I found the
common thread between
the two Camps was the
dedication of the staff
group to the focus of
Camp; to ensure each
child attending Camp has
a great time, that they

learn simple lessons which
encourage individual
growth and independence,
and they develop a
healthy respect for self
and others. Camp is also
the perfect place to push
one’s own boundaries
and to try new things you
normally would not
attempt, or do not have
the means to try in day to
day surroundings.

I am a strong believer
that nothing is more
satisfying than seeing the
positive influence you
can have on people in a
Camp setting. Watching
people having fun and
sharing that fun with
others is a feeling that is
hard to surpass.
My original intent in
travelling to Canada was
to participate in a new
and unique Summer
Camp experience. It
turned out to be so much
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more. Wenonah gave me
friends I am sure I will
have for life. It gave me a
month’s worth of fun and
the opportunity to try
activities I would never
have participated in back
home. It gave me valuable
lessons in working with
children. It allowed me to
learn a great deal about
myself, aided in my
personal development

and it gave me the
opportunity to have a
great month with a great
mentor.
Wenonah has given me
so much! I feel lucky to
have been given the
opportunity to work and
to share the experience
with both the campers
and staff. I will continue
supporting Camp
Wenonah for a long time
to come.
Best regards
Joseph Taylor
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SHIKOKU CANADIAN GLOBAL CAMP

C

amp Wenonah continues to partner with the Shikoku Canadian Global
Camp near Takamatsu, Japan where JR Shikoku offers Summer Camp experiences
based on the Camp Wenonah program. Since 2000, a team of Wenonah staff and
alumni travel to Japan to offer support and senior leadership to SCGC each year.
The 2010 Wenonah staff team included Director Oliver Gatalo, Girls Section
Director Emma Pickard, and Boys Section Director Cam Rowlands.
Below is Cam’s reflection on the 2010 experience:

This past summer, three long-time Wenonah staff members had the opportunity to
embark on an exciting journey to experience international camping in Japan. I,
Cameron Rowlands, along with Emma Pickard and Oliver Gatalo, were lucky
enough to be selected to work at the Shikoku Canadian Global Camp near
Takamatsu. This experience was not one any of us will soon forget. Upon arrival
at SCGC we knew it would be unique to the traditional Canadian experience,
and welcomed this new opportunity. The process started off with staff training
where we had the honour of working with many eager Japanese counsellors who
were excited to learn about Wenonah and our Canadian program. PreCamp was
a great success, and we were all excited and prepared for the campers’ arrival.
On the first morning of Camp, we all headed to the Seto Inland Sea pier, with
smiles on our faces, ready to welcome a ferry full of 7-10 year olds to the island
of Awashima, the site of SCGC. The campers piled off the boat with their various
Pokemon and Hello Kitty decorated travel bags, and what proceeded was a
whirlwind of excitement that didn't end for two straight weeks!
The program in Japan included traditional Camp activities such as kayaking,
landsports and arts & crafts, combined with some unique options. Local
favourites included basketball, mountain biking, and bug catching which was
especially exciting considering the large size of the insects. We also had great
experiences playing favourite Camp games like Cardio-Pictionary, Stones and
Escape from the Zoo. The children were always eager to learn from us and
likewise we were always interested to learn from them.
We were happy to be able to provide these children with an unforgettable
outdoor camping experience based on the traditional Wenonah model. While
SCGC had many unique features, all in all, the camping experience transcends
culture, and all of us at SCGC were happy to be a part of something so meaningful!
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Our Global
Community
at Wenonah

A

t Wenonah we continue to
enjoy friendships with campers and
staff from all around the world.
In 2010 we were thrilled to
welcome friends from the
following countries:
Canada
(British Columbia, Ontario,
Quebec)
Australia
Belgium
France
Germany
Hungary
South Korea
Martinique
Mexico
Netherlands
Scotland
Singapore
Spain
Turkey
United States
(California, Connecticut, Florida,
Georgia, Illinois, Michigan,
Missouri, New York, Pennsylvania,
Virginia)
Venezuela

WENONAH ACTIVE WITH
GROUNDBREAKING RESEARCH
PROJECTS

A

growing emphasis on quantifying the benefits of the
Camp experience has seen the launch of several research
projects both in Canada and abroad. These research projects
seek to better understand what children and staff members
get from attending Camp. The hope is that the research will
support what we already know – that a Summer Camp
experience can be invaluable in contributing to the physical,
social, and emotional development of a child.
Wenonah was proud to participate in three research projects
during the Summer of 2010:
INTERNATIONAL CAMP OUTCOMES SURVEY
The International Camp Outcomes Survey is a joint venture
undertaken by the International Camping Fellowship and
American Camp Association. Camps from around the
world were chosen and invited to participate in the survey.
Data collected is to be compared with the results from other
Camps around the world, and provide a comprehensive look
at how a child develops as a result of their experience at Camp.
CANADIAN SUMMER CAMP RESEARCH PROJECT
Sponsored by the Canadian Camping Association /
Association des Camps du Canada, the Canadian Summer
Camp Research Project sought to “observe campers while
they are at Camp with the intention of measuring the
impacts of their participation in the program.” The Project
was carried out by Dr. Troy Glover (a former Wenonah staff
member) and his team at the University of Waterloo. The
survey sought data on camper’s social connections at
Camp, environmental awareness, self confidence and
personal development, emotional intelligence, and physical
activity. Updates on the study’s progress can be found
online http://healthycommunities.uwaterloo.ca/camp

