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Jeff’s Jottings!
program and experience.
We’re thrilled that Oliver will return to
SCGC in 2010 and will be joined by
Emma Pickard and Cam Rowlands.

inside the warbler

Inside this edition of the Warbler:

It’s been another great year for all of us
associated with Camp Wenonah and we’re
pleased to share with you some wonderful
moments from the 2009 season as well
as a look ahead to 2010.
Caron Brick, Mike Stewart, Simon Wells and
Renata Bradshaw are to be congratulated
for all their work towards another terrific
year for Camp Wenonah, our popular
Women’s Weekend programs and The
Camp Wenonah Centre for Outdoor
Education. Executive Chef (and new
Associate Director) Brad Laidlaw
contributed tremendously to a most
memorable 2009 season. We are also
most thankful for the great leadership
from our 2009 Period Five Director,
Tanya Springer.
We also want to recognize Oliver Gatalo
(Director), Amy Craig-Neil (Girls Director)
and Nathaniel Moenck (Boys Director)
who represented Wenonah and gave
direction to the 9th season of the Shikoku
Canadian Global Camp in Takamatsu,
Japan. We continue to be thankful for
this remarkable partnership that allows
children in Japan to enjoy the Wenonah

• 2009 Completed Site, Facility and
Program Initiatives
• Find out who received Five Year and
Ten Year Camper Awards.
• Catch-up with some familiar
Wenonah names.
• 2009 Schaefer Scholarships are
awarded to Alex Campbell, Steve
LeMesurier, Andrea Mager, Cam
Rowlands and Chris Williamson.
• 2009 Simon Wells First Year Staff
Leadership Awards are presented to
Andrea Robinson and Edgar Vidaurre
Alvarez.
• Results from a thrilling 2009
Wenonah Games season.
• The 2010 Wenonah Foundation Golf
Classic honours Debra Mariciak and
Tri-M Promotions.
• We offer thanks to the many recent
Wenonah Foundation donors.

And, much, much more!
On behalf of the Wenonah Management
Team (Caron, Stewy, Renata), our
Associate Directors (Simon, Brad, Jason
& Liz), our staff and the entire
Wenonah community, our very best
wishes for a happy and healthy 2010!

See you at Camp!

Jeff Bradshaw
Founder / Owner / Senior Director
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ALEX CAMPBELL
- 2009 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

A

lex has been a familiar face at Camp
Wenonah for twelve summers. His love
of Camp was obvious at a young age. He
has shown a great commitment to the
Wenonah experience over his many years
at Camp.

SCHAEFER SCHOLARSHIPS

S

ince its inception, Camp Wenonah has been
nurtured by a large number of people who have worked
passionately towards providing the very best in program,
leadership, service and facility. Two individuals who have
contributed greatly to Wenonah are Jeff’s parents, Patricia
& Bruce Schaefer.

Alex first attended Wenonah as an eleven
year old camper, and has since grown up
at Camp spending seven years as a camper,
POLARIS, and WCIT participant. Alex
became a Resource Staff member in 2005,
and has since assumed roles as a Boys’ Camp Counsellor and POLARIS
Director. After a year away from Camp, we were thrilled that Alex
returned to Wenonah this past season as a WCIT Director. He also
worked his second Spring at Camp, providing leadership as a Group
Coordinator to The Camp Wenonah Centre for Outdoor Education.

52 years ago, Pat founded the Burlington Dance Academy
in Burlington, Ontario and until her recent retirement,
was the Director of one of the most acclaimed schools of
dance in Canada. Bruce spent most of his career with
Valley City Manufacturing in Dundas, Ontario where he
rose to be Vice President of the company. Over the years,
Pat and Bruce have provided sage advice and counsel
and have demonstrated their commitment to Wenonah in
many practical and meaningful ways. In 1998, Pat made
available the space for Wenonah’s Main Office on
Commerce Court in Burlington and redesigned the office
for the use of the full-time administrative staff. Bruce
travelled to Camp for many years and undertook the task
of building new bunks throughout Camp. Pat and Bruce’s
ongoing devotion to Wenonah has been inspirational.

Alex has influenced a great many campers, and fellow staff members,
over his years at Camp. However, his impact was most felt by the
WCITs he worked with this past Summer. His compassion, wisdom,
and sincerity endeared him to a group of WCITs who clearly looked
to him as a role model. Alex went about his job at Camp with a great
sense of duty, and clearly enjoyed the opportunity to provide leadership
in many significant ways. Alex never failed to take time with someone
in need, finding a way to teach meaningful lessons in any situation.
He has been a tremendous mentor to many.

To honour their significant contributions to Wenonah, the
Schaefer Scholarships were created and awarded for the
first time in 2003 to Maia Bradshaw and Brendan Beamish.
In 2004, Lorraine Sugar, Will Stratton and Jon Woolley were
honoured followed by John Hollingshead, Pam Sidey and
Mike Stewart in 2005. A further four staff members were
recognized in 2006 including Kaleigh Fendley, Matty
McEvoy, Jenn McKye and Jesse Sit while 2007 saw
Scholarships presented to Matt Burke, Andrew Cohrs,
Marie Eve L’Anglais and Craig Mitchell. Lindsay Babcock,
Josh Bradshaw, Shannon Murray, and Sam Wood received
Scholarships in 2008. A $1,000 prize accompanies each
Scholarship. There is a plaque in the Main Lodge at
Camp honouring each Schaefer Scholarship recipient.

STEVE LEMESURIER

Alex is pursuing a graduate degree at Cambridge University in
England. He graduated last May from Queens University, where he
studied History. Although he is unable to return to Camp next
Summer, we know that Alex will continue to be an active member of
our Friends Of Wenonah alumni group.

- 2009 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

T

he beauty of Camp is that great
contributions can be made in often subtle
ways. The most meaningful impacts are
made by someone taking a sincere interest
in the well-being of others. This
encourages the development of a truly
supportive community, where one has a
real sense of belonging. Steve stands out
as a staff member who understands the
importance of this rule and, more
importantly, works hard to foster that
sense of community among campers and staff members.
Steve has always been a great supporter of Wenonah. Steve first
attended Camp as an eleven year old, and spent several summers as
a camper. He moved on to participate in the POLARIS and WCIT
programs, before graduating to the staff team. He has worked at Camp
as an Operations Staff member, Boys’ Camp Counsellor, POLARIS
Director, and most recently, as Boys Camp Director. He has also
worked as a Program Specialist and Group Coordinator with The
Camp Wenonah Centre for Outdoor Education. Steve is proud that
his younger sister, Carey, has since joined him at Wenonah to share a
love for Camp.
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Steve has developed deep relationships with many campers and staff
members at Wenonah. His commitment to everyone’s well-being
has earned him many admirers. Steve is determined to provide the very
best Camp experience possible, and he strives to inspire others to
embrace the uniqueness of each day at Camp. Steve goes about every
task with an eye towards being exceptional. The legacy of his efforts
will be felt at Wenonah by campers and staff alike for years to come.

Cam, and his brothers Stephen and Brian, grew up at Wenonah.
Cam first attended Camp as a ten year old, and after several years as
a camper he participated in the POLARIS and WCIT programs. He
graduated to the staff team in 2005, and worked as a Resource Staff
member, Boys’ Camp Counsellor, and POLARIS Director. He was
also a Program Specialist and Group Coordinator with The Camp
Wenonah Centre for Outdoor Education.

Steve is currently completing his fourth year at Queens University,
where he is studying History and Politics. We are thrilled that he
will return to Camp next season as a Boys’ Camp Director.

As Program Director this past Summer, Cam displayed great vision
in everything that he did. Ably providing overall direction to the PIC
program, Cam brought a tremendous sense of organization and
insight to his role. His ability to inspire high-quality programming,
and his commitment to encouraging staff members to be their very
best made him stand out amongst his peers. His leadership as
Program Director contributed to a great year of growth for the
Wenonah program.

ANDREA MAGER
- 2009 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

A

ndy, as is she known to everyone
at Wenonah, is widely admired by staff
members and campers alike for the
tremendous compassion that she
exhibits each day at Camp. As a
POLARIS Director last Summer, Andy
stood out as a strong leader committed
to providing an exceptional experience
for the POLARIS participants. The high
regard in which she was held by them
was obvious.

Cam is a fourth year student of Business Administration at Sir
Wilfred Laurier University. Cam will return to Wenonah next Spring
as a Group Coordinator with The Camp Wenonah Centre for
Outdoor Education, and we are excited that he has agreed to share
his leadership as the Boys’ Camp Director next Summer at the
Shikoku Canadian Global Camp in Takamatsu, Japan.

CHRIS WILLIAMSON
- 2009 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

V

Andy began her career at Wenonah as a ten-year old, and spent
several years as an August camper before participating in the
POLARIS and WCIT programs. She joined the Wenonah staff team
in 2006 as a Resource Staff member, then worked as a counsellor in
2007 and during July Camp 2008. She enthusiastically accepted a
role as POLARIS Director during August 2008, and returned to Camp
in the same role last Summer. She has also worked with The Camp
Wenonah Centre for Outdoor Education as a Program Specialist.
Andy is passionate about Camp Wenonah. She cares deeply about
the outdoors, but is most concerned with the growth and well-being
of her campers. Her unassuming approach allows her to develop
meaningful relationships with many of her campers. In the POLARIS
program, she worked hard to see that the program participants met
their goals, and grew in a supportive environment. Andy never fails
to approach her job with great commitment. In everything that she
does, Andy exhibits integrity while making outstanding contributions
to the Wenonah community. Her legacy at Camp will be long-lasting.
Andy is currently in her fourth year studying Social Sciences at the
University of Western Ontario. We are thrilled that Andy will return to
Wenonah next Summer as a Director of the WCIT leadership program.

