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The Wenonah Warbler is published annually for campers,
POLARIS/WCIT participants, Outdoor Education Centre groups,
Women’s Weekend participants, alumni and friends of Camp Wenonah.

Jeff’s Jottings!

It’s always difficult to compare seasons
at Camp but it’s safe to say that the 2012
season was one of the very best. Looking
back on a life in camping that began in
the late 1960’s, I really can’t remember
a year like 2012 where we shared so
many remarkable moments and the
feedback was so positive and so moving.
This year’s Warbler celebrates and
shares the stories of the 2012 season
while looking ahead to what is sure to
be another year of magical moments on
the shores of Clear Lake in 2013.
Co-Director Renata Bradshaw, Associate
Directors Caron Brick & Mike Stewart,
Executive Chef Brad Laidlaw, Assistant
Directors Steve LeMesurier, Emma Pickard,
Janette Downie, Chris Williamson and
Andrew Cohrs, Period Five Director
Jason Monteith and WEEnonah Directors
Maia Bradshaw and Will Stratton are all
to be congratulated for all their work
towards another terrific year for Camp
Wenonah, our popular Women’s
Weekend programs and The Camp
Wenonah Centre for Outdoor Education.

Inside this edition of the Warbler:

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

A Recap of major program and
property projects completed in
2012.
A Look Ahead to some fantastic
new initiatives for the 2013
season.
Find out who received Five Year
and Ten Year Camper Awards in
2012.
Learn more about our new 4B
Wenonah Games Week program
for 10-15 year olds.
Join a Welcome to Wenonah
presentation as a new family or
invite your friends to learn more
about our Summer Camp
Experience.
2012 Schaefer Scholarships are
awarded to Fraser “Tito” McOuat,
Shannon Senyk, Tanya Springer
and Geoff “Rudy” Williamson.
2012 Simon Wells First Year Staff
Leadership Awards are presented
to Emily Brewer and Graham
Steele.

Contributors: Maia Bradshaw, Caron Brick,
Stacey Pollock Bar-Ziv, Mike Stewart,
Jeff Bradshaw and Renata Bradshaw.

•

•
•
•

Read more about new recognition
programs at Wenonah including
the Spirit of Wenonah,
Distinguished Service and Service
Beyond Recognition Awards.
The Dawaa Dynasty Continues!
Hear about the results from yet
another compelling Wenonah
Games season.
The 2013 Wenonah Foundation
Golf Classic honours Executive
Chef Brad Laidlaw.
We offer thanks to the many recent
Wenonah Foundation donors.

And, much, much more!
On behalf of the Wenonah Management
Team (Renata, Caron & Rudy), our
Associate Directors (Simon, Jason, Liz,
Barb & Stewy) and our staff and the
entire Wenonah community, our very
best wishes for a happy and healthy
2013!

See you at Camp!
Jeff Bradshaw
Founder / Owner / Senior Director

WELCOME TO WENONAH!

E

ach year, Wenonah hosts a series of information sessions for
registered first time families AND those that would like to hear
more about the Wenonah Summer Camp program and experience.

Welcome to Wenonah presentations are led by Senior Director,
Jeff Bradshaw and last for around 40 minutes, with time for
questions at the end.
Four Welcome to Wenonah presentations are scheduled for
early 2013:
Sunday, January 20, 2013
Oakville Holiday Inn (QEW and Trafalgar)
590 Argus Road, Oakville
2-2:45 pm
Sunday, February 3, 2013
The Old Mill Toronto
21 Old Mill Road, Toronto
2-2:45 pm
Sunday March 3, 2013
The Old Mill Toronto
21 Old Mill Road, Toronto
2-2:45 pm

inside the warbler

Sunday, April 7, 2013
Oakville Holiday Inn (QEW and Trafalgar)
590 Argus Road, Oakville
2-2:45 pm

ARTICLE

Please RSVP to Caron Brick at the Burlington Camp Office
(905-631-2849) or by email: caron@campwenonah.com.
In addition, Jeff is available for in-home presentations in
January, February and March. Please contact Jeff directly at
the Burlington Office OR by email: jeff@campwenonah.com
to check availability and to make arrangements.
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NEW FOR 2013!
PERIOD 4B: WENONAH GAMES
WEEK FOR 10-15 YEAR OLDS

W

e have had many requests over the years for a
one week program that would allow campers to attend
during Wenonah Games (held during the final week of
the one month July and August Camp programs each
year).
We’re pleased to announce that beginning in 2013, we will
be offering Period 4B which will include the final Wenonah
Games program of the season at the end of August Camp!
2013 dates are Sunday, August 18 – Saturday, August 24,
2013. Period 4B is available for campers 10-15 years of
age with registration information available on the
Wenonah website (www.campwenonah.com) or by
calling the Burlington Camp Office (905-631-2849).
Campers will enjoy three days of regular Camp
programming upon arrival on Sunday morning before
joining Wenonah Games (which begins with Opening
Ceremonies on Tuesday night). 4B Campers will join
one of our Wenonah Games Houses (Aki, Dawaa or
Zibbins), and participate in a wide range of events
(over 150 events are scheduled during Wenonah
Games). The 4B week also includes our memorable
final night of the month program (including Closing
Campfire, Canoe Ballet, Flaming “W” and Candlelight
program).
4B is also our only one week program option for older
campers (13-15 years of age) during the 2013 season.
Please also note that we have a limited number of
spots available for July POLARIS and WCITs to return
for Wenonah Games. Please contact the Burlington
Camp Office for more information.
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WHAT A YEAR!
2012 IN REVIEW

2

012 was an exciting year for new initiatives, new
programs and new facilities. Here are just a few of the
highlights:

THE WENONAH PINES MINI GOLF
AND COUNTRY CLUB OPENS!
With thanks to designer Mike Brick and a large team of
dedicated course builders, Wenonah Pines opened its first
nine holes in 2012. Professionally built, The Pines was the
scene of many great moments throughout the 2012 season.
Over 2,300 rounds were recorded at The Pines and with
lantern lighting; there were even a few late night rounds!

The Pines plays to a par of 27. Four golfers shared the
course record of 14 (an incredible 13 under par!). Special
congratulations to Brendan Meagher, the inaugural Wenonah
Pines Club Champion. Brendan survived a 72 hole final with
a two shot victory over Senior Director Jeff Bradshaw.
Geoff “Rudy” Williamson and the pride of Dorchester,
Roc Pelton, rounded out the final four.
Mini Golf holes have been named for those who have
contributed to Wenonah for many years. The second nine
will open in advance of the 2013 season and will actually
begin after the current fourth hole and then loop back to join
the final five existing holes. The full 18 (and who each hole is
named for):
Hole #1

Bootsie’s Bank (Anthony “Bootsie” Best)

Hole #2

Jason’s Jungle (Jason Monteith)

Hole #3

Liz’s Landing (Liz (Mossington) McClounie)

Hole #4

Will’s Way (Will Stratton)

Hole #5 - NEW The Boyes Bridge (Graydon & Irene Boyes)
Hole #6 - NEW Tanya’s Trail (Tanya Springer)

THE LODGE: LOOKING GOOD!
Prior to the start of the 2012 season, the final work on the
new walk-in freezer was completed at the back of the
Lodge. The Lodge roof was also completely re-shingled
and the Lodge fireplace chimney received a new look
with extensive masonry work.

EQUIPMENT ENHANCEMENT
Each year at Wenonah we are further increasing our
inventory in key program areas. In 2012, three new PICO
sailboats and eight new Swift Algonquin 16 canoes were
purchased.

A WANDER AROUND WENONAH…
If you were to take a walk around Wenonah you would
notice a number of exciting additions and changes. In
2012, 20 new Muskoka Chairs were purchased (and yes,
painted Wenonah green!). There are new benches at the
Boys Section Campfire. Both the Main Office and General
Store have been redesigned. A major landscaping initiative
was undertaken with a new look for the Round-about,
additional trees around the tennis courts and new trees by
the Climbing Wall. New Dyson hand dryers were installed
in all the washrooms.

Hole #7 - NEW Shannon’s Summit (Shannon Wilson)
Hole #8 - NEW Cohrs’ Crossing (Andrew Cohrs)
Hole #9 - NEW Renata’s Rapids (Renata Bradshaw)
Hole #10 - NEW The Jacksons’ Jump (Steph & Matt Jackson)
Hole #11 - NEW Jeff’s Junction (Jeff Bradshaw)
Hole #12 - NEW Barb’s Brook (Barb Janicek)
Hole #13 - NEW Denis’ Drop (Denis Giles)
Hole #14

Stewy’s Street (Mike Stewart)

Hole #15

Flop’s Falls (Simon Wells)

Hole #16

The Bradshaws Bend (Maia, Josh & Jon Bradshaw)

Hole #17

Caron’s Corner (Caron Brick)

Hole #18

mattburke’s mountain (Matt Burke)
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2012 PROGRAM DEVELOPMENTS
We dramatically overhauled the Summer Camp program in
2012 with rave reviews! Just some of the highlights:
F A new PIC awards system.
F Round the Lake and Across the Lake endurance
swimming awards were reintroduced.
F The Senior Showcase provided a day of challenging
programs for our older campers.
F Longer daily options…now after dinner each day.
F The new Section Challenge pitted the Sections
against each other in a friendly day of fun events.
F Super Fantastic Mystery Surprise Days included visits
from Super Mario and friends and Shrek and the
residents of a Land Far, Far Away.