HEALTHY CAMP STUDY
Once again Wenonah also participated in the Healthy
Camp Study, facilitated by the American Camp Association
(ACA) as part of a five year project researching injuries and
illnesses that occur at Summer Camps across the continent.
As part of Wenonah’s role with the Study, data was
submitted weekly to the ACA for any injury or illness that
resulted in a camper missing more than four hours of
program time. Fortunately, Wenonah had very limited data to
submit because of a healthy and safe Summer at Camp!
Over 180 camps participated in the 2009 version of the
study, and some interesting trends were observed. The
study concluded that “Camp continues to be a very safe
activity compared to other youth activities.”
Of course, Summer Camps are also interested in areas of
concern and where improvements to camper health and
safety can be made. The study suggested “action challenges”
that Camps can implement to continue to provide
exceptionally safe and health experiences for their campers.
For more information on the Healthy Camp Study, visit:
www.acacamps.org/research/enhance/reduce-injury-illness
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A NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH
AMICI CAMPING CHARITY

W

enonah is proud to embark on a new partnership with
Amici Camping Charity. This past Summer, three campers
attended Wenonah with support from Amici.
The Amici mandate is to provide “quality residential camp
experiences” to children aged 7 to 16 years regardless of their
respective financial situations. Founded in 1966, Amici helps
over 140 children from families in need attend Ontario
Summer Camps. Amici is unique in that it makes long-term
commitments to campers, meaning that a child will attend the
same Camp over several years with support from Amici and its
donors.
We were thrilled to welcome Amici Executive Director Kate
Horton to Camp in late June for our Summer Staff PreCamp.
Kate spoke with the staff team about the history and philosophy
of Amici, and thanked them for their support of the charity. As
part of the annual PreCamp Staff Auction, the 2010 staff team
made a donation to Amici.
For more information on Amici Camping Charity, please visit
their website: www.amicicharity.org

CAMP ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT –
OUR KIDS GO TO CAMP

F

ormer Period Five Director and Girls Camp
Director Tanya Springer will be featured by Our
Kids Go To Camp in their “Camp Alumni Spotlight”
feature.
Tanya, who is currently completing her Masters
degree in Journalism at Carleton University, was
chosen from a field of candidates because of her
extensive, and unique, media background. She has
worked with Ottawa Life Magazine (as Fashion
Editor and Director of Operation & Sales), with
CBC’s The National, and spent time this year in
Rwanda working on a documentary project.
Watch for Tanya’s profile to be featured in Our Kids
Go To Camp magazine in January 2011, and to be
featured on their website: www.ourkids.net
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Thank You Gerry Todd!

T

hose staff and
leadership participants
who are serious about
improving their
canoeing skills are
familiar with Gerry
Todd. Gerry has been
coming to Camp
Wenonah since 2002
sharing his paddling
expertise with us, both
instructing Wenonah
staff members, and
examining primarily
POLARIS participants
taking their ORCKA (Ontario Recreational Canoeing and
Kayaking Association) canoeing levels. Gerry finds great
joy at Wenonah when he sees the campers’ and staff
members’ paddling skill successes.
What started out as a hobby for Gerry soon became a
life-long passion. Gerry has paddled over four hundred
lakes and rivers, two oceans, and has taught canoeing
skills to over two thousand people! He’s paddled areas as
diverse as southern waters inhabited by fourteen-foot
alligators and large snakes, and also led canoe trips in the
tranquil waters of Ontario.
While Gerry’s colourful career has included time with the
Armed Forces, Scouting, and General Electric, he also
enjoys winter camping, fishing, hunting, archery, guiding,
instructing paddle making, and of course the obvious...
paddling a canoe! Gerry lives in Peterborough with his
wife Shirley where he frequently canoe trips and shares
his passion for paddling and the outdoors with students,
friends, and family members.
Thank you Gerry, we look forward to seeing you again
soon, paddle in hand, on the shores of Clear Lake!

Outdoor Council
of Canada
at Wenonah

D

uring the Spring of 2010, the Outdoor Council of
Canada (OCC) launched several Leadership Level 1
(Hiking) courses in British Columbia, Alberta and in
Ontario (at Wenonah), offering outdoor leadership
certification to successful participants. It is the mission of
this newly founded national organization to promote and
enable accessible education and recreation in the
outdoor environment to every Canadian.
Several Wenonah staff and other camping professionals
were invited to take part in this course, focussing on
helping instructors understand their roles and
responsibilities as leaders, while providing them with a
solid foundation in the process of organizing and leading
a high quality activity in a low risk outdoor environment.
OCC Executive Director Albi Sole travelled to Wenonah
from Calgary to facilitate the experience. Both new
leaders, as well as seasoned veterans to outdoor
leadership, have found the OCC course valuable and
inspiring.
The next step for the OCC is to train and certify Course
Instructors this winter so that they can begin to deliver the
course in their home communities across Canada in the
Spring of 2011.
For more information on the Outdoor Council of Canada
visit their website: www.outdoorcouncil.ca
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Relax and
Rejuvenate at
Wenonah’s Women’s
Weekends