CAMERON ROWLANDS
- 2009 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

W

hen he decided that he wanted
to return to Camp for the 2009 season,
Cam was especially keen to assume a
Summer Camp role as Program Director.
It is not uncommon for staff members to
be eager to take on more responsibility
as they return to work at Camp year
after year, but what made Cam stand out
in this role was his understanding of
Camp and his tremendous eye to detail.

ery few are held in such high
esteem by so many as Chris is at Camp.
Over his years as a staff member, Chris
has mentored many of his peers in the
numerous roles he has held. This past
Summer was no different, and his
influence will be remembered for years
to come.
Camp is a family affair for Chris. He has
been joined at Camp by his brothers
Geoff and Cam, and his sister Carolyn. Chris first attended
Wenonah as an eleven year old camper, and then participated in
the POLARIS and WCIT programs. He joined the Wenonah staff
team in 2006, and has worked at Camp as a member of the
Operations Staff team and as a Boys’ Camp Counsellor. He has
spent the last two summers as one of our Operations Coordinators.
His quiet leadership endears Chris to many. He works hard to cultivate
relationships with campers and his fellow staff members, and he is
highly respected for his patience, hard work, and ability to cover
the smallest detail. Each day, he goes about his work with a sense of
humour and commitment to excellence. Beyond that, he inspires
others to be their absolute best and to love Camp as much as he does.
Chris attends Sir Wilfred Laurier University, where he is student of
Communication Studies and Business Administration. Although he
is unable to return to Camp next Summer, we know he will continue
to be a great friend to Camp well into the future.
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SIMON WELLS
FIRST YEAR STAFF
LEADERSHIP
AWARD
Simon Wells, over the past 13
seasons, has contributed
immeasurably to life at
Wenonah. While a fulltime
staff member, he influenced a
great many others through his example of dedicated
service and commitment. Simon has also played
the central role in evolving our Centre for Outdoor
Education to a point where we now welcome
thousands of schoolchildren each year during
Spring and Fall. Simon has also been responsible
for the ongoing development and maintenance of
our site and facilities, and has overseen significant
expansion and enhancement projects over the past
ten years. Everywhere we look around Camp, we
can see examples of Simon’s vision and talents.
The Simon Wells First Year Staff Leadership Award
is presented annually to a male and a female first
year staff member and acknowledges the significant
contributions that Simon has made.
Each recipient receives a personal plaque plus a
cash award of $500. As well, there is now a
permanent plaque in the Lodge highlighting the
award recipients.

ANDREA ROBINSON
Andrea first attended
Wenonah as a POLARIS
participant three years ago.
She quickly developed a
reputation with her
thoughtful and sincere
demeanour, and
contributed significantly
to the success of her
POLARIS group during
her month at Camp. When she returned to
Wenonah the next Summer as a WCIT, she
continued to share her leadership in meaningful
ways with the entire Camp community. It was only
natural that Andrea would assume a role with the
Wenonah staff team, which she did this past
Summer as a Tripper.

canoe trip with Andrea speaking excitedly about the fun they had,
the skills they learned, and the experience that they shared. Their
stories are a testament to the unique way that Andrea approached
her job.
Never the loudest in a group, Andrea goes about her duties in an
earnest and sincere manner. She loves what she does, and that
cannot be more obvious than when she is sharing her passion for
Camp and for the outdoors with campers. She cares deeply
about providing an exceptional experience to campers. She is
widely admired by both campers and her peers for the support
and positivity that she shares everyday at Camp.
Andrea is a graduate of West Hill Secondary School in Owen
Sound. We are delighted that she will be returning to Wenonah
in 2010 as a Girls’ Camp Counsellor.

EDGAR VIDAURRE ALVEREZ
Edgar was unique amongst the 2009
Summer Staff team in that he was the
only staff member who had never been
to Wenonah before. From the moment
he arrived at Camp, Edgar made
impressions on everyone that he met
with his cheery and optimistic
demeanour. He endeared himself to
campers and staff alike, and took great
joy in learning about Wenonah and
making contributions to Camp life in significant ways.
Edgar was referred to Camp by Pedro Paredes, a friend of
Wenonah’s from Venezuela. Pedro knew Edgar from his work at
a prominent Camp in Venezuela, and highly recommended him
to Wenonah. To say that we were thrilled to have Edgar work
with us at Camp would be an understatement. He quickly
became an important member of the Wenonah community.
Taking on a Special Projects role and working in a programmer
capacity, Edgar approached his experience at Wenonah with great
enthusiasm.
Edgar has a unique way of relating to campers, and they clearly
look to him as both a role model and friend. He loved the
opportunity to share his camping wisdom with others. In
everything he did, Edgar had fun. His enthusiasm for Camp was
contagious. Yet he approached his duties at Camp with a
dedication to professionalism, and a commitment to providing
Wenonah campers with the best experience possible.
It was a true thrill to have Edgar at Camp this past Summer. Edgar
plans to return to Canada in 2010, and while he is unable to work
at Wenonah, he has promised to visit us at Camp. We cannot
wait to see him again.

Andrea has a real passion for the outdoors. During
her first year as a staff member, she took full
advantage of her job as a Tripper sharing that
passion with many campers. Andrea enthusiastically
embraced the opportunity to lead campers on
canoe trips, and did so with an eye on their safety
and a commitment to their well-being. It was
common for campers to return to Camp from a
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WENONAH GAMES

CAMP WENONAH CO-DIRECTORS -

We enjoyed another great Wenonah Games
season in 2009!

2010 SEASON

T

he July Camp Wenonah Games went to
Zibbins while in August, we saw a rare two way tie
between Dawaa and Zibbins.

W

e’re delighted to announce that Renata Bradshaw and
Mike (Stewy) Stewart became the Co-Directors of Camp
Wenonah beginning September 2009!

As a result, the 2009 Challenge Cup (total points
accumulated in both months) was presented to
Zibbins!
Final 2009 standings:

Zibbins 6,275
Dawaa 6,240
Aki
5,850
We also would like to acknowledge the spectacular
accomplishments of our 2009 Decathlon champions:
July
August

Kelly Mueller / Vic Pelton
Erin Budd / Graham Clark

Beginning in 2010, permanent plaques will be
mounted in the Main Lodge that will honour the
Decathlon champions AND the winning boat in
the Camper/Staff Mickle Island canoe race.

Renata and Stewy along with Associate Director Caron Brick
have the full responsibility for the management, leadership and
administration of Camp Wenonah (including The Camp Wenonah
Centre for Outdoor Education and our Women’s Weekend
programs).
Jeff remains as the Senior Director and will be onsite at Camp
during Summer 2010. Jeff will be stepping back from the active
day to day management of Wenonah throughout the off-season
and will focus on numerous other responsibilities. Jeff has been
acclaimed for a further two year term as the President of the
Canadian Camping Association/Association des Camps du
Canada until December 31, 2011 and also continues as a member
of the Steering Committee of the International Camping
Fellowship.
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CAMP WENONAH
CENTRE FOR OUTDOOR EDUCATION:
YEAR IN REVIEW

T

he Camp Wenonah Centre for Outdoor Education
welcomes schools from a number of cities and regions across
Ontario. Many school groups return to Wenonah annually, as
their visit becomes an important tradition within the school
year.
Wenonah offers programs that challenge and stimulate
participants of every age and experience through a traditional
Outdoor Education Centre model. The Wenonah programs all
place a value on community, interdependence, personal
development, and an appreciation and respect for the natural
world
The Outdoor Centre experienced a year of significant
developments this past year. Several new programs were
launched to great acclaim, including Group Development
Initiatives, Geocaching, Interpretive Nature Hikes, and a
redesigned Arts & Crafts program.

FIVE YEARS

Queen Elizabeth Public School (Leamington)

FOUR YEARS

Iroquois Public School (Iroquois)
St. John Elementary School (Oakville)

Each year, we receive numerous thoughtful comments from
teachers and students:
From a student: “(At Wenonah) I learned that I really can do
anything with a little bit of encouragement. I rock climbed, I
climbed the vertical playground, I kayaked, and canoed for
the first time.”

THREE YEARS

Halton Waldorf School (Burlington)
Hillfield Strathallan College (Hamilton)
Holy Family School (Hanover)

TWO YEARS

From a teacher: “The students benefit immensely from the
exposure to new activities. The staff provide an exceptional
environment where students can try new things, learn a lot,
and enjoy themselves while doing it.”

Dr. S.J. Phillips Public School (Oshawa)
Kempenfelt Bay School (Barrie)
Terry Fox Elementary School (Barrie)
Watt Public School (Utterson)

Many thanks to those groups that joined us at Wenonah this
past season:

ONE YEAR

THIRTEEN YEARS

Aldergrove Public School (Unionville)

Discover Paddling (Kanata)
Eastdale Collegiate Institute (Oshawa)
Guthrie Public School (Oro Station)
Lakehead University – Orillia Campus (Orillia)
Tottenham Public School (Tottenham)

EIGHT YEARS

Haliburton Highlands Secondary School (Haliburton)
Killarney Beach Public School (Lefroy)
Randall Public School (Markham)

SEVEN YEARS

M.T. Davidson Public School (Callander)
St. Catherine of Siena School (Barrie)

SIX YEARS

Ancaster Senior Public School (Ancaster)
Dougall Avenue Public School (Windsor)
Silver Birches Public School (North Bay)
St. Nicholas School (Barrie)
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2009: A YEAR OF GROWTH

T

his season marked another year of many improvements
around Wenonah’s program, service, site and facility:

•

Wenonah took full charge of food service, choosing to do
an “in-house” style of catering and appointing Brad
Laidlaw as Executive Chef. Brad boasts a remarkable
resume, and we are proud that he will be continuing to
serve us great meals throughout the season at Camp in
the years ahead. Brad has an extensive background in
fine dining, and brings over 15 years of experience in the
food service industry to Wenonah. Brad began his career
as an apprentice at the prestigious Glen Abbey Golf Club
(Oakville, ON), where he rose to the position of Sous
Chef. From
there, Brad
worked in the
kitchen at
Chateau Lake
Louise
(Alberta),
Windermere
House
(Muskoka, ON),
and Blue
Mountain Ski
Club (Collingwood, ON). In 2000, Brad was awarded Ski
Canada's award for the country's best fine dining. Brad
first worked at Camp Wenonah during the 2006 Summer
Camp season. During the winter, Brad is the Executive
Chef at Georgian Peaks Ski Club (Thornbury, Ontario).

•

During the Fall season, Challenges Unlimited Inc. (CUI)
resurfaced the climbing wall. CUI has built, maintained
and trained Wenonah’s Climbing and Initiative programs
since 1998.

•

A trampoline style “Inuit Blanket” was added to our
Initiatives and Group Development program.

•

Headed by Jon Eidson and Greg Brown, Wenonah
enjoyed new performances and dances with the inception
of a Musical Theatre PIC throughout the summer.

•

Geocaching was introduced to both the Outdoor
Centre and Summer Camp programs. The program
features the use of our new handheld Garmin GPS units
and an interactive course throughout Camp.

•

A new, two room cottage-style building, aptly named
“The Moustache Lounge,” was constructed in Cookstown
for Executive Chef Brad Laidlaw. The construction was led
by Simon Wells and Matt Burke.

•

Wenonah acquired a new fleet of “Prodigy” kayaks
during the Spring. These kayaks provide a stable and
comfortable boat that allows campers to learn and
progress their paddling skills effectively.

•

In the early Spring, a new shower house was built by
Mike & Mark Brick, Simon Wells and Matt Burke, and is
located in the Girls Washroom building. The shower
house features 11 individual stalls and has greatly
enhanced showering capabilities at Camp.

•

Two “SPOT” Transmitters were purchased for
Wenonah’s Outtripping program. These GPS transmitters
are able to send a check-in message to Camp, call for
help and track canoe routes. The devices were used on
the POLARIS seven-day canoe trips in July and August.
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LORD SOMERS:
THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN
ADVENTURE!