COMING IN 2013!
As always, we continue to look for ways to improve, enhance
and evolve our programs, equipment and facilities. Here are
just a few projects we’re working on for the 2013 season:
F New Girls Section Campfire (in the same spot on
Clear Lake but with a larger seating capacity, great
views of Saw Lake and a new stage area).
F Second 9 holes at Wenonah Pines.
F A front deck built on Driftwood to serve as both a
meeting space and teaching location outside of
Stewy’s.
F Purchase of three additional PICO sailboats.
F Guest “Artists in Residence” to provide additional
high level instruction in our creative areas.
F Regeneration of the Upper Deck and Lower Deck
(area behind the Tennis Courts).
F Further investment in the digital photography program
in cooperation with The Roberta Bondar Foundation.
F New lane ropes for the Main Swim docks for our
Bronze swimmers AND those taking the Across the
Lake and Around the Lake Challenges.
F Our Creative Director will be offering two streams in
Arts & Crafts.
F Early in Spring 2013 we will be installing new
permanent heating units in all cabins (ideal for our
early Spring and late Fall Outdoor Centre groups!).
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WE GET LETTERS!

E

ach year we are thrilled to receive a tremendous
number of heartfelt letters, cards and emails from campers,
parents, staff members and many others reflecting on the
value of the Wenonah experience.
Here is just a small sample following the 2012 season.
FROM A NEW CAMPER PARENT:
I just wanted to thank you for allowing my son the opportunity
to attend Camp. He had a great time and came home with
many new friends. He’s already asking if he can go back
next year. For a kid who enjoys spending time indoors he
seems to have found himself in a new and healthy lifestyle
thanks to you.
FROM A NEW CAMPER PARENT
Our son just completed a one week introductory program.
He loved Camp Wenonah! He was so excited to tell us
about his adventure. He said that his counsellors were
amazing! He also said that he really liked the food. This is
a big thing because he is a somewhat fussy eater but he
said that he really liked the meals. So please, send a big
thank you to the Chef in addition to all the Camp staff who
made him feel very comfortable, safe and most importantly
for creating a truly fun and special environment at Camp.
He said that he had a great time with his cabin mates and
made a lot of friends at Camp. He really seemed to connect
with the kids in his cabin. He loved kayaking so much!
He said that, “I learned how to steer, to row, go backwards
and forwards and target where I go.” What a great
metaphor for personal growth! He told us that he loved
Camp so much that he definitely wants to return next year
and said that he would like to go for two weeks. Thanks
Camp Wenonah for making our son’s first ever Camp
experience a great one!
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FROM A LONGTIME CAMPER PARENT:
I wanted to express to you how much we appreciate the
character and quality of Camp Wenonah. Our daughter just
came back from another period at Camp and she had a
wonderful time, as always. This was her 7th summer at
Wenonah. She went the first time at 7 years of age, and did
not know anyone at Camp. But she loved it back then, and
going back every year has been a high priority for her.

When I picked her up last night I was struck by the peaceful
and loving but also energized atmosphere at Camp. There
were no “adults” in sight, but large groups of young people
amicably and cheerfully intermingling. I saw no electronic
gadgets, but many hugs and a few teary-eyed and warm
good-byes. You have created a very special atmosphere at
Camp, and the increasingly diverse nationalities represented
offer another valuable dimension. Many thanks and
congratulations on running such a wonderful camp.
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FROM A LONGTIME STAFF MEMBER:
I’m moving to Europe for four months starting January for a
work term at a very interesting firm. I know I'll be challenged
by the daunting task of setting up a new life, being the
anonymous stranger in a big city and working in a very
fast-paced office with incredibly intelligent people, but I
know I can be confident that I'll handle it well. This is almost
entirely because of Camp.

FROM A CLEAR LAKE COTTAGER:
I have said it before and I will say it again. We love having
you on the lake. We love watching all the boats out on the
lake, we love the large war canoe that comes over to the
town dock (right beside our cottage), we love going by in
the boat at night and listening to the songs and just love the
idea of so many young people coming together and sharing
nothing but goodness of the heart. We were out one night
a couple of years ago with some visitors and your campers
had sent out little tin plates with candles on them and I
swear it was like we were in a dream. It was the most
enchanting thing I have ever seen and will never forget it.
The next morning when we were out, there was no sign of
it at all so not only did you provide a beautiful vision the
night before but everything was cleaned/picked up by the
next morning. Nothing but good coming out of Wenonah!
What you do and have there is so important.

At the end of WCIT I experienced a sort of catharsis - I
suppose it was ‘THAT’ moment you’re talking about. At
home I had always felt as if the person I could be was so
much greater than who I appeared to be to those around
me - I always knew at Camp that wasn't true. I was really
myself, and in WCIT I realized that I could change my own
life and be that person at home as well. I took off into the
woods for two hours after my feedback and wrote down a
little message I still read to myself every day. I took that
moment and decided to change my life - I can’t imagine
what I would be doing with myself if I hadn't.
I decided to live healthy, cherish those who make me smile,
share as much of my heart as possible with those around
me, and enjoy every moment of it even in the face of failure
and loss. I knew then that I could be the man I wanted to
be and I decided to do it.
I really do think that this will be - for a long time, if not
forever - THE defining moment of my life. I can't thank you
enough for setting it up. Since then I’ve been accepted to
schools across the country and now I’m going to have the
chance to work at an influential international firm. I can see
that I'm going to have a chance to influence the field - I’m
at the top of my class and on the Dean's List already, I’m
running the student government and always seem to be
teaching my peers. I know that because of Camp I’m going
to be able to make a real positive change in the world.
Camp isn’t something you can put into words or make
coherent at once. It's impossible to see it all and I think
that’s just the beauty of it. One of the biggest reasons I
couldn’t stop crying near the end of Camp was because I
could see all of these beautiful lives - everyone going off in
different directions - and Camp is the one place where they
all intersect for those beautiful few months or weeks - or
days. Just to have been involved is such a blessing.
I hope I can keep sharing the Camp spirit with those
around me, and I know that I will for some time. I will
forever carry it with me. I can’t thank you enough, and
even in this lengthy e-mail I can’t seem to put it all down.
I'll forever be grateful for the amazing place you've created
and Camp will always remind me that a building is more
about the people in it than anything else.
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WENONAH CAMPERS PARTICIPATE
IN THE BONDAR CHALLENGE

We are thrilled that the Overall First Place winner of the
Bondar Challenge for 2012 Summer Camps is Busy as a
Bee by Tate Kamps from Camp Wenonah.

D

CONGRATULATIONS Tate!

r. Roberta Bondar is a Canadian icon most widely
known for her journey aboard Discovery as the world’s first
neurologist and Canada’s first woman in space. Her
achievements are as diverse as they are many. Her careers
include scientist, medical doctor, astronaut, author,
environmental educator, and professional landscape
photographer, to name a few.
This past year The Roberta Bondar Foundation partnered with
the Canadian Camping Association/Association des camps
du Canada to begin The Bondar Summer Camp Challenge.
Camp Wenonah was one of five camps to pilot this program
in the summer of 2012.
The program (modelled after the school-based Bondar
Challenge) focusses on participants using the camera as a tool
and a gateway to learning about the environment. As part of
Wenonah’s photography PIC, campers were challenged to
capture an image in the environment that related to an aspect
of biodiversity and then wrote an artist’s statement to
accompany their photo. The competition challenges campers
to infuse art with science and science with art. The ultimate
goal of the program is a lifelong love of nature, protection of
the environment and global citizenship.
A highlight of the summer was Dr. Roberta Bondar visiting
Camp Wenonah during Period 3, and spending a morning
with the participants in the photography PIC, sharing tips,
suggestions and her expertise with the campers.

CONGRATULATIONS also to
The Camp Wenonah Individual Winners:
First Place Senior: Lilies on the Lake by Augustina Bempong
First Place Intermediate: Busy as a Bee by Tate Kamps
Second Place Intermediate: The Dragonfly by Miranda Elder
Honourable Mention Intermediate: Raindrops on a Leaf
by Ines Loranca Delago
Honourable Mention Intermediate: Sunshine at Wenonah
by Emily Allan
Honourable Mention Intermediate: Colour Blind
by Layla Meulenbelt
To view all the winning images and accompanying artist’s
statements from the winning participants visit
http://www.therobertabondarfoundation.org/thebondar-challenge/summer-camps-2012/
We were pleased that so many Camp Wenonah campers
chose to participate in this unique opportunity and
delighted to learn of their success. The winning images
and artist’s statements will travel with the Foundation’s
Travelling Exhibition and Learning Experience to its next
community in 2013.
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WENONAH GAMES 2012 RECAP
What a year on the playing fields of Wenonah!