W

omen who spend hundreds of
dollars going away for "spa weekends"
are missing the biggest breath of fresh
air for a mere fraction of the cost. Camp
Wenonah has something to offer every
woman at any stage in her life.
Whether you want to curl up in a deck
chair with a good book, learn how to
paint a sunset, try out a Zumba class or
rise early for a trail hike and canoe
beautiful Clear Lake, it’s truly your
weekend to choose (and yes you can
get a hot stone massage that will leave
you without a care in the world). The
very best part? You don’t have to cook.
Wenonah’s outstanding kitchen staff
does not disappoint. Swapping my
heals for runners on that Friday evening
in September, grabbing my sleeping
bag and jumping into my car headed
north always makes me feel like a kid
heading off to Camp. The toughest part
of Women’s Weekends at Camp
Wenonah is definitely driving away.
Sharon Ford
Peterborough, Ontario
Women’s Weekend Participant

The popular Women's Weekends at Camp Wenonah provide a great opportunity
for women to relax, to participate in a variety of workshops lead by professional
instructors, to pamper themselves with massage services, and to experience a
wide selection of Camp program areas while enjoying the spirit and fun of
Summer Camp!
We’d like to thank all the workshop facilitators that helped make each weekend
such a great success:
Gayle Barnett: Massage
Frances (Effie) Barry: Belly Dancing
Mary Baxter: NIA
Diannah Benson: Massage
Valerie Houston-Peele: Chi Kung, Yin Yang Workout
Melissa Howe: Bowen Therapy
Brad Laidlaw: Culinary Delights
Wendy Leigh-Bell: Knitting
Elke Scholtz: Photography
Christy Smith: Watercolour
Bev Stewart: Massage
Eric Thompson: Moon Shadows Estate Winery; Wine Tasting
Fyonna Vanderwerf: Zumba, Trail Runnings
Along with our great staff team, we also appreciate our Wenonah alumni and
friends; Maia Bradshaw, Jenny Brick, Angela Gougeon, Jenn McKye, Danielle
Warren and Steph Ferguson, who provided leadership at Women’s Weekends
in 2010.
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What is Camp?

W

hat is Camp? What does it mean? What is it all
about? On the last night of July Camp, Waterfront Director
Shannon Senyk and WCIT Dylan Shaul, presented a moving
piece about just that. Below are their reflections:
Camp is, simply put, a special place. It is a unique community
that is unlike many others. Camp is a welcoming place, and
from the moment you arrive at Camp you are warmly invited
into the large Camp family. The fact that every single person
here is automatically accepted into the larger group is pretty
unique to Camp. In not every community is there such a focus
placed on ensuring that everyone feels valued and respected.
Respect is shown to each person here at Camp constantly in
many different ways. The choices and opinions that each
person may have are valued. From a young age, we are
given opportunities to make decisions for ourselves, such as
what PIC we’d like to sign up for, or whether we’d like to
work towards a level in something. In this sense, Camp is
great at teaching us how to be independent, while still being
involved in a large group. Individuals may be striving for
personal goals or engaged in different activities, but they are
still aware of the larger community that they a part of.

The support system within the Camp community again is
unique. You would be hard pressed to find a community
that is as supportive as Camp is. Here at Camp, individuals
can feel comfortable trying new things that may slightly
stretch their comfort zones, because they can feel confident
that they will have just as many people there to support
them, regardless or not if they are successful in their
attempts. The supportive nature of Camp is what allows for
people to feel as though they can truly be themselves when
they’re here. There are no pressures to act as anything but
yourself, and again, the Camp community reinforces to
everyone the value that they as an individual have.
Again, Camp is a very special place. It is a place that we can
look forward all year long to returning to once again, and is
often a place that we are quite sad to say goodbye to when
that time comes. Camp is special for so many reasons; the list
is endless. The strong friendships, the proud accomplishments,
and the fond memories of all the crazy things that happen at
Camp, as well as the simple but nice things that happen
quite often here as well, they all contribute to our own
meaning of what Camp is to us; a special and unique
place that will always be a part of us, even when we’re not
fortunate enough to actually be here on Clear Lake.

THE WENONAH WARBLER • ANNUAL 2011

PAGE • EIGHTEEN

“Wenonah STATE OF MIND”

O

n the last night of Summer Camp, campers, leadership
participants and staff members come together to celebrate
memories, experiences, and friendships shared during Camp
at the Closing Campfire. While the campfire crackles, and
the loons can be heard across the lake, we all share a little
bit of magic under the starry skies as we reflect on what
our individual and collective experiences at Wenonah
have meant to us.
Through various songs and traditions, campers and staff
share their thoughts. While we cherish all these reflections,
one exceptional song and performance in particular made
an enormous impact. Below are the lyrics to “Wenonah,
Sate of Mind” (to the tune of “Empire State of Mind” by
Jay-Z featuring Alicia Keys). Under the direction of Dave
Haskett, the song was re-written and performed by Olivia
Flavelle, Stephen LeMesurier, Rebecca Malcomson, Jack
Nenniger, Dan Sadler, Ally Soule, Melanie Stevens, Dave
Tillmann, Nicholas Wilk-Geffros, and Geoff Williamson.