That promise was fulfilled when I arrived in Melbourne on
January 1st of 2009 to participate in the 80th anniversary
season of Lord Somers in a staffing role.
I could write a book about my nine days at Somers but will
instead give you just a snapshot of this remarkable program.

By Jeff Bradshaw

The Camp was founded by Lord Somers, the Governor of
the state of Victoria, in 1929. Lord Somers’ dream was to
bring together young men from various backgrounds to live
and work and learn together in an environment that fostered teamwork, problem solving and personal growth.
Following the Camp experience, many “Men of Somers”
would continue to serve the community through the
Powerhouse organization in Melbourne.

Darwin

Cairns

Northern Territory

Queensland
Alice Springs

Western Australia

Ayers Rock

Brisbane

South Australia

Perth

Port Augusta

New South Wales
Adelaide

Sydney

Albany

Canberra

Victoria
Melbourne

Tasmania
Hobart

I have been fortunate in my life in camping to know many
outstanding camping leaders from across Canada and from
around the world.
One such individual who became a great friend was Bill
Bowker. Bill, along with his wife Jenny owned and operated
Kangaroobie, a phenomenal outdoor education centre on
the southern coast of Australia (www.kangaroobie.com).
Their son Matt continues the family legacy today.

The Camp is located on a spectacular piece of oceanfront
property south of Melbourne.

Bill and Jenny became great friends through our shared
commitment to the work of the International Camping
Fellowship. I have fond memories of a trip to Kangaroobie
in November 1998 where I was able to see first-hand the
remarkable programs and environment that the Bowkers
had nurtured and developed.
Bill not only led his beloved Kangaroobie, but also had an
active commitment throughout his life to a camping program
called Lord Somers. Each year, Bill would set aside a week
in January (Australia’s Summer season!) to commit his time
and talents to the Lord Somers program. He often told me
that it was one of the most remarkable experiences of his
life and that it had to be experienced first-hand to be
understood and appreciated.
He encouraged me, on a regular basis, to come to Australia
and to witness the Somers program up close. Before Bill
passed away in June 2000, I promised him that one day I
would attend Lord Somers.
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One hundred seventeen year olds are nominated to attend
Lord Somers from across Australia each year. During their
week at Camp, they are led by over 150 volunteer staff
members of all ages and from all walks of life. Many staff
members were themselves “Groupers” or campers at
Somers. Lord Somers participants may only attend once.
Any further involvement comes through a staff role. I was
stunned to discover men in their 50s, 60s and 70s who
would regularly commit themselves to serve and offer leadership during Somers each year. And this after just a week
at Somers when they were 17 years of age! Remarkable.
I will admit that I arrived at Somers somewhat skeptical of
what could be accomplished after just a few days. At
Wenonah, we have our POLARIS and WCITs complete a
total of eight weeks and I can see the tremendous growth
that takes place. But a week? I needed to be convinced.

The program, in very general terms, assigns the 100 participants into one of five colour groups (Light Blue, Dark Blue,
Red, Green and Yellow). They live together and face challenges in these groups. The learning opportunities are
incredible and the program structure and content is unlike
anything I am aware of in camping anywhere in the world.
One of the outcomes of my time at Somers is that I’ve
learned is that it’s impossible to communicate the experience in a way that makes much sense! You do have to be
there to appreciate it.
But I can say that that just imagine what happens when 180
staff members plan a year in advance for one week of
Camp! The level of careful consideration around every
aspect of the program was inspiring.

After a week at Somers, I CAN say what Bill Bowker and
many others had told me; it was astonishing, remarkable
and one of the most astounding weeks of my life. I continue to think about, process and reflect on my time at Somers
on a regular basis.

In the 1980s, the Lord Somers model was evolved and Lady
Somers was born.
I was so taken by the Lord Somers experience that I vowed
to return. And return I will, in January 2011. Except this
time, I look forward to taking a small group from Wenonah
with me.
I’m pleased to announce that Wenonah will be creating
and funding an opportunity for one female leadership participant and one female staff member/alumni to attend Lady
Somers and one male leadership participant one male staff
member/alumni to attend Lord Somers in January 2011!
Through the support of our alumni staff group (FOW) and
others, we have made arrangements to fully fund the travel
to and from Australia and the camp experience itself.
FOW member Christine Wallace (currently residing in
Canberra, Australia) is also planning on offering leadership
to the Lady Somers program.
For those that are interested, a full application package will
be available by February 15th through the Burlington Camp
Office. A review panel will make the final decisions on
both leadership and staff participants by June 30, 2010.
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5 YEAR CAMPER AWARDS

10 YEAR CAMPER AWARDS

e were pleased to honour the following
campers with their 5 Year Camper Award this
past year. At presentations over the Summer, a
personalized, engraved miniature paddle was
presented to each camper who celebrated their
fifth year at Wenonah during the 2009 season.

everal new names were added to the growing list of
campers celebrating their tenth year at Wenonah. Each camper
was presented with an original piece of stained glass hand made
by Ted Tiemessen of Think Muskoka to commemorate their
milestone season at Camp.

W

Nicole Abbott
Chelsea Abram
Dominic Agostini
Austin Auger
Hailey Balaz
Lauryn Bassett
Shane Bassett
Rachel Bellamy
Beau Beriault
Hailey Brooks
River Brown
Sean Bureau
Sarah Burke
David Carbonaro
Madeleine Carson Bull
Liam Connor
Katrina Cruickshank
Alexa Godin
Quinn Goff
Bridget Graham
Madeline Grant
Liam Healey
Benjamin Heavenrich
Jacquelyn Heiser
Daniel Heutschi
Rhys Jones
Jillian Kent
Queeny Kuffour
Michelle Lackey
Ben McCrimmon
Thomas McHugh
Simon McNeil
Caitlin Menczel
Max Musgrove

Jessica Myers
Sarah Myers
Jay Nero
Olivia Nicholl
Amy Omelebele
Gaby Patenaude
Andrew Pearce
Michael Pearce
Ian Phillips
Hannah Rauseo
Lauren Schwartz
Brian Scott
William Scott
Eden Shaul
Tom Stesco
Jacqueline Stevens
Melanie Stevens
Stephanie Stevens
Aaron Stirtzinger-Bell
Nikolas Thorpe
M. Rae Tilley
Robert Tillmann
Will Tillmann
Graeme Tithecott
Jessica Upper
Maria Vuckovic
Alex Waite
Andrew Webb
Sophia Weinrib
Sara Wollschlaeger
Robbie Wulfsohn
Natalie Wyatt
Andrew Young

THE WENONAH WARBLER • ANNUAL 2010

S

Julie Gass
Cameron McOuat
Eric Caprio
Richard Sidey
Olivia King
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THE WORLD AT WENONAH!

W

ere are the stories of some of our international
campers . . .

enonah has truly become a destination for many
international campers and staff. In 2009, we were thrilled
to have many international friends with us from around
the world.

Lorena de la Maza & Ana Paula Hernandez Carrillo (Mexico)
Ana Paula and Lorena
are both long time
Wenonah campers,
having attended Camp
for three and four years
respectively. They are
familiar faces at Camp
in July, and participated
in the July POLARIS
program together
during Summer Camp
2009.

Among those countries represented at Wenonah:
Australia
China
Colombia
Czech Republic
France
Germany
South Korea
Martinique
Mexico
Netherlands
Qatar
Scotland
Singapore
Spain
Switzerland
Venezuela
United States (Pennsylvania, Florida, Virginia, Connecticut,
New Jersey, Massachusetts, Missouri, Illinois, New York)
Canada (Ontario & Quebec)
We are proud of the deep connection
and commitment that our international
campers and their families have to
Wenonah. Each year, dozens of international campers travel
to Camp by plane, train, and automobile. All of them do
so eagerly anticipating their Canadian camp experience on
the shores of Clear Lake.

Friends from home, Ana Paula and Lorena look forward each
year to returning to Wenonah. Though the Camp experience
strengthens their friendship with each other, they say they
love Wenonah because they find that “everyone is friends
with everyone.”
Lorena’s family has a long history with
Wenonah, with both cousins and siblings
having attended Camp. Lorena notes
that Wenonah is unlike any experience
she could have in Mexico. She enjoyed the variety of activities
available at Camp, and is proud that she learned to canoe on
Clear Lake and on outtrips. It was important for Lorena to
have an opportunity to improve her English at Camp and,
additionally, to develop her leadership skills through the
POLARIS program. “It’s an amazing getaway,” she says about
Wenonah.
Ana Paula learned about Wenonah from Lorena, and decided
to attend Camp because of her friend. Through the Wenonah
experience, Ana Paula says she developed a greater appreciation
for nature. She also learned skills at Camp that she never
thought she would. It was at Camp that she first learned to
sail, canoe, and kayak. But, more than anything, Ana Paula is
grateful that Camp has taught her to live with other people,
to develop relationships with her peers, and to be more
independent. What does Ana Paula say is one of her favourite
things at Wenonah? It is “the ambiance of friendship.”
Each year, “we want to come back to Camp because of our
friends... we look forward to seeing them,” say the girls.
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Julie Kim (South Korea)

Philipp Schwabedal (Germany)
Philipp enjoyed his first
experience at Camp Wenonah
this past Summer. He attended
August Camp, and lived in
White Pine with several other
first time campers.
Philipp participated in many
activities during his four weeks
at Camp, including a number of
activities he had never tried
before. Tennis was one of his
favourite new activities that he
learned. Like many White Pine
campers, Philipp was also a
familiar site around the tetherball
courts and ping pong tables!
One of Philipp’s goals while at Camp was to improve his
English. Speaking at the end of his time at Camp, the
improvement was noticeable. “I can speak better English,”
Philipp noted as he reflected back on his first days at
Wenonah. He was thankful for the support that he
received from his counsellor and the other staff at Camp.
“They helped me when I didn’t understand things.”
If anything stood out to Philipp about his experience at
Camp, it was this: “I met lots of friends” at Wenonah.
Alex Hynes (Scotland)
Alex was a first time camper in
2009, participating in the July
POLARIS program.