D

awaa enjoyed another winning season BUT Aki
and Zibbins battled feverishly right to the very last
event (the August Camp Mickle Island Canoe Race).
In a stunning reversal of fortune from recent years, Aki
stormed to victory in July and battled down to the wire
in August before Dawaa prevailed.
Final 2012 Challenge Cup standings:

Dawaa 6,110
Zibbins 6,030
Aki
5,970
Once again, House Captains led the way for each of the
Wenonah Games teams.
The Captains line-up includes:
July Camp Camper House Captains:
Hannah Neizer & Ian Stadelmann (Aki)
Daniela De La Maza & Andrew Dell (Dawaa)
Emily Coster & Daniel Scarr (Zibbins)
August Camp Camper House Captains:
Sydney Bradshaw & Ben Heavenrich (Aki)
Maddy Poole & David Wood (Dawaa)
Haley Oosterman & Ian Wiseman (Zibbins)
Staff (Full Season):
Aki:
Laura Faulds & Fraser “Tito” McOuat (Staff Captains)
Miriam Heavenrich & Jake Read (Assistants)
Dawaa:
Brittany Shelly & Geoff “Rudy” Williamson (Staff Captains)
Celia Saunders & Graham Clark (Assistants)
Zibbins:
Shannon Senyk & Kevin Smith (Staff Captains)
Andrea Robinson & Brett Mueller (Assistants)
Trophies were presented for the Female and Male
Decathlon Champions as well as the First Place Canoe in
the Mickle Island Camper/Staff Canoe Race.
2012 results:
Female Decathlon:
Hannah Rauseo (July) / Haley Oosterman (August)
Male Decathlon:
Andrew Ladouceur (July) / Ryan Malone (August)
Mickle Island Camper/Staff Canoe Race (July)
Kathleen Selkirk, Jack Devins, John Ramsey (Zibbins)
Mickle Island Camper/Staff Canoe Race (August)
A TIE!!!
Darcy Malone, Ryan Grassi & Steve LeMesurier (Dawaa)
AND
Shayla Perko, Chris Knox and Andrew Cohrs (Aki).
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THE RETURN OF
SPRING CAMP WEEKEND!

F

or many years, Wenonah hosted a Fall Camp
Weekend at Camp for Summer Campers,
POLARIS, WCITs & friends.
In 2012, we saw the return of Fall Camp Weekend
and it was a huge hit with close to 200 campers,
POLARIS, WCITs, staff and friends that enjoyed a
terrific few days at Wenonah in late September.

With such a tremendous response, we quickly
made arrangements for a Fall Camp Weekend in
2013 AND we’re pleased to announce that we
have also added a Spring Camp Weekend to our
schedule for the 2013 season!
Be sure to mark the dates on your calendar:
Spring Camp Weekend
Friday, May 24 - Sunday, May 26, 2013
Fall Camp Weekend
Friday, September 27 - Sunday, September 29, 2013
Round trip highway coach transportation is
provided from Vaughan Mills Mall in Toronto on
both weekends.
Be sure to watch for further information and
registration information for Spring Camp 2013
with the 2013 Summer Camp Final Instructions
mailing in March 2013. Fall Camp information
will be sent along with the Summer Mini Warbler
in early July 2013.

5 YEAR CAMPERS

A

t presentations over the Summer, a personalized,
engraved miniature paddle was given to each camper
who celebrated their fifth year at Wenonah during
2012. We were pleased to honour the following
campers with their 5 Year Camper Award this past year.
Reid Baker
Tanner Baker
Claire Barnard
Alex Bogdan
Chelsea Bradshaw
Hannah Brent
Jamie Brown
Ryan Callahan
Hubert Corriveau
Emily Coster
Madison Coville
Paige Cummings
Nicole Davies
Agathe De Vulpian
Gaspard De Vulpian
Ines De Vulpian
Amy Deschamps
Kate Devins
Paige Dorosz
Kate Dosman
Daniel Drees
Taylor Edwards
Miranda Elder
Nicholas Elder
Megan Emanuele
Colin Finnie
Nathan Flegel
Steve Jules
Ben Kingdon
Owen Kurtz
Khalel Malcolm-Nelson
Brian McGinnis
Dannett Mcintosh

Amelia McNiven Fontani
Amanda Mills
Tristen Muirhead
Benjamin Munch
Michael Murray
Hannah Neizer
Joshua Neizer
Thomas Nenniger
Haley Oosterman
Maeve Patry
Jack Prouty
Shannon Prouty
Jolani Raguette
Laura Raposo
Maeson Robinson-MacDonald
Liam Rooney
Jamie Rudberg
Callum Russell
Daniel Scarr
Emma Lee Scholz
Charlie Schubert
Jared Schutz
Scott Sedran
Ryan Segaert
Emily Shilton
Curtis Sisler
Ian Stadelmann
Jacqueline Stirling
Alex Veldhuizen
Emma Wilbur
Carolyn Williamson
Bradley Young
James Zucker

10 YEAR CAMPERS

O

nce again several new names were added to the growing
list of campers celebrating their tenth year at Wenonah. Each camper
was presented with an original piece of stained glass hand-made by
Ted Tiemessen of Think Muskoka to commemorate their milestone
season at Camp.
Abbey Cameron
Clayton Meyrick
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SPIRIT OF WENONAH AWARD

THE WORLD AT WENONAH

n 2012, the Spirit of Wenonah Award was created and presented
for the first time to acknowledge campers that have helped to
immeasurably further the ideals of community leadership and
citizenship during their time at Camp.

t Wenonah we enjoy the opportunity to
develop friendships with campers and staff from all
around the world.

I

Each month we will be selecting one female and one male camper
who have made many positive, thoughtful, considerate and
lasting contributions to life at Camp Wenonah.
Recipients are named by the Section Directors in consultation with
Jeff and other members of the Wenonah Management Team.

In 2012, we were thrilled to honour:
July Camp
Katie Devins
Andrew Ladouceur
August Camp
Amy Deschamps
Ryan Grassi
There is a permanent plaque in the Lodge with each name inscribed.
In addition, recipients receive their own personal plaque.
We could not be prouder of Katie, Andrew, Amy and Ryan.
They truly represent the Spirit of Wenonah!

A

In 2012 Wenonah welcomed campers from:
Anguilla
Barbados
Belgium
Chile
China
Colombia
England
France
Italy
Martinique
Mexico
Poland
Singapore
South Korea
Spain
Taiwan
Venezuela
United States:
California
Florida
Georgia
New Jersey
New York
North Carolina
Canada:
Alberta
British Columbia
Ontario
Quebec
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CAMP KIVITA – A CAMP FOR KIDS WITH ORGAN

DID YOU KNOW?

TRANSPLANT AND END STAGE ORGAN DISEASE JOINS
CAMP WENONAH FOR SUMMER 2013
By Stacey Pollock Bar-Ziv

C

amp for children with chronic
illnesses can be life changing. Camp
Kivita, a camp for children living with
solid organ transplants – heart, kidney,
liver, lung and intestinal transplants,
and those with end-stage organ failure,
is thrilled to be partnering with Camp
Wenonah for Summer 2013! Camp Kivita was founded based on a
need for children with transplants and end stage organ disease to have
the opportunity to meet other children who have had similar healthcare
experiences and to be able to participate in a normal childhood camp
experience that improves their sense of competency, independence,
self-esteem, make new friends, learn new skills, and just have fun!

•

In early June, Wenonah entered a team in
the annual Amici Camping Charity Ball
Hockey Tournament at Upper Canada
College. The tournament is held to raise
money for Amici, and help send deserving
children in need to overnight camps in
Ontario. Team members on the
“Wenonah Kingpins” included current
and alumni staff members. Wenonah was
one of three camps represented in the
tournament (along with Kilcoo Camp and
Camp Wabikon). Wenonah’s efforts
helped raised $4000 in support of Amici.

•

Jeff was asked to speak at another Amici
event in May. He was a featured speaker
at the Peter Taylor Art Show, which helped
raise money for Amici and send underprivileged kids to summer camps. The Art
Show program featured Scott Russell (CBC
Sports) as Master of Ceremonies. Jeff was a
featured speaker along with Steve Paikin
(TVO, The Agenda). Jeff spoke on behalf
of Amici partner camps about the impact
a Summer Camp experience can have on
a child. He finished his speech with some
lines from “What Shall We Take Home As
Campers”, a reading that is shared with the
Wenonah staff during PreCamp staff training
and again at the end of the summer.

•

Wenonah is launching a new website this
winter! It will feature lots of new video,
photos, and content. It will be the place
to visit for all the latest Summer Camp,
Outdoor Centre, Women’s Weekend and
Wenonah news. Special thanks to
Associate Director Mike Stewart for his
tireless work on the new website
throughout 2012. Stay tuned for more
details!