Yeah I’m in Muskoka, far from the city centre
Right up next to Clear Lake, I wanna stay forever
I’m the latest camper, and since I got up here
Been seein’ a whole lotta things I ain’t never seen anywhere
I used to spend my summer, chillin’ with my little brother
Back up in Toronto, eating way too much McDonalds
Took it up with Mom and Dad, asking them to save me
Wanna go to camp because I heard that it’s the place to be
Cruising down Bird Lake, almost there I can’t wait
Driving so slow ‘cause the speed limit is 40K
First up I see Gatehouse, home of my boy Stewy
Now I live in White Pine, and I got my boys with me
Say what up to Mike Tighe, man that dude is so fly
Sittin’ on the deck Dan and Tito give me high fives
Boy it’s been a busy day, I could use an ETB
Tell by smiling face, that I’m most definitely

3 night Algonquin, 3 night Frost Centre
Simcoe Day parade every year it’s getting even better
Statue of Gary please, long may the Gator run
Long live the King Pin, I’m from the camp number one that’s
CHORUS:

Nights is quiet, better stay silent
Or stroll patrol will get in there quick, and lunch lines is
Lined with hungry peeps who waitin’ there hungrily
To grab the first chicken burg, just use the tongs please
Caught up in the swim crowd, General style
And when the water gets cold you and your buddy gonna
check out
If swimming ain’t your thing, go and visit Jacqueline
Non-food tuck items the store’s filled with them
Monty ate a candle, took a lotta gusto
But don’t you ever try it, Monty learned a few things
Hail Brittany up at Driftwood doin’ her thang
And Sirek at sailing working hard like a boomvang
Came here for fun, just to chill, kill a little time
Never thought that camp would have a big effect on my life
Five-year paddle got you feelin’ like a champion
Well stay for five more, wish the summertime would never
end
CHORUS:

No smog in the air like the big city
Moonlight on the lake looking so pretty
No place in the world that can compare
Put your hands in the air everybody say yeah, yeah
CHORUS:

CHORUS:
At Wenonah, Summer Camp where friendships are made oh,
The skies here are so blue
Here at Wenonah, each day will make you feel brand new,
Bright stars will inspire you
You’re at Wenonah, Wenonah, Wenonah

Catch me at the docks with Po-Po for a morning swim
Hit those 20 lengths up even faster than a Loveland twin
You should know I bleed blue, that’s right I’m on Zibbins
But you know I’m down with Dawaa, Aki, everybody wins
People say the summer’s hot, see if you agree or not
Spend the end of August sleeping in a tabin on a cot
First PIC second PIC third PIC I’m lovin’ that
With Donnie Allen tellin’ me he’ll show me how to roll a ‘yak
So many stories, so many memories
Savour every moment like a WCIT with a cup of tea
Friendships last forever like and ever-endless chain
I’m tight with my boys like we was Bosh, LeBron and
Dwayne Wade
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WENONAH FOUNDATION

F

or those campers who attend Camp due to generous donations from Wenonah families and friends, “Thank You,” just
doesn’t seem adequate. But the children do appreciate the opportunity to learn new skills, meet new friends, and gain a
little bit of independence, regardless of their family’s financial situation, all because other Wenonah families indicate their
desire to contribute on their registration forms. On behalf of all the families who have recently received assistance
through the Wenonah foundation, we would like to thank:
Kyle Adam
Sara Adam
Andrew & Paula Aicklen
Connie Allardyce
Dean Arfin & Carol Wallwork
Kirk Austen & Sandy Hatzis
Gayle Barnett
Rod & Sandra Bartlett
Stephane & Frederique Bauduret
Fred & Martha Bauer
Scott Bayliss & Terri Van Exan
Mike & Caron Brick
Mark & Shannon Brick
Tom Burrow &
Helen Handfield-Jones
David & Susan Butt
Mike & Holley Canham
John Carta
David & Leslie Clanachan
Mike & Julie Connors
Doug & Stella Cooke
Frank & Barbara Coster
Guy Cournoyer &
Nancy Leggett-Bachand
Jeffery Cryderman &
Theresa Vanhaverbeke
Tyler Detz & Samantha Lloyd
John Doran & Kathryn Roberts
Michael & Jill Dosman
Jan Eberhardt & Angela Munch
Sean Egan & Cathy Wilson
Ian Faulds & Heather Currie
Brian & Diane FitzGerald
Dan & Stephanie Forsyth
Gord Forsyth
Larry & Debra Forsyth
Tim & Shelley Forsyth
Bill Fulton & Laura Champion
Mary Anne Gage & Lori Lloyd
Sujata Ganguli & Romas Zabas
Stephen & Kismet Goodbaum
Janet Grassi
Sean & Kim Hayes
John & Debbie Heiser
Brian & Sue Heyland
Doug & Grace Hiltz
Brin & Leslie Horrobin
Colin & Rebecca Hynes
Brent & Cheryl Jordan

Marcie Jordan
Robert & Elaine Kozlov
Steve Krishnaswamy &
Shyama Sunderaswara
Stephen & Sandra Lee
Stuart LeMesurier & Judy Grout
Allan Levy & Gloria Salomon-Levy
Bob & Lorraine Lloyd
Dave, Tracy & Gareth Lloyd
Peter Loukes & Karen MacKenzie
Guy Manuel & Mary Lee Keefe
Thierry & Catherine Marsat
Cindy McKay
Jeannette McMillan
Steve & Kathy Mueller
Rob Muru & Anne Davidson Muru
Neill Family
Steve Nenniger & Nancy Henely
Jarl & Kelly Northwood
Linda Nower
Roy & Margaret Overton
Chris Park & Becky Adam
Peter & Mi-Hyang Park
Ameen Patel & Irene Vrckovnik
Doug & Rosanne Pattison
Philip & Robin Perlmutter
Matthew & Debra Pickfield
Paul & Barb Pigott
David Pond & Fiona Chapman
Chris & Cathy Poole
Jake Posavad & Ashlee Lloyd
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Jennifer Posavad
Dave & Susie Raymond
John & Cindy Rego
Brent & Anne Rogers
Jacinto Romero & Lizette Jasso
Janice Rowe
Bill & Elaine Rowlands
Micheil Russell & Pier Bryden
Ken & Julia Saunders
Richard Saunders & Raisyl Mandel
Donald & Edith Scott
Paul Shilton & Barbara Fulton
Tony Stevenson & Jill Quance
Warner & Monica Sulz
Lev Tarasoff & Dorothee Bienzle
Andrew & Janet Tatarsky
Michael Thomas & Lauren Schagen
Diederik & Evelyn van Dijk
Tom & Deb Van Natter
Chris Varga & Susan Boyes
Dave & Janine Vincent
Bob & Karen Waite
Allan Weinrib & Lisa Hemeon
Doug Williamson & Linda McKend
Diane Wilson
Michael & Martha Wlodek
Joe & Kathy Wolfer
Tom Wollschlaeger & Jan Boxall
Philippe & Isabelle Zitoun
Richard & Randi Zlotnik Shaul