Julie attended Wenonah for the
first time last Summer, and
enjoyed her two weeks living in
Willow with several other new
campers.
With the support of her cabin
mates, Julie was happy to
improve her English while she
was at Camp. “I did very well
learning English,” says Julie.
In addition to her language
development, Julie also spoke
about the relationships she built
with her cabin mates while
living in Willow. “They are very kind to me,” Julie says of the
girls in her cabin.
Among the other highlights of Camp for Julie was Wenonah
Games. A member of Aki, Julie enjoyed the three days of
Wenonah Games at the end of Period Four. Her favourite
activity was archery, says Julie, adding that she had a lot of
fun learning the activity and participating in a Wenonah
Games archery tournament.
Julie slept in a tent for the first time during her time at Camp.
She enjoyed an overnight canoe trip on Saw Lake with her
cabin mates, and made many new friends during her trip
experience. She also enjoyed playing tennis, which was
another activity that she had never tried before. Julie
mentioned that the “trees and nature” stood out to her as
being unique at Wenonah.
Yann Carpente (France)

With family members already
living in Canada, Alex was
eager to visit the country. He
was intrigued by the idea of
attending a Canadian summer
camp, and discovered Camp
Wenonah online. Alex said the
idea of participating in a
leadership program that allowed
him to develop both his hard and soft skill sets was
especially appealing to him.
Alex learned a lot about himself during his month at
Wenonah. He says, “I found out that I am able to do more
than I thought,” noting that he surprised himself by soloing
a canoe on a two kilometre portage during a week-long
canoe trip in Algonquin Park with the POLARIS program.
Alex described the canoe trip as “absolutely amazing.”
He especially enjoyed getting to know his trip group so
well, and making many new friends.
Alex looks forward to returning to Camp Wenonah.
“Everybody here is awesome. There are so many different
types of people,” he says.

THE WENONAH WARBLER • ANNUAL 2010

Yann wanted to learn English at
a Camp in Canada, and decided
on Wenonah after discovering
about it from a family friend.
He attended Camp for the first
time in August, participating in
the POLARIS program.
Yann was thrilled to meet so
many people from other countries
at Wenonah. He says he
learned about other countries
during his month at Camp.
He also “learned a lot about
community life.”
The POLARIS program encouraged Yann to try things that he
never thought he could do. For example, he participated in a
week-long canoe trip during POLARIS. On the canoe trip, he
took a turn as “Leader of the Day” where he organized and
lead the participants and staff members on the trip. He
learned from this experience that he was able to lead his
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peers, and he discovered he was a good decision maker. In
the leadership role, Yann says he enjoyed having to think
not for himself, but for the good of the group.
Yann’s experience at Camp Wenonah has inspired him.
At Camp, he says he liked living with others and working
cooperatively with his peers. Camp has motivated in him
new dreams of traveling the world, and meeting new people.
Margarita Sanchez Gonzalez (Spain)
Margarita attended Wenonah
as a one-month camper in
August. During her summer
at Camp, Margarita lived with
other girls staying for one
month in Alder.
She spoke endearingly about
her cabinmates. The girls
“are always singing and
laughing. They are funny.
I have many friends in the
cabin,” says Margarita.

Wouter enjoys many of the activities offered at Camp.
Canoeing was one of his favourite activities, and he was
quick to develop his paddling skills. He participated in the
Mickle Island canoe race during Wenonah Games, and was
also a member of the Solo Paddlers Club. He found learning
to paddle on his own was a challenge, but one that he
quite enjoyed.
It was fitting to see Wouter, with the other members of the
Solo Paddlers Club, on the water during the final night of
August Camp. For the traditional Canoe Ballet, Wouter and
the other soloists paddled in unison to the music being
played on shore. It was a tremendous sight to see on a
perfect final night of Camp.
David Fesenmaier (United States)
David is a veteran international camper at Wenonah,
having first attended Camp as a nine year old. He has
since spent seven summers at Wenonah, most recently
participating in the month-long POLARIS program.
David’s family knew a former
Wenonah staff member, who
first introduced the idea of
attending Camp to them.
Although he has seen any
number of developments
during his years at Camp,
David is still struck by the
natural environment at
Wenonah.

Margarita decided that she
wanted to attend Wenonah after seeing the Camp website.
She liked the activities that were offered. Swimming is one
of Margarita’s strengths, and the idea of swimming in Clear
Lake was especially appealing to her. She also wanted to
improve her English, and found she was able to do so by
talking with her cabin mates and learning from her counsellors.
What were her impressions of Camp Wenonah? “The leaders
are very friendly,” says Margarita. She was struck by the
environment at Camp, and really liked Camp’s natural setting.
She also enjoyed Wenonah Games, especially the cheering
that breaks out in the Lodge during mealtime. “Wenonah
Games is the best,” reflects Margarita.
Wouter Swagemakers (Netherlands)
Family connections are a
common reason that some
international campers attend
Wenonah. In Wouter’s case,
his cousins Max and Tessie
were both long time
Wenonah campers (and
Tessie was also a Camp staff
member). Wouter returned to
Camp for his second summer,
and was excited to be in the
same cabin as Max.

His favourite parts of the
Camp experience are the
traditions. Of Wenonah
Games, David spoke about
how fun they are. He
enjoyed the activities during Wenonah Games because he
met many new people and had opportunities to compete in
activities that he liked. Campfires were also a highlight of
his Camp experience, especially the “funny songs” and
“meaningful performances” that were shared.
The POLARIS program allowed David to develop his
leadership skills. He was proud that he achieved levels in
swimming, canoeing, and sailing during his month at Camp.
David also learned to balance different responsibilities,
which he thought would be especially useful when he
returned to school following Camp. David was also proud
that he had opportunities to help younger campers when
they needed it.

Wouter had learned some English in classes at school, but
found his English improved from his experiences at Camp.
He enjoyed learning to speak the language in a supportive
community, where “everyone is nice.”
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FUN AND LAUGHTER AT WEENONAH

T

his past year saw the successful inauguration of our new,
two-night WEEnonah program for 5-7 year olds. For many new
young campers this was the first time away from home and an
opportunity to enjoy their first taste of the Summer Camp
experience. Campers made new friends and participated in a
fun and active program that kept them engaged throughout
their stay at Camp.
Our first WEEnonah staff team included Will Stratton, Bootsie
Best, Edgar Vidaurre Alvarez, Shannon Murray, Emma Pickard,
Steff Duck, Doreen Sauve and Renata Bradshaw. Cam Rowlands,
Andrew Cohrs, Julia Stephenson and Alex Campbell were also
on hand to join in on the fun along with our two WEEnonah
nurses, Jane Guolo and Anne Patrick. This experienced and
nurturing staff group, provided our 23 WEEnonah campers with
support and guidance to ensure that they enjoyed a positive
first time Camp experience, setting the tone for an appreciation
of the natural world, outdoor activity, and sense of community,
belonging and of course fun!

NEW CAMPER AND
FAMILY OPEN HOUSE

O

ver 100 excited campers and their families
joined us for our annual New Camper & Family
Open House at Camp in June. This event is held as
part of our New Camper Orientation program, to
help introduce children and their families to the
Wenonah experience.
The Open House was hosted by the staff of The
Camp Wenonah Centre for Outdoor Education.
Families were invited to tour the Wenonah site, enjoy
a complimentary meal, and participate in some
activities at some of our most popular program areas.

While the WEEnonah campers primarily participated in activities
as their own special group, they also had several opportunities
to join the entire Period 5 Camp Community in the Lodge for
meals, to begin the day at Morning Watch, and at the rousing
Opening Campfire.
With their new friends and caring leaders, WEEnonah
campers enjoyed a great variety of experiences combining
both traditional Camp activities with custom designed, age
appropriate programs.

For the first time, families were also invited to stay
overnight at Camp. This component of the
Orientation program, offered on a first-come,
first-served basis, was a great success! Camp style
programs were offered throughout the weekend,
including an evening campfire that was a terrific
highlight.
New Camp families should mark Saturday, June 19th
on their calendars for the 2010 New Camper &
Family Open House.

A few WEEnonah highlights included a beach party complete
with bubble making, body painting, and water games, a lunch
time campfire cookout, a craft bonanza including candle making,
hobby horses and flying rockets, archery, a Voyageur canoe
ride, an exciting and eventful Pirate & Pirate Princess theme
day, campfires with songs and skits, and more. This first time
Camp experience was then celebrated with a very popular
WEEnonah slideshow that to the sound of laughter depicted the
many friends and activities that all the WEEnonah campers
enjoyed, throughout their stay at Wenonah.
It is the laughter and the smiles on the campers’ faces that
reflect the success of our first WEEnonah program!
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“what CAMP wenonah
means to me”

I

n January, campers, staff, and leadership participants
were invited to enter a contest by writing about the
meaning of a Camp Wenonah experience to them. We
received numerous thoughtful entries for the contest
hosted on www.campwenonah.com.

Congratulations to Erica Zucker, a long time August camper,
for her winning effort. As a prize, Erica won a piece from
Wenonah’s 2009 clothing line. Special mention also goes to
Sage Cryderman (August Camp) and Nathan Flegel (Period
One) for their runner-up entries.
We are proud to share Erica, Sage, and Nathan’s entries:

“When I think “Camp,” I think of the same words each time;
friends, family, home, love. I think of the cabins, the lake, and
the campgrounds. Put together, all these things create my
summer home, my Camp Wenonah.
Over the years, I have grown to love Camp more and more.
Some may ask “why do you love Camp so much?” and for
that there is no simple answer. To me, Camp is a home, with
a family that loves you unconditionally. It is a home in which
you are never left alone or without anything to do. A home
where you don’t want to sleep or even blink, because when
you do, you miss so much, so you try your hardest to live
every moment. I love camp and I am counting down the days
until I arrive there, returning home but at the same time
feeling like I never left.” - Erica Zucker

“Camp Wenonah means having fun everyday. I really like
their choices of activities and food. My favourite activities
are rock climbing, art and archery. They taught me how to
shoot an arrow and I even hit the bulls-eye two times. I
was really happy that I hit the bullseye. Art is really fun,
we made our own chia pet that grew grass hair from his
head. His name was “Grassy”. I also liked rock climbing a
lot, it was really fun. I liked the obstacle course one the
best. I liked the morning dip, it really wakes you up. My
favourite meal was the hamburgers that the chefs made. It
had green peppers, tomatoes, onions, lettuce and red
peppers. They were so good. I can’t wait to go back this
summer.” – Nathan Flegel

“Have you ever had one of those moments, where you don’t
care about what happens next, or why it happens? Where you
don’t have any worries in the back of your mind about
school, or conflicts? Where you don’t want to be anywhere
but where you are, you don’t want to be anyone but who you
are, and you don’t want to feel anything but what you feel in
that exact moment. Where so many things make sense, yet
you are fine with not knowing about the things that don’t.
Where you are completely engulfed in that particular moment
and surrounded by your own bliss which is magnified by the
bliss of those around you. Imagine being in this state, but
being able to feel it for a month. THIS, is what Camp
Wenonah is to me.” – Sage Cryderman
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SHIKOKU CANADIAN GLOBAL CAMP

C

amp Wenonah is proud to be in partnership with the
Shikoku Global Canadian Camp near Takamatsu, Japan.
Since 2000, JR Shikoku has offered a Summer Camp program
in Japan based on the Camp Wenonah experience. Each
year, a team of Wenonah staff and alumni travel to Japan to
offer support and senior leadership to SCGC. The 2009
Wenonah staff team included Director Oliver Gatalo, Girls
Section Director Amy Craig-Neil, and Boys Section Director
Nate Moenck. Oliver recounts the 2009 SCGC experience:

Located in the Seto Inland Sea, off the Northern coast of the
Kagawa prefecture lies a tiny island in the shape of a triangle
with a hill on each vertex. The island is famous in Japan for
being the home of the folk legend Urashima Taro, a fisherman
who was escorted to the Palace of the Dragon God by a
turtle whom he saved, only to return 350 years in the
future. It is also the location of the Hotel Le Port, which,
during the month of August, becomes the site of the
Shikoku Canadian Global Camp (SCGC).
I had the pleasure of being the Canadian Director of SCGC
last summer, and it is an experience entirely unlike
Wenonah. The campsite is not in a dense forest like
Wenonah’s on Clear Lake, but is in a small sleepy fishing
village. We have General Swim and kayaking in the Seto
Inland Sea. Options take place in an old school gymnasium
(a remnant from when the island was more inhabited),
where there is a basketball court and table tennis. On one
occasion, the current owner of the hotel, Hiraki-san (Mr.
Hiraki), showed the Camp a display of fluorescent plankton.
He collected large populations in jars, and as he scattered
them across the beach, we saw them diffuse in the ocean
like spiralling fireworks and light up the shore like a galaxy.