This will be our fifth summer operating, but we believe it will be our
best yet! In 2009, thirty children attended our camp and in 2010 our
numbers grew to forty children but the demand was far greater than
space available. In 2011 and 2012 we expanded to allow more children
to attend and offered children waiting for a transplant and living with
end stage intestinal, liver and kidney disease (on dialysis) the opportunity
to attend camp. In 2013 it was time to find a new camp home and
expand programming and leadership opportunities for our children. We
are truly excited to be joining with Camp Wenonah to offer our children
the best possible summer ever and feel like we have found the best
place ever to call our new camp home!
Camp Kivita is organized by the Transplant Camp Advisory Committee
and leadership team. We are a group of volunteers passionate about
ensuring that all children with transplants and organ failure have the
opportunity to attend summer camp. Our primary goal is fundraising to
cover the cost of camper registration fees and ensuring safe and optimal
programming. We continue to strive to allow all children who are
medically stable after transplant or those living with end stage organ
disease the opportunity to attend camp at no cost to experience the
magic of camp. Camp could not happen without the generous financial
support of our donors which include The Kidney Foundation of Canada,
the Citron Family (Ken’s Fund), KRG Insurance, David Foster Foundation,
Doug Ghent Painting, the Ben Walker Foundation, and all the individual
donors and supporters of camp.
We are delighted to be joining the Camp
Wenonah family for what promises to be
an outstanding summer and cannot wait
to have you join us to experience the
magic of camp in 2013! Thank you on
behalf of the Camp Advisory Committee &
Leadership Team. For more information,
you can contact the Camp Advisory
Committee [Stacey Pollock Bar-Ziv –
Fundraising & Publicity; Emily Ghent –
Operations & Programming; & Christina
Kosar – Medical Director] at:
transplantcamp@gmail.com.
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•

Congratulations to FOW member (and 2012 Schaefer
Scholarship recipient) Tanya Springer, whose radio
documentary “Of Mothers and Merchants” was
awarded The Norman Bethune Award for Excellence in
International Health Reporting by the Canadian Medical
Association. Tanya’s documentary first aired on CBC
Radio One’s “The Current” in the spring. You can
hear Tanya’s outstanding documentary by visiting
cbc.ca/thecurrent, and doing a search for “Of Mothers and
Merchants.” Congratulations Tanya! We’re proud of you!!

•

During the last weekend of April 2012, 46 individuals
came to Wenonah to offer leadership during our Spring
Opening Camp Weekend. We are thankful to our
current staff and alumni who worked tirelessly over the
three days to get Camp ready for a new season. We are
equally appreciative of Derek Little and his students
from Haliburton High School who have come to
Wenonah for years and contributed their time and
talents to many site-based and environmental projects.

•

Welcome Rudy! We’re thrilled that longtime Wenonah
camper and staff member Geoff “Rudy” Williamson
will be returning to Camp for the 2013 season as our
Assistant Camp Director. 2013 will mark Rudy’s 14th
season at Wenonah including his 7th year on staff.
Rudy has had numerous Summer staff roles including
Period 5 Counsellor, Junior Program Staff, Counsellor,
POLARIS Director, Assistant Intro Period Director,
POLARIS Tripper and Boys Section Director (over the
past two seasons). Rudy has also worked extensively
with the Spring Outdoor Education Centre during the
past three seasons and has just completed a very
successful few months with the 2012 Fall Outdoor
Education Centre.
Rudy is a graduate of the University of Western Ontario
and brings with him to his new role a wealth of unique
skills and experiences that will immeasurably enrich the
Wenonah experience. Rudy began in the Burlington
Office in December 2012 and will base there until
moving north in mid-April to open for the 2013 season.

•

TRIPLE CROWN! Longtime camper Chris Hannon
netted a hat trick during August Camp 2012 winning
the Sr Camper Wenonah Pines Championship, the
Sr Camper Archery Championship AND the Sr Boys Tennis
Championship. Amazing!

Matty McEvoy and Lindsay Walker wed at Wenonah

•

They do! 2012 marked a memorable year for three
longtime and active Wenonah FOW members (alumni
staff). Matty McEvoy married Lindsay Walker at
Wenonah over Labour Day Weekend. Pam Sidey married
Pat Welsh in September on Bigwin Island and Jon
Bradshaw married Shea Clare earlier in the Summer in
Toronto. Congratulations to all!

•

Welcome Camp Erin! Wenonah is pleased and proud to
be the home of Canada’s second Camp Erin program that
serves the needs of children dealing with bereavement
issues. The Moyer Foundation in the United States
supports a huge network of Camp Erin programs across
the US (www.camperinparents.com/about-camp-erin).
Camp Erin will have exclusive use of Wenonah for a
weekend in June 2013 with program and leadership
facilitation provided jointly by professionals and
specially trained volunteers along with the Wenonah
Outdoor Centre staff.

•

Angelo Viola, host of Sportsnet 590 The FAN's "Outdoor
Journal Radio Show," interviewed Renata live in April
about Camp Wenonah’s successful Women’s Weekends
as part of their segment about adult outdoor programs
in Ontario.

•

At Wenonah we are happy to support worthwhile
causes including, most recently, the Starlight Soiree
held in Oakville, benefitting the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation. The funds raised from the evening
are being directed to the JDRF Canadian Clinic Trial
Network to ensure that Canadians living with Type 1
Diabetes benefit from the latest research.

•

The 2012 Summer Staff Sports season saw some familiar
names take centre stage. Congratulations to Jack Tillman,
our 2012 Cribbage champion for the second consecutive
year (and the second year defeating Monika Low in the
Final). Congratulations as well to John Ramsey, the
2012 Staff Tennis champ with a great victory in the
Finals over Brett Mueller.

•

Jeff was honoured in February 2012 with the (surprise)
presentation of Canadian camping’s highest honor,
the Ron Johnstone Lifetime Achievement Award for
contributions to the Canadian Camping Association/
Association des camps du Canada and the camping
movement in Canada. Jeff stepped down as President
of the national association in December 2011 but
remains on the Board as the Past President.
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THE CAMP WENONAH CENTRE
FOR OUTDOOR EDUCATION

T

he Camp Wenonah Centre for Outdoor Education
welcomes schools and groups from a number of cities and
regions across Ontario. Many school groups return to
Wenonah annually, as their visit becomes an important
tradition within the school year.
Wenonah offers programs that challenge and stimulate
participants of every age and experience through a traditional
Outdoor Education Centre model. The Wenonah programs
all place a value on community, interdependence, personal
development, and an appreciation and respect for the natural
world.
Our sincere thanks to those groups that joined us at Wenonah
this past season:

eleven YEARS

Killarney Beach Public School (Lefroy)
Randall Public School (Markham)

NINE YEARS

Silver Birches Public School (North Bay)
St. Nicholas School (Barrie)

EIGHT YEARS

Haliburton School (JHaliburton)
Queen Elizabeth Public School (Leamington)

SEVEN YEARS

Queen Elizabeth Public School (Leamington)

SIX YEARS

Hillfield Strathallan College (Hamilton)

FIVE YEARS

Dr. S.J. Phillips Public School (Oshawa)
Halton Waldorf School School Grade 8 (Burlington)
Halton Waldorf School School Grade 6 (Burlington)
Kempenfelt Bay School Grade 7 (Barrie)

FOUR YEARS

Discover Paddling (Kanata)
Eastdale Collegiate Institute (Oshawa)
Guthrie Public School (Oro Station)
Tottenham Public School (Tottenham)
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THREE YEARS

Crescent School (Toronto)
Kempenfelt Bay School Family Camp (Barrie)
Seaway District High School (Iroquois)

TWO YEARS

A.V. Graham Public School (Tecumseh)
Captain Michael Vandenbos Public School (Whitby)
Children’s Montessori School (Peterborough)
Emily Carr Public School (Oakville)
James Strath Public School (Peterborough)
Ritson Public School (Oshawa)
St. Mark Catholic School (Beamsville)

ONE YEAR

Bloor Collegiate Institute (Toronto)
Ecole Secondaire Marc Garneau (Trenton)
Elizabeth Bagshaw Elementary (Hamilton)
Kettleby Public School (Kettleby)
Lycee Francais de Toronto (Toronto)
Northstar Montessori (Mississauga)
Orchard Park Public School (Niagara Falls)
Prince Edward Public School (Windsor)
Sathya Sai School (Toronto)
St. Justin Martyr Catholic School (Toronto)
W.R. Best Memorial Public School (Shanty Bay)
Winston Churchill Public School (Chatham)
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Women’s Weekends

WHAT PARTICIPANTS
ARE SAYING ABOUT
WOMEN’S WEEKENDS:

W

omen’s Weekends at Wenonah feature a relaxed retreat-style program
with Camp-style accommodations, professionally prepared food service and a
wide variety of program opportunities led by professional instructors.
Whether relaxing by the stone fireplace in the main Lodge, enjoying the sunshine on the shores of Clear Lake or participating in the vast array of optional
activities, participants enjoy a great getaway!
Each 2012 Women’s Weekend Getaway included a variety of Traditional Camp
Activities such as campfires, canoeing, kayaking, climbing wall, crafts, tennis,
mini-golf; as well as Specialty Workshops including watercolour painting, wine
tasting, yoga, belly dancing, Zumba, Woods Workout Boot Camp, sushi-making,
Tai Chi; and of course the ever popular Pamper Yourself Services such as
massage, aromatherapy, reflexology, and Bowen Therapy.
A huge THANK YOU goes out to all our talented program facilitators:
Belly Dancing
Bowen Therapy
Massage Services
Sushi Making
Tai Chi
Watercolour Painting
Wine Tasting
Yoga
Zumba & Woods Workout