WENONAH FOUNDATION
GOLF CLASSIC
Once again, the Wenonah Foundation
Golf Classic was a day of great friendship,
great golf and raising money for a great
cause! Held in May 2010, the Classic
saw over 100 golfers and friends of
Wenonah come together at Carlisle Golf
Club in north Burlington.
Our thanks to those that donated
prizes and supported the day:

$25,000 HOLE IN ONE CONTEST
FOW (Friends of Wenonah)
Alumni Group
HOLE SPONSORS:
ObjectSharp Consulting
Gator Ted’s Tap & Grill
Domino Remote Office Services
Tri M Promotions
In Memory of Scott Young
Think Muskoka Inc.
Vince and Milena Nosek
FOW Alumni Group
Grants & Hills
Sprucegrove Investment Management Inc
Pat & Bruce Schaefer
M & C Contracting
Red D Solutions Inc.
Trans East Trailers
The Bradshaws
AUCTION & PRIZE DONATIONS
Tri M Promotions
Deb Mariciak
M & C Contracting
Mike & Caron Brick
Donna & Bruce Hill
Jane & Don Grant
Marion & David Rowe
FOW Alumni Group
Pat Stewart/the Toronto Rock
Think Muskoka Inc
Pat & Bruce Schaefer
Jon Westover/Toronto Blue Jays Baseball Club
Rona Lansing/Burlington Store
Rona Lansing/Oakville, Royal Windsor Store
Brant Arts Dispensary
Dylan Wade/Hockey Hall of Fame
Chris Park/National Importers Canada
Bradshaw Family
Larry & Deb Forsyth
Steve & Sandy Young
Brendan Beamish/Steam Whistle Brewing

Maia and Josh Bradshaw
Costco
Carlisle Golf & Country Club
And many more!
CARLISLE GOLF CLUB – Once again,
special thanks to Neil Darragh and the
Carlisle staff for their professionalism and
support. We’re thrilled that Carlisle is the permanent home of our
tournament.
We look forward
to the 2011
Wenonah
Foundation Golf
Classic Honouring
Tony Hughes and
Anthony Hughes
Productions
scheduled for
Saturday, May 28,
2011.
Tony has been a
great friend of
Camp for many
years. The copy of
the Warbler you
are holding is a
great example of
his skills – each
year, he spends
countless hours
working on the
layout and design
of this annual
newsletter. The Camp Wenonah logo is a product of Tony’s creativity
and vision (for which he won an ACE - Advertising & Creative
Excellence - Award). Tony has been instrumental in creating
marketing campaigns and advertisements for Camp, helping with the
development of the Wenonah
Games team logos, and he has
also visited Camp on numerous
occasions to take “official”
photographs.
We are so appreciative of all
the work that Tony has done
in supporting Camp, and in
creating many of the icons that
have become a big part of the
Wenonah image.
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DID YOU KNOW?

•

JEFF’S HIGH PROFILE ROLE IN NATIONAL AND
INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Jeff continues to be VERY active in the work of both the
Canadian Camping Association/Association des Camps
du Canada (CCA/ACC) and the International Camping
Fellowship.
 Jeff is the current President of the CCA/ACC and
will complete his second two year term in
December 2011. During 2010, Jeff was active
attending meetings, leading training and speaking
at Conferences in British Columbia, Alberta,
Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec and Newfoundland as
well as at the American Camp Association
National Conference in Denver, Colorado.
 Jeff also continues his work as a member of the
Steering Committee of the International Camping
Fellowship (ICF), a position he has held since
1997. During 2010, Jeff was the Chair of the ICF’s
Visioning Task Force and also attended the ICF’s
Annual Meetings in Bogota, Colombia. For his
work with global camping, Jeff was presented
with the Ontario Camps Association’s
International Development Award in January
2010.

•

IN THE BEGINNING…
Graydon and Irene Boyes shared a piece of pre-Wenonah
history with the
2010 summer staff,
in a presentation
about their founding
and building of
Camp Oak-A-Lea
(the present day site
of Camp Wenonah).
Highlights included
slides from the
winter of 1965,
depicting lumber
being hauled by
horse and wagon
across a frozen
Clear Lake for the construction of the Main Lodge, as
well as images showing the evolution of the site and
Camp programming.

•

WENONAH FEATURED IN CANADA CAMPS FOR
PARENTS MAGAZINE
Camp Wenonah was represented in the April 2010
issue of Canada Camps For Parents magazine.