Campers arrive from all over Shikoku for short sessions of
overnight camping, lasting four days to a week. They
enjoy an eclectic array of Canadian and Japanese activities.
I really enjoyed being able to re-experience some
Wenonah favourites with campers and staff who were
experiencing these activities for the first time. I watched
the campers become entranced by the design of their
S’mores, fastidiously roasting their marshmallows and
positioning them between two cookies. Camp Shikoku
Little Theatre took on a whole new level of unintentional
hilarity when the perplexing Japanese sketches had to be
hastily translated. SCGC also offers some activities which
are unique to Awashima, such as catching crabs and
prehistorically sized insects for cabin choice.

The island itself is gorgeous. It is surrounded by island
foothills and cliffs. On clear days, when the haze recedes,
you can see far off into the horizon, and on foggy days the
clouds linger among the trees atop the foothills. At night
you can see the lights of a nearby coastal town. Mid-way
through August there is a local festival, and they celebrate
by putting on an elaborate display of fireworks.

Last summer the Japanese staff came from all over Japan,
from places such as Tokyo, Hiroshima and Fukuoka. I
thoroughly enjoyed being able to convey why I think
Camp is essential, and watching people share this
understanding. It is something truly special to see staff
and campers experience the enthusiasm, sense of
community and the sheer joy that is Summer Camp, and
it is so rewarding for me to have been able to impart
these qualities on the other side of the world.
Next year is the tenth year of SCGC and it will be an
amazing experience for the children who get to go!
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PRE-CAMP HIGHLIGHTS

E

ach year, Wenonah staff members come together at Camp for at least a
week of staff training in preparation for Summer Camp. A few features from this
past year included:

•

A visit from Camp McGovern during which staff collectively shared a three
day training and skill development experience. Camp McGovern takes
only children involved in Big Brothers and Big Sisters programs around
Ontario as well as from local United Way member agencies. It was
wonderful to share perspectives and experiences between the two staff
groups.

•

Rainer Noack (the founder of Burlington Student Theatre thirty years ago),
accompanied by senior instructors Elaine Delsnyder and Daniela
Carnevale, facilitated an active theatre skills session.

•
•

Gerry Todd, our long time canoe examiner held a canoeing clinic.

•

Andy Rodford, Headmaster of Kempenfelt Bay School and former
Director of Onondaga Camp was another dynamic guest speaker
facilitating workshops about Kids Today; Challenges & Opportunities as
well as Turning the Ordinary into the Extraordinary.

•

Several alumni staff led great skill enhancement sessions including Dave
“Mano” Watson, Simon Wells, Matt Burke, and Jason Monteith.

•

A staff auction is held each year during Summer Staff PreCamp training.
Auction items are donated by staff members and Camp friends. Staff
members, in turn, bid on the items and then donate proceeds to a Camp
project and charity. The 2009 Wenonah staff team raised a record $4323
through the staff auction! Money raised through the staff auction
was allocated to the purchase of white water kayaks for Camp (to be
delivered for the start of the 2010 Summer Camp season), and was also
donated to the Kids In Camp charity (www.kidsincamp.com) which
provides support for families in need to give their children an experience
at accredited Ontario Camps Association camps.

Catherine Ross, former Owner/Director of Camp Mi-A-Kon-Da for girls,
Past President of the Society of Camp Directors, Honorary Life Member of
the Ontario Camps Association and the Communications Director for the
Canadian Camping Association, gave an inspiring keynote address; No
Child Left Inside – The Nature of Camp, as well as a workshop based on
her well renowned book, How To Be A Camp Counsellor.
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CAMPER
ART INITIATIVE
CONTINUES

B

egun in 2007 our Camper Art
Initiative strives to select one outstanding piece of artwork completed by a
camper and to add it to our Health
Centre Collection. This Camper
Gallery reflects the many talented
campers we have at Camp and also
the inspiration that Camp has given
them. This year’s contribution to our
Gallery is a beautiful acrylic painting
of a camper enjoying the waters of
Clear Lake at the Wenonah beach,
painted by Sage Cryderman. Sage is a
long-time camper at Wenonah and a
fine young artist. We congratulate
her and thank her for her meaningful
contribution to our Gallery and to
our larger Camp Wenonah
Community.
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DID YOU KNOW?

•

Jeff continues to be VERY active in the work of both the
Canadian Camping Association/Association des Camps
du Canada (CCA/ACC) and the International Camping
Fellowship.

Association of Independent Camps (AIC). The AEE is
made up of over 1500 like-minded organizations,
including colleges and universities, summer camps,
outdoor education centres, adventure programs, and
environmental organizations. The AEE is “dedicated to
experiential education and the students, educators and
practitioners who utilize its philosophy.” AIC membership
is from Canada, the United States, and around the
world, and primarily consists of those who own, direct,
or work for independent camps. The AIC is made up of
“success oriented camp professionals who together
identify emergent issues and develop programs, services,
and products to enhance camp business operations.”
In addition to its membership with the AEE and AIC,
Wenonah is an accredited member of the Ontario
Camps Association, and is also an active member with
the Canadian Camping Association/Association des
Camps du Canada and the International Camping
Fellowship. Wenonah is also a proud member of the
Ontario Recreational Canoe and Kayak Association,
Lifesaving Society, Red Cross Society, and Canadian
Yachting Association.

N Jeff is the current President of the CCA/ACC and has
recently been acclaimed to serve a second two year
term through December 2011. He has been active
over the past few years attending meetings, leading
training and speaking at Conferences in British
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario,
Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia as well as at
American Camp Association National Conferences in
Nashville, Tennessee, and Orlando, Florida.
N Jeff also continues
his work as a
member of the
Steering
Committee of the
International
Camping
Fellowship.
During 2009, Jeff
participated in meetings in Hong Kong and Taiwan and
was a speaker at the 3rd Asia Oceania Camping
Congress in October 2009 in Taipei, Taiwan.

•

Associate Director Liz Mossington married Wenonah
alumni staff member Brandon McClounie on March 17,
2009 in Fernie, British Columbia. Jeff & Renata, along
with Shannon Wilson, were thrilled to join a small group
that were a part of this wonderful day. Liz and Brandon
have settled in Port Moody, BC where Brandon works
with the Sasamat Outdoor Centre. Liz and Brandon are
expecting their first child in late December 2009.

•

The season-long Wenonah
Staff Tennis Championships
culminated in a gripping
five set final featuring Ryan
Mueller and his brother
Brett. Ryan defended his
title after a terrific match
that had the large crowd
captivated by some brilliant
play.

•

Jon Eidson was victorious in the inaugural two month
Wenonah Cribbage Classic in an exciting best of three
game final. Matt Young was the runner-up. Wenonah
Cribbage Commissioner Ali Hendrick hailed the riveting
play throughout the Summer as “cribbage of the highest
order.”

•

Wenonah joined two organizations this past year, including
the Association for Experiential Education (AEE) and the
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•

Former staff member and current active alumni
Christine Wallace married Brendon McKenzie (himself
a former Wenonah staff member) on October 17, 2009
near Christine’s childhood home of Wagga Wagga,
Australia.

•

Photographs from Wenonah are predominantly featured
in, How to be a Camp Counsellor…the best job in the
world! (2009), written by our good friend and fellow
camping professional Catherine Ross. This resource
book for summer camp staff is filled with a wealth of
knowledge, information, useful tools and many images
of familiar Wenonah faces and places!

•

The POLARIS
Project returns!
Throughout
Wenonah’s
history several
POLARIS groups
have participated
in a project
contributing to
the enhancement
of Camp. A few
past projects include the implementation of a
recycling program, the creation of POLARIS Point, and
development of the Roundabout area. This year,
members of the August POLARIS group worked hard to
design and build a community deck in Leadership
Village. This new common area provides a place for
leadership participants to meet and offers a great
debriefing and lesson space, making it a great addition
to the Village.
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•

Nationally acclaimed singer and songwriter Peter Katz,
made a special trip to Wenonah in July and performed
several songs at an All Camp Evening Campfire. The
highlight of the program included The Camp Song
which he had written for the 2008 International
Camping Congress.

•

Creative Program Director Mieke Barette, volunteered
to blog for OUR KIDS magazine this past summer giving individuals an insiders look at camper experiences
at Camp Wenonah. A few of the blog topics included
a typical first day and the Wenonah tripping program.

•

In October, Wenonah helped facilitate a program for
the Heads and Chairs of Canada’s independent schools
at the Canadian Association of Independent Schools
Annual Conference. The program provided a unique
approach to educational workshops. It was designed to
challenge Conference delegates to work as a team,
communicate, coordinate, and to “think outside the
box”. Delegates were provided with team building
tools to encourage their students to learn in a fun and
meaningful way. A terrific group of Wenonah volunteers
made the program a great success. Our volunteers
included several 2009 POLARIS and WCITs, staff
members, and representatives from our Friends of
Wenonah alumni group. Our volunteers are to be
commended for the great job they did in facilitating a
truly unique program with special thanks to Jane
McCutcheon for all of her organizational expertise!

•

•

Camp Wenonah donated a two week camping session
to FINCA Canada in support of their fundraising Gala
event which focused its inaugural efforts on transforming
the lives of impoverished women and their families in
Haiti. Deb and Larry Forsyth, great friends of Camp
Wenonah and sister & brother-in-law to Associate
Director Caron Brick, introduced Wenonah to this
worthwhile cause and invited a group of Wenonah
representatives to the FINCA Gala. Caron and Mike
Brick, Mike Stewart, Oliver Gatalo, Jess Green and
Graeme Steel attended the evening on behalf of
Wenonah. As explained on their website, FINCA
Canada is a financial resource mobilization and public
outreach branch established to support FINCA
International’s mission to provide financial services to
the world’s lowest-income entrepreneurs so they can
create jobs, build assets, and improve their standard of
living. For more information about FINCA visit
www.fincacanada.org.