Francis (Effie) Barry
Dr. Melissa Howe
Gayle Barnett, Diannah Benson, Bev Stewart
Executive Chef Brad Laidlaw
Valerie Houston-Peel
Christy A. Smith
Eric Thompson; Moon Shadows Winery
Samantha Richardson
Fyonna Vanderwerf

Along with our terrific Fall Outdoor Education Centre staff team, we would also
like to thank our Wenonah alumni and friends who provided leadership at
Women’s Weekends in 2012: Rianne Barette, Brittany Shelly,
Samantha Richardson Steph Duck, Jo Chapman-Smith and Shealyn Clare.
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“All my expectations were
exceeded on every level. From the
venue, to the food, to the activities,
to the staff….everything was
absolutely delightful and I have not
stopped buzzing about it to my
colleagues here at work. I would
definitely recommend it and will
certainly be coming back again
next year!”
“Thank you, I have had a
challenging year and Women’s
Weekend at Wenonah was just
what I needed.”
“If there was a way to duplicate
what Camp Wenonah represents
the world would be a happier,
healthier place filled with laughter
and fun.”
“As I left Wenonah I clearly
remember the feeling of having my
sails filled with wind that weekend.
The Camp’s services, meals,
accommodations and workshops
were fantastic.”
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WENONAH FOUNDATION
GOLF CLASSIC
Each year, the Wenonah Foundation Golf
Classic raises funds to send children to
Camp. In 2012, we were once again
thrilled with the support from our Camp
community and friends as we enjoyed
another great day of golf, laughter and
raising money for a great cause.
Our thanks as always to those that
donated prizes and offered support to
the day:

CARLISLE GOLF CLUB – Special thanks to
Neil Darragh and the Carlisle staff for their
professionalism and support.
TOURNAMENT SUPPORT – Special thanks
also to Tournament Hosts Caron Brick,
Larry Forsyth, Pat Schaefer, Maia Bradshaw,
Dr. Mary Grant, Nancy Vandenbergh and
Gwen Neizer for all their efforts towards
another successful golf tournament!
THE 2013 WENONAH FOUNDATION GOLF CLASSIC
HONOURING CHEF BRAD LAIDLAW:
SATURDAY, JUNE 1, 2013 AT THE CARLISLE GOLF CLUB
(north of Burlington, Ontario).

$25,000 HOLE IN ONE CONTEST
FOW (Friends of Wenonah) Alumni Group
HOLE SPONSORS:
Tri M Promotions,
Think Muskoka Inc.,
In Memory of Boul Adam,
In Memory of Scott Young,
ObjectSharp Consulting,
Pat & Bruce Schaefer,
Grants & Hills,
Domino Remote Office Services Ltd.,
Scott’s Window Cleaning,
FOW Alumni Group,
Red D Solutions Inc,
M & C Contracting,
Liz & Brandon McClounie,
The Bradshaws.
AUCTION & PRIZE DONATIONS
Tri M Promotions - Deb Mariciak
M & C Contracting- Mike & Caron Brick
Donna & Bruce Hill
Jane & Don Grant
FOW Alumni Group
Pat Stewart-Toronto Lacrosse Club
Pat & Bruce Schaefer
Rob & Wendy Prouty
Jon Westover
Paul Joliat
Rona Lansing/Burlington Store
Mike Stewart
Rona Lansing/Oakville, Royal Windsor Store
Chris Park/National Importers Canada
Bradshaw Family
Carlisle Golf & Country Club
Rowlands Family
Doug & Courtney Bowlby
Gerald, Linda & Brittany Shelly
MJ Lane - Sweety Girl U
Fisher’s Pier 4

And many others!
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We are thrilled to acknowledge “Chef Brad” as our 2013 Honoree.
Brad has enjoyed a stellar culinary career including Sous Chef at
Glen Abbey Golf Club (Oakville, ON); Chef at Chateau Lake Louise
(Alberta), Windermere House (Muskoka), and Blue Mountain Resort
(Collingwood). He is a past recipient of Ski Canada's award for fine
dining. During the winter each year Brad continues as the Executive
Chef at Georgian Peaks Ski Club (Collingwood, ON). 2013 marks
Brad’s eighth season at Wenonah.
We will be forever indebted to Brad for the incredible leadership he
provides to our food service. In a typical season, Brad is responsible
for coordinating close to 100,000 meals a year including countless
special diets. But Brad’s contributions to life at Camp run much
deeper. He is a mentor to younger staff, a support to those requiring
additional menu choices, a workshop leader on Womens Weekends,
a proud Dawaa during Wenonah Games and an active and significant
member of our community.
We look forward to celebrating Brad’s contributions to life at
Wenonah on June 1, 2013. We hope that you will join us!
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WELCOME TO STEWY’S CENTRE!

L

ongtime Co-Director Mike “Stewy” Stewart retired from fulltime
work at Wenonah early in 2012 to join the staff team at the AMICI
Camping Charity in Toronto. Stewy has been pivotal to the success
of Wenonah over the past decade and we wanted to find a way to
properly recognize his many accomplishments and contributions
to life at Wenonah.

During our Opening Camp Weekend in late April 2012, the former
Tickle Trunk at Driftwood was redesigned and rechristened as our
Information Technology Centre (the new home of digital photography
and the Happy Camper newspaper). As a surprise to Stewy (and a
well-deserved acknowledgement of his commitment to the
Wenonah experience) it was announced that this new program
space would be known simply as “Stewy’s Centre.”

TWO NEW MAJOR
STAFF RECOGNITION AWARDS
ANNOUNCED IN 2012

I

n 2012, we unveiled two new staff recognition awards
with the first recipients for each being announced in late
August 2012.
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
On the final day each year of August Camp, the staff remain
at Camp after the campers, POLARIS and WCITs depart in
the morning. There is a full afternoon of work around the site
(including taking down Leadership Village). The evening
features a terrific buffet dinner from Chef Brad and his staff and
then, finally, a formal program to recognize contributions to
Wenonah and to look back on the season. In 2012,
Jeff devoted the final part of the evening to make the
announcement about a major new staff recognition, the
Wenonah Distinguished Service Award, and to honour the
first two recipients. Here is an excerpt from Jeff’s remarks
that night:

Tonight, I’m pleased to announce a new award at Wenonah.
It will be known as the Wenonah Distinguished Service
Award. This is not just any acknowledgement. It’s our Hall
of Fame. And
tonight we have
two inaugural
recipients. We
will have a new
plaque hanging
here in the
Lodge. While
there will no
doubt be other
names added
over the years,
the first two

names are without question
those that should be first when
we speak of contributions to
our Camp experience at
Wenonah.
One has been the inspiration
behind Camp from the very
beginning and has provided
the foundation upon which
Wenonah has been built. The
other has turned countless
dreams into realities and can
be credited with defining our
experience in many
remarkable ways.
They are the last two people
that would seek out the
limelight or require any recognition. Satisfaction for
them has always been seeing others grow and develop
through the experience we provide.
It is quite simply a fact. Without both of them, there is no
Camp Wenonah. Our collective experience would not have
occurred nor been able to evolve in so many powerful ways.
They have always stood beside me. They have kept me
going. In turn, this has allowed me to focus on leading
Camp over the many years since Wenonah was founded.
And so tonight, on behalf of hundreds of Camp staff,
thousands of campers and their families and tens of
thousands Outdoor Centre and Womens Weekend
participants, please join me in not just congratulating but
thanking the first two recipients of the Wenonah
Distinguished Service Award.
Wenonah Co-Director Renata Bradshaw and Associate
Director Simon Wells were named the inaugural
recipients of the Wenonah Distinguished Service Award.
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SERVICE WITHOUT RECOGNITION
We are fortunate to have a special bond with
Lord and Lady Somers Camp in Australia. We
have, over several years, welcomed both campers
and staff from Somers and, in turn, a number of
familiar Wenonah faces have made their way to
Somers (just south of Melbourne).
At Somers, the experience is framed by the simple
idea of “service without recognition.” The
thought that unselfish service defines the
experience resonated at Wenonah. Joseph Taylor,
a Somers alumni (and staff member at Wenonah
during the 2010 and 2011 seasons) was in touch
with Jeff reflecting on these simple ideals. Joseph
is now a commercial pilot with Cathay Pacific
based in Hong Kong. Joseph carries with him
always the concept of “service without recognition”
and sees the merits of this concept in everyday
life.
It was during an email correspondence with
Joseph that Jeff was inspired to create a new
award to acknowledge those that maintain the
very essence of unselfish service at Wenonah.
A plaque hangs in the Lodge at Camp. It reads
simply that the Service Without Recognition
award is,

“Presented annually to a Wenonah staff member
that best exhibits the high ideals of service.”