MIKE STEWART RECEIVES THE RON &
MICKEY JOHNSTONE YOUTH LEADERSHIP AWARD
Each year, the Ontario Camps Association presents The
Ron & Mickey Johnstone Youth Leadership Award to an
outstanding leader within the provincial camping
movement. The award is presented to Camp leaders
between 17 and 30 years of age who reflect Ron and
Mickey’s ambitious lives, their ability to motivate and
acknowledge others and, in particular, their innovative
approaches as leaders.
Everyone at Wenonah was thrilled when Mike (Stewy)
Stewart was honoured in January 2010 as the most recent
recipient of The Ron & Mickey Johnstone Youth
Leadership Award. Stewy had a large group of family
and Camp friends in
attendance as he
received this welldeserved honour.
Mickey Johnstone came
to Camp in July and spent
part of a day visiting with
Stewy and seeing him
in action. A most
memorable visit!

•

•

INTERNATIONAL CAMPER DAY
On occasion, we look for ways to share some Canadian
perspectives with our international campers. In 2010, an
opportunity presented itself to engage our one month
international campers with a special trip to nearby
Gravenhurst and a trip to the Muskoka Boat and Heritage
Centre as well as a trip on either the RMS Segwun (North
America’s oldest operating steamship) or the Wenonah II
(built in 2002). The programs were a big hit with our
international campers and we appreciated the opportunity
to shares just a bit of Canada with them!
More information about both destinations can be found
by visiting their websites: www.muskokawharf.ca and
www.segwun.com

Andrea Mager's story, titled "Education Beyond
Compare", was about how Camp has impacted her life
It was shared with hundreds of thousands of readers of
the magazine. Andrea was a long time camper at
Wenonah, and has also spent several years as a Camp
staff member, most recently as a WCIT Director during
Summer Camp and Group Coordinator with the
Outdoor Centre program this past season.
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•

WENONAH SPONSORS CHILDREN’S TEAM
Camp Wenonah sponsored one 10-12 year old Boys
Soccer Team, and two 9-11 year old Girls Soccer Teams
from the Oakville Soccer Club this past summer. All
three teams had a winning summer!

•

VIEWING THE NIGHT SKY
Thanks to the very generous donation of a very large
telescope and accessories from the Low family,
Wenonah campers are enjoying tremendous views of
the Muskoka night sky. Thank you to David, Brenda,
Sarah and Monika for contributing so generously to the
camp astronomy program and to the Wenonah
community.

•

2010 WEDDINGS
Jeff and Renata Bradshaw, as well as several Wenonah
alumni, had the pleasure of attending two alumni staff
weddings in 2010:

•

WELCOME BACK BARB JANICEK
We are thrilled that
former staff member
Barb Janicek has
joined the Wenonah
Team once again in
the role of Associate
Director. Along with
her extensive Camp
experience, Barb is
also a Children's
Librarian at
Cambridge Libraries
and Galleries. Her
wealth of expertise
will be invaluable in her supporting role with
Communication & Archives at Wenonah.

•

STAFF TOURNAMENT
RESULTS
Each year at Camp, many of
the Wenonah staff
participate in staff
recreational tournaments.
The always compelling
Wenonah Staff Tennis
Ladder featured an epic final
between Dan Sadler and
Rory Poole with Dan Sadler
(2007 Champ) winning in a
two-day marathon match!

Ken Mariciak and Jamie Wilder were married in an
outdoor wedding near Cambridge on August 7.

A relatively new event on
the staff recreation scene is
the Staff Cribbage Ladder.
This year’s final featured Ali
Hendrick (the President of
the Wenonah Cribbage
Association!) and Greg
Brown. Greg managed to
come out on top during a
thrilling three game final.

•

CAMP WEDDINGS FEATURED IN
MUSKOKA MAGAZINE
Associate Director Simon Wells and FOW member
Melissa McKenzie Wells told their Wenonah wedding
story in an article titled, “Connecting at Camp” in the
May 2010 “Muskoka Weddings” issue of Muskoka
Magazine. The article told the story of several couples
who have in recent years held their weddings at Summer
Camps in Muskoka. Simon and Melissa were married
in 2005 on Labour Day weekend, at Wenonah.
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Andrew Kapsa and Sam McAuley were married at
Andrew’s cottage near Huntsville on August 21.

WE GET LETTERS . . .

E

ach year, we are thrilled to receive many thoughtful
letters and emails from campers, families, and staff members.
Each note reminds us of how strongly the extended
Wenonah community feels about Camp, and reinforces for
us the important role that Camp plays in the lives of so
many around the world.
FROM A NEW CAMPER PARENT
“I wanted to tell you how much my daughter loved her time
at the camp. She loved everything about it. No wonder your
camp is so popular - it was a great experience for her and
she really enjoyed her time with her friend from school.
Thanks again.”
FROM A STAFF MEMBER
“Camp is so important to me because of the people I
have had the pleasure of meeting and the community I
am now so deeply intertwined with. The number of
people I now share such a deep bond with is priceless.
The number of lasting and strong friendships I owe to
working at Camp is incredible. I know my closest
friends from Camp will be important friends of mine
well into the future. At the end of the day what is most
important in life are the people you care about - your
friends and family. I have so many important relationships
that have begun or been incredibly strengthened
through a shared experience at Camp.”
FROM A LONG TIME CAMP FAMILY
“Well, what can I say? My daughter had an EXCELLENT
time! It has been non-stop talking. What an adventure.
Best time of her life she said. She misses you all already,
especially her new POLARIS friends.”
FROM A CAMP JUMOKE FAMILY
“Very many thanks to Camp Wenonah and Camp Jumoke for
making this such a wonderful experience for the children.
They had a very good time indeed and, of course, are looking
forward to returning next year.”
FROM A LONG TIME CAMPER, LEADERSHIP
PARTICIPANT, AND STAFF MEMBER
“I recall myself as an enthusiastic and joyous 11-year-old
camper, and the awe, trust, and respect that I deservingly
bestowed upon my counsellors. My counsellors were
inspirational and provided me with a vision as to where I
saw myself in the future. My counsellors were amazing
individuals that encouraged a strong sense of self and
ignited in me a determination to push myself outside my
boundaries and work to my fullest potential.