•

Mike Stewart made a presentation to the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario (CPSO) in February.
Mike joined members of the Camp Jumoke Board of
Directors for an appearance before the CPSO at
Women’s College Hospital in Toronto. Mike spoke
about the long-standing partnership that Wenonah has
had with Camp Jumoke. During the first two weeks of
August Camp, Wenonah is home to 35-40 Camp
Jumoke campers who have the support of medical professionals (doctors and nurses) while on site. For more
information on Camp Jumoke, please visit
www.jumoke.org.

•

Co-Directors Mike Stewart and Renata Bradshaw both
volunteered as OCA Standards Visitors at several camps
seeking re-accreditation with the Ontario Camps
Association this past summer. As part of the membership
accreditation process, camps adhere to over four hundred
standards pertaining to all aspects of camp operation
and are visited by OCA representatives every four years.
As well, in 2009 Camp Wenonah once again successfully
met and exceeded the required criteria for accreditation.
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In our ongoing efforts to enhance the Wenonah
experience, Wenonah staff participate in various
professional development and conference opportunities
throughout the year. A few highlights from this past
year include:
N Mike Stewart volunteered with the 2009 Ontario
Camps Association Conference held in Collingwood,
Ontario
N POLARIS Directors John Malcolm and Janette
Downie participated in an ORCKA Flatwater
Instructors Course hosted by Discover Padding
N Assistant Director Andrew Cohrs and Co-Director
Renata Bradshaw
along with 725
other delegates
representing 19
countries,
participated in
the 37th Annual
International
Conference of the
Association for
Experiential
Education in
Montreal.

ANNOUNCING
NEW INTRODUCTORY
PERIODS FOR 2010 PERIODS 1A/1B

B

uilding upon the great success of the
Period Five and WEEnonah introductory
Camp programs, we are pleased to announce
the launch of two new introductory programs
for 2010.

WENONAH FEATURED IN CANADA
CAMPS FOR PARENTS MAGAZINE

O

livia King (August WCIT) was invited to submit an article to
Canada Camps For Parents, a magazine published annually for
families in the Greater Toronto Area in January 2009. With a
readership of 300,000, the magazine is one of the most popular
camp publications in Canada.
Olivia, who received a ten
year camper award in August,
wrote eloquently about her
experience at Wenonah in the
magazine:

Periods 1A and 1B are to be held during the first
two weeks of July Camp, concurrent with
Period One. Periods 1A and 1B are seven
day/six night periods, and are open to first time
or younger campers aged 7-13 years.
Much like Period Five and WEEnonah, the
program structure for Periods 1A and 1B focuses
on the cabin experience. Campers live in a
cabin with other boys or girls of the same age,
most of whom are attending Camp for the first
time. Alongside their counsellors and cabin
groups, campers sample the very best of the
traditional Wenonah program. Campers take
part in cabin-based activities, which serve as an
introduction to many popular Camp program
areas (canoeing, kayaking, arts & crafts, tennis,
archery, climbing, outdoor adventure). The
schedule is rounded out by other favourite
Camp programs.
A veteran Wenonah staff member is assigned as
a counsellor to each Period 1A and 1B cabin
group. The counsellor lives in the cabin with
campers, allowing them to closely supervise
the camper experience while developing
meaningful and nurturing relationships with
their campers.

“Some say there is no such
thing as a home away from
home. After my Camp
experience I beg to differ.
For me, Summer Camp is
where I have grown up for the
past nine years of my life, and it
is a place that I hold dear.
Camp has been a place where
memories are created, where
traditions are instilled and
friendships are made that last a
lifetime. Going to Camp has
helped me mature and grow
as an individual, through
teaching me leadership skills, allowing me to appreciate the uniqueness
of others and opening up opportunities to try new things - all of
which have forever changed my outlook on life.
At Camp, uniqueness is highlighted for its potential value, and not its
strangeness. A role model can help bring that out in you. As a young
camper, the staff and senior campers are what made Camp so much
fun for me. When I was young, I remember there was an older
camper one year who showed me what Camp was all about. She
pushed me to be exactly who I was, and to go out and try new
things. When I was home-sick she was the one I talked to, and she
had the most positive impact on me during
Camp. She became my role model
that year at Camp. One night at dinner in the Lodge, I walked over to
the ‘big girl’ cabin table and told
her that, we both smiled. Till
this very day she is still my
role model and I wouldn’t
have met her if it wasn’t for
Camp.
If my parents hadn’t decided nine years ago to send me
to Camp for a summer, I would have never got the chance to
experience what Summer Camp is all about, and to make lifelong
memories. What an experience it has been!”
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CAMP JUMOKE
15th ANNIVERSARY GALA
By Mieke Barette

S

ince 2003 Camp Wenonah has been
proud to be the host site for Camp Jumoke
- a Summer Camp program for children
with Sickle Cell Disease. Sickle Cell
Disease is an inherited disorder that affects
the body’s red blood cells and which can
cause pain, fever and swelling of the joints
when blood cells become distorted.
Through different fundraisers Camp Jumoke
raises money to contribute toward the cost
for campers aged 8 to 17 to attend
Wenonah. Each year Camp Jumoke gives
35 to 40 campers the opportunity to attend
Camp during the first two weeks of August
at little or no cost to their families.
Camp Jumoke allows campers the opportunity to experience
the joys of Summer Camp including swimming, water
activities, outdoor education, campfires and group challenges
while under the supervision of experienced Wenonah
counselors and qualified Camp Jumoke medical staff.
2009 marked the 15th anniversary of the inception of
Camp Jumoke. An Anniversary Gala was held in Richmond
Hill on September 26th, 2009 to celebrate this milestone.
Wenonah staff and alumni who came out in support of
Camp Jumoke included Jeff Bradshaw, Josh & Maia
Bradshaw, Jonathan Bradshaw, Graeme Steel, Cameron
Green, Fraser McOuat, and Mieke Barette.
The night itself included numerous guest speakers including
Glyne Rollock – Camp Jumoke President, Lille Johnson the founder of the Sickle Cell Association, Bodun Macaulay
- Camp Jumoke’s past President and Melanie Kirby - a
Camp Jumoke medical doctor as well as Camp Jumoke
campers.
The Camp Jumoke Anniversary Gala awarded two
scholarships to campers. The Camp Jumoke 15th
Anniversary Scholarship was awarded to Danesha
Benjamin and Augustina Bempong received the 2009
Beverly Mascoll Scholarship.
The night was a collection of reflection and inspiration as
guests learned more from Jumoke campers on the positive
effect that attending Summer Camp has had on their
outlook in living with Sickle Cell Disease.
Camp Wenonah is looking forward to once again welcoming
Camp Jumoke campers during the 2010 Summer Camp
season.
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CANADIAN CAMPERS
PLANT WISH TREES
This article comes from a news item posted on the
Canadian Camping Association/Association des Camps du
Canada website (www.ccamping.org).

A

ndrea Koehle Jones, Executive Director of Love Trees
(www.lovetrees.ca) is a journalist, author, environmental
entrepreneur and mother of two children, living on Bowen
Island, British Columbia. Her company offers a unique
educational tree planting program, which combines
Andrea’s two passions: children and the environment.
When a child plants a tree, a very meaning and powerful
experience, they get to make a wish for the planet. Andrea
calls them Wish Trees. Recently, Andrea traveled to Africa
to plant trees with the native children. A video of this
experience can be viewed on Andrea’s website.
In spring 2009, Love Trees became a member of the United
Nations Environment Programme’s (UNEP) Billion Tree
Campaign and Andrea pledged to plant 5,000 trees by
December 2009.
As a former Ontario camper, counsellor and program director, on May 24, 2009, Andrea contacted her former director, Catherine Ross, for support. Andrea was willing to
deliver tree seedlings, free of charge, to camps that would
commit to a planting program involving their campers. The
deadline for ordering seedlings was the first week of June.
Given the tight timing, Catherine contacted Jeff Bradshaw,
President of CCA/ACC for his help. Together they emailed
the information to camps in their immediate areas. In no
time, twelve Ontario camps signed on: Ak-O-Mak, Cairn,
Glen Bernard, Kahquah, Manitou, McGovern, Mi-A-Kon-Da,
URJ Camp George, Tamarack, Tapawingo, Tawingo and
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Wenonah. Catherine put Andrea in touch with BC
President, Hartley Banack, which resulted in Easter Seals
Camp Winfield near Kelowna participating in the program.
In late June, Andrea arranged for the delivery of 2300
seedlings to Camp Wenonah, Ontario. These were then
quickly distributed to participating camps. Shortly after
arriving at camp for the start of the summer season,
hundreds of Ontario campers had the pleasure and
satisfaction of planting their tree and making a contribution
to the environment. In future years, campers will enjoy
watching the growth of their trees!
With sincere thanks to Andrea for supplying the seedlings
and to all the campers and staff who planted them and
helped to make the world a better place.
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IN MEMORY
OF DR. NORMA WRIGHT

FOW FAMILY EVENT
By Barb Janicek

E

W

e are saddened by the sudden
passing of our long time Camp Doctor,
Dr. Norma Wright.
Dr. Wright had been a well-respected
family physician in the medical community in Burlington, Ontario for over twenty-five years. She also had close personal
ties to the Bradshaw family being their
family doctor for decades and the attending physician at the birth of their children. Dr. Wright was attentive, caring
and provided personal care to her
patients.
Dr. Wright was also a member of the
original Wenonah Advisory Group that
was so instrumental in building the foundation for Camp Wenonah. Since 1997,
Dr. Wright was our Camp Doctor and on
an annual basis, would establish and certify medical directives, provide overall
direction to the medical care at Wenonah
and be available on an ongoing basis for
advice and consultation.
Dr. Norma Wright passed away on
August 14, 2009 in Burlington, at the age
of 68. She will be greatly missed.
As a tribute to Dr. Wright’s life and the
huge impact she had on so many,
Macleans magazine devoted the final
page of a recent issue to her. The article
can be found at:
www2.macleans.ca/2009/10/01/normaann-wright-1941-2009

very year, Camp Wenonah hosts some FOW (Friends of Wenonah)
events as a way for past staff members to remain involved with Camp. This
year there was an extra week at the end of the Summer, after Period 5 and
before the start of the Fall Outdoor Education Centre season. For the first time,
it became Family FOW!
Having families
attend this FOW
week was a great
reminder of why we
all love Camp. As
much as FOW
gatherings are
about re-connecting
with old friends,
reminiscing about
past Camp
adventures, and
getting a chance to
enjoy the Wenonah
site and facilities,
ultimately what
keeps us returning
each year is a
shared love of
Camp and camping.
Many of us don’t get to see Camp in full swing, in the Summer. Being able to
see it through the eyes of the children of former staff members was a fabulous
reminder of what we love about Camp in the first place. There is something
really special about seeing a group of kids huddled around a table, being led
by Wenonah staff in making bracelets; kids whose parents were the counsellors
and leaders of those same Wenonah staff.
FOW has always been about keeping people connected even after they stop
working regularly at Camp. Family FOW introduced us to a whole new generation of campers. And it was awesome!
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GOOD TIMES AND
GOOD FRIENDS
AT 2009 WOMEN’S
WEEKENDS

Fule Badoe
Gayle Barnett

009 saw another year of popular
Women’s Weekends. These weekend
getaways offer the opportunity for
women to rejuvenate and enjoy the
spirit and fun of Summer Camp on
the beautiful shores of Clear Lake at
Wenonah. The Spring and Fall seasons
attracted a great combination of new
faces as well as many veteran Women’s
Weekenders, participating in a unique
array of activities and workshops led
by experienced Wenonah staff and
qualified workshop leaders.