The inaugural recipient is Associate Director
Caron Brick. Over the past 13 years, Caron has
not only been the voice on the phone and
provided the fastest response to every possible
inquiry (!); she works tirelessly each and every
day so that every child that attends Wenonah can
have the very best experience. It is the smiles on
each camper’s face that brings Caron the greatest
satisfaction. We are forever thankful that she has
graced our lives.
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SCHAEFER SCHOLARSHIPS

S

ince its inception, Camp Wenonah has been nurtured by a
large number of people who have worked passionately towards
providing the very best in program, leadership, service and facility.
Two individuals who have contributed greatly to Wenonah are Jeff’s
parents, Patricia & Bruce Schaefer.
Over 50 years ago, Pat founded the Burlington Dance Academy in
Burlington, Ontario and until her recent retirement, was the
Director of one of the most acclaimed schools of dance in Canada.
Bruce spent most of his career with Valley City Manufacturing in
Dundas, Ontario where he rose to be Vice President of the company.
Over the years, Pat and Bruce have provided sage advice and counsel
and have demonstrated their commitment to Wenonah in many
practical and meaningful ways. In 1998, Pat made available the
space for Wenonah’s Main Office on Commerce Court in Burlington
and redesigned the office for the use of the full-time administrative
staff. Bruce travelled to Camp for many years and undertook the
task of building new bunks throughout Camp. Pat and Bruce’s
ongoing devotion to Wenonah has been inspirational.
To honour their significant contributions to Wenonah, the Schaefer
Scholarships were created. Over the years, Scholarships have been
awarded to Maia Kurzawinski and Brendan Beamish (2003);
Lorraine Sugar, Will Stratton and Jon Woolley (2004); John
Hollingshead, Pam Sidey and Mike Stewart (2005); Kaleigh Fendley,
Matty McEvoy, Jenn McKye and Jesse Sit (2006); Matt Burke,
Andrew Cohrs, Marie Eve L’Anglais and Craig Mitchell (2007);
Lindsay Babcock, Josh Bradshaw, Shannon Murray, and Sam Wood
(2008); Alex Campbell, Steve LeMesurier, Andrea Mager, Cam
Rowlands, and Chris Williamson (2009); Anthony “Bootsie” Best,
Greg Brown, Emma Pickard, and Dan Sadler (2010); Janette
Downie, Laura Faulds, Miriam Heavenrich, and James Parry (2011).
A $1,000 prize
accompanies each
Scholarship. There is
a plaque in the Main
Lodge at Camp
honouring each
Schaefer Scholarship
recipient.
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FRASER “TITO” MCOUAT

TANYA SPRINGER

- 2012 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

- 2012 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

O

ne cannot help but feel good to
be in Tito’s presence. His positivity is
infectious, and his sense of humour
brightens the day of all those who cross
paths with him. He is also an incredibly
hard worker, always going out of his
way to make sure that tasks both large
and small are done well. Camp has
been a family affair for Tito. His brother
Cameron attended Camp for several
years, and Tito has also spent many
summers at Wenonah with his cousins as well. Tito grew up at Camp
as a camper, POLARIS, and WCIT participant. As a staff member, he
has worked as an Operations Staff member, Boys Camp Counsellor,
POLARIS Director, POLARIS Tripper, and Property Co-Director. He
has also worked as Property Staff and Property Director with the
Outdoor Centre program.

T

hough she arrived at Wenonah
relatively late in her camping career, the
impact that Tanya has had on Camp is
monumental. Over her three years as a
summer staff member, Tanya worked as a
Waterfront Director and Girls Section
Director (the latter position for two
seasons). She also worked with the
Outdoor Centre program. In all those
jobs, she established herself as a role
model for campers, students and staff
members alike. It was during her time as Girls Section Director in
particular that she shaped the lives of countless young women.

Tito’s legacies can be found all around Camp, from his work on big
projects like the Wenonah Pines Mini Golf Course to his attention to
detail in making sure the Camp facility is clean and in a state of good
repair. His other legacies can be found in the impact he has had on
campers, both those who benefitted from his leadership as a Counsellor
or POLARIS Director and those who came to admire his positive
attitude and his love for Camp.

Tanya continues to find ways to support Camp however she can.
Whether it is by spending a week leading the Period Five program or
providing her insights during an off-season planning workshop, Tanya
demonstrates an ongoing commitment to Wenonah. Her continued
involvement in Camp is done with such heartfelt passion. Simply put,
she cares about Camp and all those who are part of the Wenonah
community. To many current staff members and campers, Tanya’s
involvement at Camp is definitive. They evoke her name frequently
when they speak about staff members who have influenced them at
Wenonah. She is a friend and mentor to many, and is a shining
example of all that is possible at Camp.

Tito is completing his degree in English at Wilfrid Laurier University.
Tito returns for the 2013 season in a senior supervisory position at
Wenonah.

Tanya is an active member of the Friends of Wenonah alumni group.
She currently works as an Interview Producer with George
Stroumboulopoulos Tonight on CBC Television.

SHANNON SENYK

GEOFF “RUDY” WILLIAMSON

- 2012 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

- 2012 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

E

verything that Shannon does at
Camp is done with a concern for others.
When campers and staff members
think of Shannon, they think of her
kind, thoughtful, and caring nature.
She is so well-liked because she cares
so deeply for others. She works hard to
bring out the very best in campers, and
she motivates and mentors staff members
with her calm and positive approach.

Shannon was joined at Camp for years by her sisters Alison and Jill.
Shannon herself was a camper, POLARIS, and WCIT participant. She
has worked as Junior Program Staff, Counsellor, Waterfront Director
and, most recently, Girls Section Director. She has also lent her
leadership to the Outdoor Education Centre as a Program Specialist
and Group Coordinator.
Shannon is a role model to everybody at Camp. She puts such thought
and care into all of her interactions and decisions. She is a shining
example of what it means to be a responsible staff member, making
sure that every camper in her care is safe and secure while enjoying
their time at Camp. She sets a high standard for those around her,
and exemplifies what it means to be a positive and contributing
member of the Camp community.
Shannon graduated from Western University with a degree in Political
Science in the Spring of 2012. Shannon will be travelling to work in
Australia in the early part of 2013 but we look forward to seeing
Shannon visiting during the 2013 Summer Camp season.

R

udy is renowned at Camp for his
strength of leadership and knack for
creativity. Over his years as a staff member,
he has demonstrated how seriously he
takes everything at Camp while still
maintaining a great sense of fun. Both
characteristics have endeared him to
campers and staff members alike.

Rudy has attended Camp with his brothers
Chris and Cam (both of whom were staff
members in 2012) and sister Carolyn (a POLARIS participant in 2012).
Rudy himself was a camper, POLARIS, and WCIT participant at Camp
before assuming numerous staff roles, including Period Five Counsellor,
Junior Program Staff, Counsellor, POLARIS Director, Assistant Introductory
Period Director, POLARIS Tripper, and Boys Section Director. He’s also
worked with the Outdoor Centre as a Program Specialist and Group
Coordinator.
Rudy is unique as a Camp staff member. He can equally relate to the
youngest and the oldest campers. He is just as comfortable leading a
group as he is spending one-on-one time with any camper who needs it.
Campers know his name, and he knows theirs. Campers are inspired by
Rudy, and staff members admire him. He has an enthusiasm and humour
about him that lifts everyone up and makes each day at Camp a good one.

Rudy graduated from the Media, Information, and Technoculture
program at Western University in the spring of 2012. We are thrilled
that he is continuing with Wenonah as our 2013 Assistant Director.
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SIMON WELLS
FIRST YEAR STAFF
LEADERSHIP
AWARD
Simon Wells, over the past
16 seasons, has contributed
immeasurably to life at
Wenonah. While a fulltime
staff member, he influenced a
great many others through his example of dedicated
service and commitment. Simon has also played
the central role in evolving our Outdoor Education
Centre to a point where we now welcome thousands
of school children each year during Spring and Fall.
And, Simon has been responsible for the ongoing
development and maintenance of our site and
facilities and has overseen significant expansion
and enhancement over the years. Everywhere we
look around Camp, we can see examples of
Simon’s vision and talents.

GRAHAM STEELE
Graham goes about his role at Camp in a very quiet way. At the same
time, he is an immensely thoughtful and caring person. He has a very
clear understanding of what is expected of him as a staff member,
and he works very hard to not only meet those expectations but to
surpass them.
Like so many of his peers, Graham has grown up at Camp. He was
a long time camper, and then POLARIS and WCIT participant before
working as a Resource Staff member this past summer. As a staff
member, he established himself as a great role model not only for
other first year staff but also for all staff members.
Graham puts so much time and energy into everything he does.
He is happy and enthusiastic to help out wherever and however he
can. He wants to do a good job, and is always receptive to feedback.
Campers like him, no doubt in part because he constantly and
genuinely engages them. Graham does not need to be recognized
for a job well done because he is happy to see the reflection of his
hard work in the smiles of his campers.
Graham will graduate from Upper Canada College in the spring.
We are thrilled that he will return to the Camp Wenonah staff for
the 2013 season.