FROM A CAMPER PARENT
“I know Camp means different things to different people,
but for my son, it really is his special place where he can just
be free, be himself, be happy, amongst his second family. A
place that is his 'domain'. I can't really put into words what
it means to both of us that he has found that place.
Wenonah is not a place to hang out and kill time for him; it
is a place for him to grow and gain the confidence and
belief in himself. Thank you again for all that you do.”
FROM AN INTERNATIONAL CAMPER PARENT
“I just wanted to thank you, and all your staff, for the great
time my daughter had with you. She enjoyed it very, very
much.

She came back extremely happy, and she has only kind
words for the (in her words) ‘so-nice staff’, especially her
Counsellor, for the atmosphere shared at the Camp and
lived at the cabin , and for the great activities held in the
incredibly beautiful landscape where the Camp is located.
My daughter has improved her English, increased her sense
of independence, and has gained self-confidence to tackle
difficulties and face new challenges, but the most important
is that she feels fortunate because she had this opportunity,
and that she has appreciated the value of team work as
well as being in deep touch with nature.”
FROM A LEADERSHIP PARTICIPANT
“My time at Wenonah is somewhat indescribable. I began
my camping career as a shy and self-conscious child,
without Camp friends, at this Camp I did not know too well
at the time. I remember the confidence that was instilled in
me by the staff and the program. It meant a lot to me when
you would casually walk by and say, ‘Hi’, or mention my
name in the meal time announcements. The confidence
and sense of community that you gave to me has changed
my life, and has made me a better person. I am amazed
while looking back that you were able to make every year
better, and that you kept on improving a program that
found me friends and happiness.

This year in the WCIT program I really felt the heaviness of
how much Camp meant to me. The experience helped me
immensely as a leader and taught me how to conduct
myself in situations of disparity or situations where I felt
uncomfortable. During the program I was busy and I spent
my time with campers and friends, and I only had a few
moments during the day to just walk alone, and quietly
appreciate the people around me. As you may know, I love
Camp and it has made a good portion of my life great. I am
so thankful for the time and energy you put in, in order to
make every day a new experience.”

It is this inner strength, passion for Camp, and confidence
in my abilities that I brought with me to Camp this summer.
I gave counselling my all this summer, and if I made a
fraction of the impact on my campers that my counsellors
have made on me, I am happy.
This summer was especially beneficial to my individual
growth, as I learned the gratification of attempting
something outside of my comfort zone and succeeding.”
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Dragons and Vikings
at WEEnonah!
by Will Stratton

O

ver the course of three days and "two sleeps,"
Wenonah welcomed 43 WEEnonah campers to Summer
Camp. Designed as an Introductory Period for girls and
boys aged five to seven years, WEEnonah paired young
campers with alumni counsellors for a packed three-day
Camp experience!
The campers and their counsellors didn't waste time getting
into the Camp program. After settling in by learning the ins
and outs of Camp life, everyone moved into some Groovy
Games to warm up for the adventures to come. And it's a
good thing they did, as shortly after the games ended,
rumours started sailing around Camp that some Vikings
could be making their way to the shores of Clear Lake!
While the rumours had yet to be proven true, the campers,
showing remarkable foresight, set down to work with
making Viking hats. What was once the daily news morphed
into stylish hats, suitable for the finest of Scandinavian
seafaring pirates!
The first day of Camp wasn't all work though; there was
plenty of time for fashion shows and scavenger hunts. A
couple of beach parties even broke out, allowing everyone
to take advantage of the last few days of Summer. In just
half a day, the WEEnonah campers were acting like
seasoned Camp veterans, exemplified by their spirited
participation in that evening's campfire.

After a good night's sleep and a hearty breakfast from Chef
Brad, the campers were introduced to a very special guest
staff member - Amelia the Dragon! As soon as Amelia's
friendly and fun-loving behaviour captured the attention of
WEEnonah, Amelia herself was captured by Vlad, an evil
Viking on a quest to rid the world of dragons. After this
rather shocking turn of events, yet another Nordic neighbour
arrived on the scene; the Vi-king, King of the Vikings.
Vi-king sailed into shore with the mission to save his friend
Amelia and bring Vald to Justice. Ever the helpful bunch,
the WEEnonah campers and staff set off on a mission to
save Amelia. After a morning full of training, including
arching, a dragon boat cruise, and Viking necklace
crafting, WEEnonah was ready to mobilize, save Amelia
and vanquish Vald. In the end, the training paid off, the
campers helped free Amelia and sent Vald to walk the
plank. After a celebratory feast, Camp started to wind
down with one final campfire.
The next morning, clad in their fresh new WEEnonah T-shirts,
campers and staff realized that WEEnonah had come to an
end for another year. It was amazing how many strong
relationships had developed over the course of just a few
short days. While many were sad to leave their new
friends, these campers can look forward to a lifetime of
Camp adventures and friendships ahead of them!
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THE 2010 WENONAH STAFF TEAM

I

t seems like every year we say, “This is one of the best staff teams we’ve ever had!”, and we always mean it. Our staff
team does such a great job of making every moment magical for all those who join us at Camp. A huge majority of our
staff group return to Camp each year. In 2010, over 95% of our staff team had been at Camp before and/or had graduated
from our WCIT leadership program.
Each staff member has a deep commitment to the Wenonah experience, and works so hard to provide each camper,
student, and visitor a positive and wholesome experience.
The staff listed below worked during our 2010 season with one or more of our programs, including Camp Wenonah, The
Camp Wenonah Centre For Outdoor Education, Women’s Weekends, and the Shikoku Canadian Global Camp in Japan.