Valerie Houston-Lohan
Melissa Howe
Brad Laidlaw
Wendy Leigh-Bell
Milena Nosek
Tamara (Jarson) Rutkauskas
Bev Stewart

2

The weekends are designed to give
participants the choice and opportunity
to plan their time as they wish. There
are many opportunities for everyone
to enjoy time to relax, or to be active,
creative, or to receive well deserved
pampering. Women are free to
choose activities that will satisfy their
preferences individually, with
colleagues, or with a group of new
or old friends.

Frances (Effie) Barry
Mary Baxter and
Judy Baxter-Foreman
Diannah Benson

Eric Thompson
Fyonna Vanderwerf

African Drumming
Massage Services: Relaxation, Reflexology,
Aromatherapy, Reiki, Hot Stone
Belly Dancing
NIA & Afrofit (dance/martial arts/yoga) &
(African dance to drums)
Massage Services: Relaxation, Reflexology,
Aromatherapy, Reiki, Hot Stone
Tai Chi
Massage Services: Bowen Therapy
Pastry Making with Chef Brad
Knitting Skills and Projects
Cake Decorating Techniques
Yoga on the Beach
Massage Services: Relaxation, Reflexology,
Aromatherapy, Reiki, Hot Stone,
Indian Head Massage
Moon Shadows Estate Winery – wine tasting
Zumba (dance/cardio moves/toning exercises)

Along with our traditional weekend getaways, the 2009 season also saw the
return of our popular Scrapbooking Weekends. Women attending these
weekends enjoyed the luxury of uninterrupted time for themselves to work on
personal projects and to share ideas and tips with fellow scrapbook enthusiasts.
Participants also enjoyed the convenience of workshops, Make & Takes, and
Crafty Designs, a scrapbook supply store available on site. We were thrilled to
be joined again this past season by our terrific scrapbook facilitators and
appreciate them for sharing their time, expertise, and generosity:
Sandra De Medeiros
Laura Sousa
Gwen Vernon

Crafty Designs, BINGO Prize Donations,
Make & Take Supplies and Instruction
Scrapbooking Facilitation
Scrapbooking Seminars, Workshops, Consultation

Facilitated by our experienced
Wenonah Centre for Outdoor
Education staff, participants enjoyed
traditional Camp activities such as
hikes around the lake, sunset paddles,
the climbing wall, archery,
Geocaching, tennis, canoeing,
kayaking, campfires and S’mores.
We also saw the return of many
popular workshops as well as a large
variety of new activities led by highly
qualified professionals. We wish to
send out another great big thank you
to all of our dynamic 2009 workshop
leaders:

We also appreciate our great team of Wenonah alumni staff and friends who
provided leadership at Women’s Weekends this past season; Steff Duck, Tamara
(Jarson) Rutkauskas, Caron Brick, Shannon Brick, Sam Wood, Jenn McKye, Maia
Bradshaw and Jess Green.
Whether reading a good book on the swim docks, challenging oneself on the
climbing wall, participating in a workshop, or simply taking the time to relax
and enjoy the natural surroundings of Muskoka, Women’s Weekends at
Wenonah offer the opportunity to rejuvenate and share great memories with friends.
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WENONAH FOUNDATION
GOLF CLASSIC
Once again, the Wenonah Foundation Golf
Classic was a day of great friendship, great
golf and raising money for a great cause!
Held in May 2009, the Classic saw over
100 golfers and friends of Wenonah
come together at Carlisle Golf Club in
north Burlington.

CARLISLE GOLF CLUB – Once again,
special thanks to Neil Darragh and the
Carlisle staff for their professionalism and
support. We’re thrilled that Carlisle is the
permanent home of our tournament.
TOURNAMENT SUPPORT - Our
tournament volunteers, led by Caron Brick
included Larry Forsyth, Pat Schaefer, Jenny
Posavad, Jon Bradshaw, Dan Harrison, Janette Downie, Natalie Fox,
Lizzie Sarjeant, Sydney & Madison Bradshaw.

Our thanks to those that donated
prizes and supported the day:

THE 9TH WENONAH
FOUNDATION GOLF CLASSIC
– SATURDAY, MAY 29, 2010

$25,000 HOLE IN ONE CONTEST
FOW (Friends of Wenonah)
Alumni Group
THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR TOURNAMENT
SPONSORS:
ObjectSharp Consulting
Domino Remote Office Services
Tri M Promotions
In Memory of Scott Young
Think Muskoka Inc.
Vince and Milena Nosek
FOW Alumni Group
Grants & Hills
The Mueller Family
Pat & Bruce Schaefer
M & C Contracting
Jill Vandal
Mantleworks
Trans East Trailers
Mary & John McCutcheon
The Bradshaws
Amy & Paul Joliat
Gator Ted’s Tap & Grill
Tri M Promotions / Debra Mariciak
M & C Contracting (Mike & Caron Brick)
Donna & Bruce Hill
Jane & Don Grant
Marion & David Rowe
Mary Grant & Darcey Shallow
FOW Alumni Group
Carlisle Golf and Country Club
Mike Stewart
Think Muskoka Inc.
Pat & Bruce Schaefer
Gator Ted’s/Ted Kindos
Jon Westover
Rona Lansing-Burlington Store
Rona Lansing-Oakville, Royal Windsor Drive Store
Rowlands Family
Josh & Maia Bradshaw
Dylan Wade/Hockey Hall of Fame
Chris Park
Bradshaw Family
And many more!

Honouring Debra Mariciak
and Tri-M Promotions
Each year, at the Wenonah
Foundation Golf Classic, we are
honouring those who have had a
significant impact on Wenonah.
In 2009, our first honourees were
Caron and Mike Brick.
In 2010, we look forward to
honouring Debra Mariciak and her
company, Tri-M Promotions.
Debra and her two sons (Ken and Scott) have a long history at
Wenonah. The Mariciaks were a Founding Family and Ken and
Scott, after many years as campers (including POLARIS and WCITs)
went on to be staff members. Both are now active members of the
FOW alumni group.
Debra founded Tri-M Promotions, (www.tri-mpromotions.com) a
company that specializes in clothing and promotional items.
For the past fifteen years, Tri-M Promotions has been the main
supplier of Wenonah shirts, sweatshirts, hats, souvenirs and many
other great products. In addition, Debra has personally overseen
the production and delivery of specially-designed POLARIS and
WCIT sweatshirts each month at Camp.
Debra’s unfailing professionalism, service and commitment to quality
have dramatically impacted on the Wenonah experience.
We look forward to celebrating the accomplishments and
contributions of Debra Mariciak and Tri-M Promotions during
the 2010 Wenonah Foundation Golf Classic.
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2010: A LOOK AHEAD!

E

very year, we spend considerable time looking at ways
to improve and evolve our programs, services and facilities.
2010 promises to be no different! Here are just a few of the
things that we are busy working towards for the 2010 season:

•

With the tremendous popularity of the PICOs at Sailing,
we will continue to add additional PICO sailboats in
2010 to our fleet. Lasers will eventually be phased out
over the next few years.

•

Beginning in October 2010, the Lodge will be expanded
on the girls/canoeing side (the width of the Lodge and
thirty feet straight out!).

•

A new dishwasher (our Hobart has been in service for
over 40 years!) will be installed for the 2010 season.

•

A tripping addition will be added onto the back of the
kitchen providing our tripping staff with a great new
facility to store equipment and food, and to pack trips.

•

A walk-in freezer will be installed off of the dry storage
area in the kitchen.

•

New white water kayaks and the introduction of a white
water kayaking program for experienced paddlers and
POLARIS will begin in 2010.

•

We will see the addition of several new “Camp Clubs,”
including a Photography Club, Fishing Club, and an
Around & Across the Lake Challenge.

•

Several new PICs will be added, including Camp Craft,
Drama, and Challenges.
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•

The Camp menu will be redesigned, with a move
towards creating a one-month meal rotation.

•

A redesigned WCIT program will see participants
choose to focus on one of three streams during
their month at Camp including: Counselling,
Program, and Tripping.
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WENONAH GALLERY
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WENONAH FOUNDATION

F

or those campers who are only able to attend Camp due to the generous donations from Wenonah families and
friends, “Thank you,” just doesn’t seem adequate. But the children do appreciate the opportunity to learn new skills, meet
new friends, and gain a little bit of independence – regardless of their family’s financial situation – all because other
Wenonah families indicate their desire to contribute on their registration forms. Camperships are presented each year in
the name of one of our Founding Families. On behalf of all the families who have recently received assistance through
the Wenonah foundation, we would like to thank:
Halil Adiyaman
Dean Arfin & Carol Wallwork
Maurice AuCoin & Shelley Pogue
Gayle Barnett
Scott Bayliss, Terri VanExan &
Madison
Mark & Shannon Brick
Mike & Caron Brick
Tony Brouwer & Dorothy Loeffen
Randy Brown & Kelly Chapman
Tom Burrow & Helen HandfieldJones
David & Susan Butt
John Carter & Antoinette Tummillo
Stanislas & Christine Chapron
Peter & Catherine Clark
Josh Colley & Jamie Wilson
Frank & Barbara Coster
Stephane Cote & Nathalie Dumas
Jeff Cryderman & Theresa
Vanhaverbeke
Tyler Detz & Samantha Lloyd
Michael & Jill Dosman
Blake & Krista Dryden
Jan Eberhardt & Angela Munch
Ian Faulds & Heather Currie
Dan & Stephanie Forsyth
Gord Forsyth & Val McElroy
Larry & Debbie Forsyth
Tim & Shelley Forsyth
Denis Giles & Natalie MacDonald
Stephen & Kismet Goodbaum
John & Debbie Heiser
Brian & Sue Heyland
Brin & Leslie Horribin
Keri Humber & Kathryn Roberts
Nasry Hussein & Safynaz Moursi
Brent, Cheryl & Dakotah Jordan
Brian & Kelly Keegan
Michael Kotyck & Laurie McPherson
Gregg & Kathryn Korbon
Robert & Elaine Kozlov
Stuart LeMesurier & Judy Grout
Bob & Lorraine Lloyd
Dave, Tracy & Gareth Lloyd
Glenn & Susan McClung
D'Arcy McGoey & Sara Height
Cindy McKay