The Simon Wells First Year Staff Leadership Award
is presented annually to a male and a female first
year staff member and acknowledges the significant
contributions that Simon has made.
Each recipient receives a personal plaque plus a
cash award of $500. As well, there is now a
permanent plaque in the Lodge highlighting the
award recipients.

EMILY BREWER
Emily puts a priority on doing the right thing. She
puts great thought and effort into everything that
she does. And, importantly, Emily is an outstanding
role model to her campers. It is clear from her
interactions with them how much they look up
to her.
Over her years as a camper, POLARIS, and WCIT
participant we have always known how good a
person Emily is. That was only reinforced this past
summer as a staff member. Emily is always a willing
volunteer to help wherever needed, and she goes
out of her way to spend one-on-one time with
campers, especially those who may not get as
much attention as others.
Emily is very conscientious. She is so aware of how
her actions affect those around her. To Emily, doing
the right thing is more important than it is to impress
her peers. She is upbeat no matter the role that she
is taking on. She always has a smile on her face,
and her sensitive and kind approach to others has
an immeasurably positive impact on them. Emily is
in the Bachelor of Kinesiology program at the
University of British Columbia. She will return to
Wenonah in 2013 as a member of the staff team.

THE WENONAH WARBLER • ANNUAL 2013

PAGE • TWENTY

WEENONAH

By Maia Bradshaw, Co-Director of WEEnonah

E

very summer the WEEnonah campers are charged with very important
responsibilities around Camp, of course this past year was no different! It is
clear that WEEnonah campers are ready for anything rain or shine!
If you can believe it this year the campers were asked to help save the
Olympics! Early on during the start of Camp we learned that someone had
stolen the Olympic flame as it was on the journey from London to
Rio de Janeiro. We met some very famous Olympians who were
devastated with the news; on top of that we also met some Olympic
Committee Officials who did not know what to do. Luckily, the WEEnonah
campers had many solutions!
We took some time to prepare, the campers learned about teamwork when
they played the Statues Game, they learned about fair competition as they
raced marbles through a downhill course, and they learned the skill of
concentration by carefully weaving in and out of a Streamer Laser Maze!
With all of these new skills under their belts the campers were ready for the
next full day of competition!
As Teams, WEEnonah campers took part in many sports events that
included Tennis, Archery, Canoeing, Soccer, Beach Volleyball, Hurdling,
Water Balloon Shot Put, and Gymnastics. “At the end of the day, they were
Oh so tired,” but their efforts were rewarded when they saw the Olympians
canoeing towards Camp with a bright, blazing Olympic Torch! There was a
lot of cheering that led to a celebratory dinner.
WEEnonah 2012 brought out the best in all of the campers. At campfires
campers led songs and skits that everyone enjoyed! The boys and girls
were ecstatic at each Beach Party with a sprinkler car wash, and the ever
popular Rivers and Dams. Each camper cooked his/her lunch on the campfire
and loved it! On the very last evening the campers and staff really enjoyed
watching the slideshow of images that captured all the fun had over that
last two days at Camp.
Wenonah staff members are so thankful to all of those that participated, we
had an AMAZING time and we hope you all did as well! We’ll see you
next year!
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THE 2012 WENONAH STAFF TEAM

I

t seems like every year we say, “This is one of the best staff teams we’ve ever had,” and we always mean it! Our staff
team does such a great job of making every moment magical for all those who join us at Camp.
In 2012, over 95% of our staff team had been at Camp before and/or had graduated from our WCIT leadership program.
Each staff member has a deep commitment to the Wenonah experience, and works so hard to provide each camper, student,
and visitor a positive and wholesome experience.
The staff listed below worked during our 2012 season with one or more of our programs, including Camp Wenonah,
The Camp Wenonah Centre For Outdoor Education, and Women’s Weekends.

17 YEARS ON STAFF
Jeff Bradshaw
Renata Bradshaw

15 YEARS ON STAFF
Simon Wells
Liz McClounie

14 YEARS ON STAFF
Jason Monteith

13 YEARS ON STAFF
Caron Brick
Barb Janicek

12 YEARS ON STAFF
Will Stratton

7 YEARS ON STAFF
Laura Faulds
Stephen LeMesurier
Andrea Mager
Julia Stephenson
Christopher Williamson

6 YEARS ON STAFF
Janette Downie
Steph (Duck) Jackson
Miriam Heavenrich
James Parry
Emma Pickard
Daniel Sadler
Geoffrey “Rudy” Williamson

5 YEARs ON STAFF

10 YEARS ON STAFF

Original stained glass pieces, depicting
the blue lake and rocky shore so symbolic
of life at Summer Camp, are created
individually by artist Linda Bennett and
presented to our 5 Year Staff.

Anthony “Bootsie” Best
Maia Bradshaw
mattburke
Mike Stewart

Charlotte Aicklen
Torrie Borland
Niki Edwards
Vicky Fenwick-Sehl
Natalie Fox
Dr. Mary Grant
Stu Lawson
Ryan Leuty
Fraser McOuat
Celia Saunders
Shannon Senyk
Ellen Shantz
Brittany Shelly
Kevin Smith

A great friend of Wenonah,
Ted Tiemessen, creates an original
stained glass piece with the Wenonah
logo for our 10 Year Staff recipients

9 YEARS ON STAFF
Andrew Cohrs
Matt Jackson
Rob Kloet
Brad Laidlaw
Susan McClung
Tanya Springer
Jon Woolley

8 YEARS ON STAFF
Linda Bolton
Josh Bradshaw
Shannon “Max” Murray
Justin Deyell
Cameron Rowlands
Jason Sadler
Pat Schaefer
Lorraine Sugar
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4 YEARS ON STAFF

Rianne Barette
Sarah Cattoir
Jamie Kennedy
Brett Mueller
Jack Nenniger
Roc Pelton
Jake Read
Andrea Robinson
Lizzie Sarjeant
Thomas “Red” Schenck
Mike Tighe
Bronwen Tucker

3 YEARS ON STAFF

Joanna Chapman-Smith
Graham Clark
Dominic Faoro
Ryan Gardner
Aaron Goodbaum
Trevor Harrison
Laura Indingaro
Amit Kadan
Jessica McCutcheon
Brendan Meagher
Kelly Mueller
John Ramsay
Erin Roach
Stephanie Stevens
Stephanie Sutcliffe
Jack Tillmann

2 YEARS ON STAFF

PERIOD FIVE &
WEEnonah WCITs

Stu Alexander
Hannah Best
Will Bradbeer
Eric Caprio
Jackie Clark
Sage Cryderman
Katie Gibson
Katie Jagodkin
Alex Keillor
Olivia Livingston Flavelle
Adam Loveland
Monika Low
Rebecca Malcolmson
Clare McClung
Gavin McGuire
David Peterson
Jared Perlmutter
Brian Rowlands
Max Saunders
Amanda Schutz
Ally Soule
Graham Steele
Alanna Sulz
Ben Waite
Cam Williamson
Sara Wollschlaeger

Each year, a number of our Summer
Camp WCITs join us to offer leadership
with our Period Five & WEEnonah
introductory programs at the end of
August. Special thanks to:
Sydney Bradshaw
River Brown
Abbey Cameron
Maddi Carson-Bull
Hailey Ciordas
Emily Coster
Andrew Dell
Callum Faulds
Jessica Florence
Colin Ghali
Mel Gouda
Ben Heavenrich
Taylor Kingdon
Clayton Meyrick
Haley Oosterman
Alex Paynter
Anton Poldre
Maddy Poole
Hannah Rauseo
Mitchell Roeper
Liam Rooney
Daniel Scarr
Laura Shaen
Rachel Shaen
Jacqueline Simone
Ian Stadelmann
Aleksande Vuksinic
David Wood

1 YEAR ON STAFF
Emily Brewer
Dan Burrow
Sophie Chiou
Arturo Cortés Prieto
Lorena de la Maza
Andrea Fernández Sánchez
Josh Gibson
Abbey Jagodkin
Clare McNeil
Simon McNeil
Lauren Sudeyko
Peter Webster
Erica Zucker

NURSES

Most parents will tell you that the most important things for their
children to have at Camp are fun and safety. Thanks to each of
our nurses for keeping us all happy and healthy.