14 YEARS ON STAFF
Jeff Bradshaw
Renata Bradshaw

13 YEARS ON STAFF
Simon Wells
Liz McClounie

12 YEARS ON STAFF
Jason Monteith

11 YEARS ON STAFF
Caron Brick
Barb Janicek

10 YEAR
STAFF AWARDs

A great friend of Wenonah, Ted
Tiemessen, creates an original stained
glass piece with the Wenonah logo for
our 10 Year Staff recipients.
Dan Harrison
Jenn McKye
Will Stratton

8 YEARS ON STAFF
Anthony “Bootsie” Best
Jon Bradshaw
Maia Bradshaw
Matt Burke
Geoff Knott
Mike Stewart
Jon Woolley

7 YEARS ON STAFF
Andrew Cohrs
Oliver Gatalo
John Hollingshead
Colin Knott
Shannon “Max” Murray
Jason Sadler
Tanya Springer

6 YEARS ON STAFF
Lindsay Babcock
Josh Bradshaw
John Brownscombe
Amy Craig-Neil
Justin Deyell
Ryan Mueller
Emma Pickard
Cameron Rowlands

5 YEAR
STAFF AWARDS

Original stained glass pieces,
depicting the blue lake and rocky
shore so symbolic of life at
Summer Camp, are created
individually by artist Linda Bennett
and presented to our 5 Year Staff.
Marleigh Austin
Mieke Barette
Alex Campbell
Laura Faulds
Stephen LeMesurier
Andrea Mager
Sam Perlmutter
Matthew Sirek
Julia Stephenson
Christopher Williamson

4 YEARS ON STAFF
Allison Bennett
Torrie Borland
Greg Brown
Janette Downie
Christy Faulds
Miriam Heavenrich
Alison Hendrick
Ryan Leuty
Christy Meagher
Catherine Mercier-Linteau
Nathaniel Moenck
James Parry
Raul Ramirez
Daniel Sadler
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Paul Sirek
Patrick Stothers
Danielle Warren
Geoffrey “Rudy” Williamson

3 YEARS ON STAFF
Charlotte Aicklen
Geoffrey Allen
Jeffrey Brewer
Peter Dosman
Niki Edwards
Andrew Ellis
Vicky Fenwick-Sehl
Natalie Fox
Cameron Gal
David Haskett
Paige Homme
Jamie Kennedy
Fraser McOuat
Brett Mueller
Rory Poole
Celia Saunders
Shannon Senyk
Ellen Shantz
Brittany Shelly
Kevin Smith
Mike Tighe
David Tillmann
John Webster

2 YEARS ON STAFF
Rianne Barette
Sarah Burke
Sarah Cattoir
Julie Gass
Angela Gougeon
Olivia King
Brad Laidlaw
Jacqueline McCormick
Jessica Myers
Jack Nenniger
Roc Pelton
Max Planques
Jake Read
Andrea Robinson
Colin Sanders
Lizzie Sarjeant
Thomas “Red” Schenck
Toby Sirek
Nick Stewart
Bronwen Tucker

1 YEAR ON STAFF
Jill Blackman
Nicoletta Brouwer
Erin Budd
Sam Carr
Jeanne Corriveau
Shelbi Currie
Ryan Gardner
Trevor Harrison
Sam Heavenrich
Laura Indingaro
Nico Kaiser
Frederique Mercier-Linteau
Kelly Mueller
Catherine Parry
Jill Roberts
Stephanie Stevens
Joseph Taylor
Jack Tillmann
Charles Voyce
Kalie Woodcock

PERIOD FIVE &
WEEnonah
WCITs

Each year, a number of our
Summer Camp WCITs join
us to offer leadership with
our Period Five &
WEEnonah introductory
programs at the end of
August. Special thanks to:

NURSES

Most parents will tell you that the most important
things for their children to have at Camp are fun
and safety. Thanks to each of our nurses for
keeping us all happy and healthy.

10 YEARS

Ann-Marie Jewiss

9 YEARS

Louise Pope-Rhoden
Jordana Baird
Dominic Faoro
Aaron Goodbaum
Amit Kadan
Jessica McCutcheon
Brendan Meagher
Vic Pelton
Tara Quinlan
John Ramsay
Erin Roach
Brian Schwartz
Derek Smith
Stephanie Sutcliffe
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7 YEARS

Sue Berlinguette

6 YEARS
Jane Guolo

4 YEARS

Alanna Harrison
Barb Hoeve
Jane Lowes-Ciordas

3 YEARS

Lisa Baker
Gwen Neizer
Nancy Vandenbergh

2 YEARS

Doreen Sauve

5 YEARS
Anne Patrick
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Main Camp Office
3584 Commerce Court
Burlington, Ontario L7N 3L7
Phone: (905) 631-2849
Fax:
(905) 631-2850
E-Mail: info@campwenonah.com
Website: www.campwenonah.com

Please return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

International
Camping Fellowship