Graeme McPhail & Donna
Tranquada
Louis Mercier & Martine Linteau
Guy Manuel & Mary Lee Keefe
Steve & Kathy Mueller
James & Kim Nenniger
Steve Nenniger & Nancy Henely
Jarl & Kelly Northwood
Linda Nower
Roy & Margaret Overton
Michael Page & Wendy Hammond
Rob & Ellen Pearce
Joe & Lina Pedota
Matthew & Debra Pickfield
Paul & Barb Pigott
Chris & Cathy Poole
Dave & Jennifer Posavad
Jake Posavad & Ashlee Lloyd
Susan Powell
Mike & Wende Rapson
John & Cindy Rego
Susan Robertson
Jacinto Romero & Lizette Jasso
Bill & Elaine Rowlands
Antonio Rubio Santacana & Pilar
Forcada Arregui
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Micheil Russell & Pier Bryden
Richard Saunders & Raisyl Mandel
Steve & Judy Schutz
Donald & Edith Scott
Jeff & Nancy Seifert
Rick & Sheila Sheffield
Paul Shilton & Barbara Fulton
Arthur Skolnik & Barbara Rosensweig
Tanya Springer
Tony Stevenson & Jill Quance
Predrag & Slobodanka Stojkovic
Will Stratton
Warner & Monica Sulz
Andrew & Janet Tatarsky
Michael Thomas & Lauren Schagen
Bill & Gill Tillmann
Diederik & Evelyn van Dijk
Chris Varga & Susan Boyes
Kit & Liz Ward
Allan Weinrib & Lisa Hemeon
Doug Williamson & Linda McKend
Diane Wilson
Mike & Martha Wlodek
Tom Wollschlaeger & Jan Boxall
Ian & Deborah Young
Richard & Randi Zlotnik Shaul

WE GET LETTERS . . .
FROM A FIRST TIME INTERNATIONAL CAMPER FAMILY
I´m just writing to tell you that my daughter and her cousins
happily arrived to Mexico. I want to say thank you very
much for all the wonderful time they spent on the camp
and for the great experience this has become for all our
family. We hope to repeat this experience for our other
daughters in the coming years because everything was so
well organized that we are really pleased with everything.
Be confident that I will have no more than good words to
tell to anyone that ask me of how camp went. I finally want
to congratulate all your staff because they made the most
wonderful work making us feel confident that she was
having a great time on camp and giving her all our
messages and e-mails.
FROM A FIRST TIME CAMPER PARENT
Thank you so much for making this such an amazing
experience for them – they both immediately said they
want to come back next summer. From all the stories we’ve
heard (non-stop for the past 2 hours now) your staff put a
lot of effort, thought and spirit into every activity and
experience. And to top it all off the food got rave reviews too!

FROM LONGTIME CAMPER, LEADERSHIP
PARTICIPANT AND STAFF MEMBER
I've been thinking a lot how to end this letter and I'm
choosing these words very carefully. If there's anything at
all that has impacted me the most as a person it would
have to be camp. Camp has taught me more skills and
more about the natural world than I would have ever had
the chance to learn otherwise. I've been taught how to live
and work with others and how to be independent of and in
my surroundings. Over the past 11 years, camp has really
been like having a second family every summer. I don't
think I could ever express how much it means to be a part
of something so special to so many people. I'm so grateful
to have had the chance to be a part of and to share this
experience with others. And if there is one thing that I hope
I've accomplished with my years of being on staff is that
I've helped to make others feel the same way I do... even if
they don't realize it yet.

FROM A LONG TIME CAMPER FAMILY
Again the boys had a great summer. Ours years sending
the boys to camp have been "wonderful years." They have
both grown in so many emotional, spiritual and athletic
ways that I would have to write a book of thanks to everyone.
I know they keep connected with their friends from camp
now, and they will for years to come. Our gratitude and
thanks to the family of workers for their great commitment
to children, young and old!!!
FROM A POLARIS PARENT
What a fabulous experience he had in POLARIS this summer.
He loved the canoe trip and said it was the best experience
of his life. He also mentioned it was the hardest thing he
ever did. What a wonderful life lesson.
FROM A PARENT OF THREE LONGTIME CAMPERS AND
LEADERSHIP PARTICIPANTS
It is truly the end of an era for our family. My children have
loved camp. In fact, other than Christmas and our dog I
can’t think of anything else that all three of them loved so
much! Thank you for giving them this experience – it will
be a part of them forever.
FROM THE PARENT OF A STAFF MEMBER
So much to be thankful for...for giving her the best summer
of her life (twelve times); for offering her the chance to
stretch and grow in every facet of camp life and finally for
showing her love, honour and respect unconditionally.
Thank you for all that you have done for her and for many,
many others. You have left an amazing living legacy in all
of the staff and campers you touch.
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THE 2009 WENONAH STAFF TEAM

E

ach year, we are so proud of the outstanding contributions that our staff team make to the Wenonah experience.
2009 was no exception to this rule – our staff team did a tremendous job enriching the Wenonah experience for all who
participated in programs at Camp.
The vast majority of our staff team return to Camp each year. In 2009, over 95% of our staff team had been on
staff previously and/or had graduated from our WCIT leadership program.
We offer our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all staff members for a remarkable 2009 season at Camp. Their
contributions to the Wenonah experience are ever lasting.
The staff listed below worked during our 2009 season with one or more of our programs, including Camp Wenonah, The
Camp Wenonah Centre for Outdoor Education, Women’s Weekends, and the Shikoku Canadian Global Camp in Japan.

Many thanks to:

13 YEARS ON STAFF
Jeff Bradshaw
Renata Bradshaw

12 YEARS ON STAFF
Simon Wells

11 YEARS ON STAFF
Jason Monteith

10 YEAR
STAFF AWARDs

A great friend of Wenonah, Ted
Tiemessen, creates an original stained
glass piece with the Wenonah logo for
our 10 Year Staff recipients.
Caron Brick
Many know Caron from her role as an
Associate Director with Wenonah, and
her invaluable year-round work at
our Burlington Office coordinating
administration and Camp registration.

9 YEARS ON STAFF

7 YEARS ON STAFF
Anthony “Bootsie” Best
Jon Bradshaw
Matt Burke
Denis Giles
Geoff Knott
Maia Bradshaw
Mike Stewart
Jon Woolley

6 YEARS ON STAFF
Andrew Cohrs
Oliver Gatalo
Colin Knott
Matty McEvoy
Shannon “Max” Murray
Jason Sadler
Tanya Springer
Samantha Wood

5 YEAR
STAFF AWARDS

Original stained glass pieces,
depicting the blue lake and rocky
shore so symbolic of life at
Summer Camp, are created
individually by artist Linda Bennett
and presented to our 5 Year Staff.
Lindsay Babcock
Josh Bradshaw
John Brownscombe
Amy Craig-Neil
Justin Deyell
Jessica Green
John Malcolm
Ryan Mueller
Emma Pickard
Cameron Rowlands

Dan Harrison
Jenn McKye
Will Stratton
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4 YEARS ON
STAFF

Marleigh Austin
Mieke Barette
Alex Campbell
Laura Faulds
Stephen LeMesurier
Andrea Mager
Sam Perlmutter
Matthew Sirek
Julia Stephenson
Christopher Williamson

3 YEARS ON
STAFF

Allison Bennett
Jeffrey Blair
Torrie Borland
Greg Brown
Janette Downie
Christy Faulds
Natalie Galas
Trevor Goodall
Miriam Heavenrich
Alison Hendrick
Franklin Hobbs
Ryan Leuty
Christy Meagher
Catherine Mercier-Linteau
Nathaniel Moenck
James Parry
Raul Ramirez
Daniel Sadler
Paul Sirek
Patrick Stothers
Tessie van Dijk
Geoffrey “Rudy” Williamson
Matthew Young

2 YEARS ON STAFF
Charlotte Aicklen
Geoffrey Allen
Jeffrey Brewer
Ryan Budd
Duncan Bull
Peter Dosman
Niki Edwards
Vicky Fenwick-Sehl
Natalie Fox
Cameron Gal
David Haskett
Matthew Henderson
Patrick Hewan
Paige Homme
Tamara Jarson
Andrew Lawson
Fraser McOuat
Brett Mueller
Rory Poole
Celia Saunders
Shannon Senyk
Ellen Shantz
Brittany Shelly
Kevin Smith
David Tillmann
Sarah Tremblay
John Webster

PERIOD FIVE
WCITs

Each year, a number of our
Summer Camp WCITs join
us to offer leadership with
our Period Five introductory
program at the end of
August
Sarah Burke
Julie Gass
Cole Harris
Olivia King
Jessica Myers
Jack Nenniger
Roc Pelton
Jake Read
Thomas “Red” Schenck
Toby Sirek
Bronwen Tucker
Jessica Upper

NURSES

Most parents will tell you that the most important
things for their children to have at Camp are fun
and safety. Thanks to each of our nurses for
keeping us all happy and healthy.

9 YEARS

4 YEARS

8 YEARS

3 YEARS

Anne-Marie Jewiss

Louise Pope-Rhoden

6 YEARS

Sue Berlinguette

5 YEARS
Jane Guolo

Anne Patrick

Alanna Harrison
Barb Hoeve
Jane Lowes-Ciordas

2 YEARS

Lisa Baker
Karen MacNeil Hartmann
Gwen Neizer
Nancy Vandenbergh

1 YEAR ON STAFF
Rianne Barette
Gonzalo Carpintero
Sarah Cattoir
Jonathan Eidson
Angela Gougeon
Douglas Heiser
Peter Jones
Brad Laidlaw
Jacqueline McCormick
Max Planques
Karin Preuss
Andrea Robinson
Erin Ryan
Colin Sanders
Lizzie Sarjeant
Doreen Sauve
Nick Stewart
Jill Stratton
Erica Sulz
Jessica Svenningson
Edgar Vidaurre Alvarez
Sara Wardle
Leah Woldhuis
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Main Camp Office
3584 Commerce Court
Burlington, Ontario L7N 3L7
Phone: (905) 631-2849
Fax:
(905) 631-2850
E-Mail: info@campwenonah.com
Website: www.campwenonah.com

Please return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