11 YEARS

Louise Pope-Rhoden

9 YEARS

Sue Berlinguette

6 YEARs

Alanna Harrison
Barb Hoeve

5 YEARS

Lisa Baker
Gwen Neizer
Nancy Vandenbergh

1 YEAR

Franziska Hines
Jody Jacklin

4 YEARS

Doreen Sauve

2 YEARS

Joanna Walenius
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WENONAH FOUNDATION

T

he Wenonah Foundation was established in the late 1990s to assist families with Camp fees. Funded completely through
the generous donations of current families, alumni and many friends of Camp Wenonah, the Foundation provided financial
support that allowed 32 children to attend Camp in 2012.
The mother of a child that attended Wenonah in 2012 wrote to us:

Please accept my most heartfelt thanks for the support offered through the Foundation to help our daughter attend Camp.
She came back to me only wanting to return, having had the absolutely best time ever. And she came back again this year
changed in beautiful, subtle and strong ways. Just glowing. She sat in the car and couldn't stop talking.... recounting
almost each and every day and all the wonders of each and every person. Discoveries, forging bonds of friendship and
unimagined accomplishments.... she experienced them all .... with much thanks to your wonderful staff, to you all and the
Foundation supporters for making this opportunity possible. A privilege for which we are very grateful.
On behalf of all of the families that received assistance for their children to attend Wenonah during the 2012 season, we
would like to offer a heartfelt thank you to the Wenonah Foundation donors:
William & Jennifer Abbott
Geoff Allen & Terry Fenton
Philip Allen & Jenifer Rush
Tony & Suzy Anderson
Anonymous
Dean Arfin & Carol Wallwork
Sarah Armstrong
Adam & Tina Ashton
Maurice AuCoin & Shelley Pogue
Andre & Beth Babin
Emory & Natali Baird
Mike Barber & Hilary Hampson
Rod & Sandra Bartlett
Fred & Martha Bauer
Sandeep Bawa & Manisha Burman
Sue Berlinguette
Attilio Bertolo & Jane Cockton
John & Reema Boase
Jim & Agatha Bolton
Linda Bolton
Dave & Liz Bradbeer
Kevin Brazolot
Lou & Anne Breithaupt
Andre & Nicci Brenninkmeijer
Philippe & Sophie Broet
Chris & Amanda Brown
Simon & Carol Bureau
Ray & Joanne Burns
Tom Burrow
& Helen Handfield-Jones
Donald & Allison Burton
Michael & Kathrin Bussmann
Nelson & Elena Cardenas
John & Stacia Carlton
John Carta
Hervé & Karina Castella
Pauline Chung
John Ciordas & Jane Lowes Ciordas
Jonathan Cocker & Shameem Rashid
Patrick Collins & Sarah James

Frank & Barb Coster
Martha Danobeitia
Connie Davidson
James Davidson & Yani Hamdani
Randy & Ruth Davis
Mark Davis & Sue Vernon-Smith
John & Anne De Aragon
Peter & Cathy Deschamps
Innes Dey & Liane Shipp-Dey
Erin Dietrich
Pearse Dolan & Alison Steeves
Darrin & Jose Dorosz
Michael & Jill Dosman
Judy Dougall
Eric & Amy Douglas
James & Allison Duff
Mark & Stacey Ellerbeck
Lorne & Diane Emery
Tom & Becky Eyre
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Ken Faier & Helga Breier
Ian Faulds & Heather Currie
Beth Fellows
Rob & Laurie Finlay
Tim & Shelley Forsyth
Art Fortin & Sheila Feore
Neil Freyke & Peggy Phillips
Bill Fulton & Laura Champion
John Galway & Michele Maheux
Janet Grassi
Francois Gravel & Allison Patrick
Bruce & Teresa Gray
Chris & Carola Gray
Darren Green & Lana Bullock
Dylan & Julie Griffiths
Michelle Hacksel
John Hagen & Ileana Kirstine
Hooman & Christine Hakami
Trish Hall

Jeff Halliday & Jenny Thompson
Robert & Donna Hamilton
Jeffrey & Michelle Hayward
Alan & Joan Heavenrich
Carl Helbich
& Heather Hallam-Helbich
Chris & Andrea Hetherington
Guy Higgins
& Marlene Bader-Higgins
Julie Horne
Dennis & Erin Hughes
Shawn & Kathy Hughes
Janice Hutchinson
Tony Janusky & Michele Heuff
Brian Kemp & Ana Neves
Rushad & Neelam Khoorshed
Robert & Elaine Kozlov
Bernadette Laan
Andrew Larsen & Esther Arbeid
Chris & Sunisa Lawrence
Stuart Lawson
David Lee & Angela Grant-Lee
Richard Lee & Gary Van Haren
Jim & Laura Legere
Jordan & Jennifer Lewis
Pascal & Françoise Longlade
Fiona Lowden
Doug Lucky & Laura Foster
Niall Lynagh & Joanne Wakulich
Peter & Claire Mackenzie
Tod & Melanie Madden
Steve & Sherna Marcus
Dave & Carolyn Martin
Scott & Christie Martin

Terry & Natalie Mathews

Julien & Beatrice Mazerolle
Glenn & Susan McClung
Matty McEvoy & Lindsay Walker
Michael & Karen McLeod
Keith McSpurren & Mary Motz
Cécile & Olivier Metaireau
Stephen Meurice & Barbara Petek
Peter & Cathy Miles
Jeff & Clare Miller
Jon & Donna Mills
Jose Javier Montaño Salinas
& Helena Carolina Pulido Preciado
Jason & Tanya Monteith
Brent Moore & Sara Plant
Jose Morales & Jessica Caceres
Lucrezia Motta
Steve & Kathy Mueller
Marianne Mulders
Rob Muru & Anne Davidson Muru
Jamie & Leslie Nelson
Steve Nenniger & Nancy Henely
Justin Nodwell & Lisa Godfrey
Claude & Brenda Norfolk
Jarl Northwood
Sandy Oake
Daniel O'Connor & Martha Randall
Jeremy & Diane O'Neill
Michelle Oosterman
Gareth & Catherine Orchard
Roy & Margaret Overton
Particia Parnis
John Perreault & Joanne Larkman
Matthew & Debra Pickfield
Paul & Barb Pigott
Chris & Cathy Poole
Pritti & Prashant Popat
Guy & Martha Prentice
Thomas & Melissa Preston
David Ridgen & Katherine Kneller
Kathryn Roberts
Milan Rupic & Catherine Cooper
Micheil Russell & Pier Bryden
Dawna Rutledge
Craig Sansom & Maureen Murray
Bruce & Patricia Schaefer
Yves & Isabelle Schmidt
Peter & Christine Schmidt
Anthony Scholes & Kathy Borgiel
Arnold & Alison Schubert
Stephen & Judy Schutz
Noah Segal & Amanda Cohen
Martin & Christina Semler
Mazlum Sen & Margie Lambert-Sen
Christopher Sergeant & Sue Davidson
Michael Shaen & Anita Mackey
Paul Shantz & Ann Dunlop-Shantz
Vikas & Manisha Sharma
Mark Shewchuk & Karen McIntyre
Jason Shuker & Melanie Rose
Darlene Silva
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Rob Simpson & Leigh Thornton
Guy Skipworth & Kaz Flinn
Kevin Smith
Stephen Stahl & Michi Lepik-Stahl
Steven & Cathy Stewart
Kevin Talmage & Laura Dunne
Lev Tarasoff & Dorothee Bienzle
Andrew & Janet Tatarsky
Vincent Thien & Grace Kim
Michael Thomas & Lauren Schagen
Kevin Tighe & Berenice Saracoglu
Mike & Janet Tunney
Karrie Tynkaluk
Allan & Nancy Urwin
Nancy Vandenbergh
Chris Vanhaverbeke
& Stephanie Butler
Pauline Varga
Chris Varga & Susan Boyes
David Veldhuizen & Eve Weinberg
Martina Vuksinic
Gordon & Jo-Anne Wade
Peter & Tracy Walker
Iris Wang
Allan Weinrib & Lisa Hemeon
Nancy Weir Stadig
Colin White & Andrea Warrian
Kim Wilhelm
Doug Williamson & Linda McKend
Lareina Wilson
Michael & Martha Wlodek
Vic Wong & Mimi Sun
David & Milena Woodiwiss
Heather Woodruff
Ian & Deborah Young
Andrew Zimakas
& Tanya van Biesen
Richard & Randi Zlotnik Shaul
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IN THE WORDS OF WENONAH CAMPERS

This past summer cabin groups were asked to reflect on their experiences at Wenonah
and to express what Camp means to them. Here are a few examples of what
they said:

C

amp is a place of opportunity. A place to show responsibility and to meet new people. Camp acts as a second
home where you can have fun and truly be yourself without worrying about an ego. At Camp one can develop
new skills and learn new languages. A place where borders don't define you and different cultures are taught and
accepted. Camp is a place where one can disconnect from the city and gain new perspectives on life and nature.
Camp is a collection of reflections and memories which is within each member and is passed on to others.
July campers -Spruce

B

ecause of Camp...
I’ve made a dream catcher
I’ve made new discoveries
I’ve made strong friendships
I’ve made many days unforgettable
Because of Camp...
I’ve learned a little Spanish
I’ve learned a little French
I’ve learned a little Macarena
I’ve learned a little bit more about myself
Because of Camp...
I’ve tried fried granola
I’ve tried Gaga Ball
I’ve tried getting up for morning dip
I’ve tried things I never thought possible
Because of Camp...
I’ve become a master sailboat tipper
I’ve become a little more crazy
I’ve become open to new experiences
I’ve become more independent, accepting and outgoing
Because of Camp
I’m better now for the knowing of you.
July campers - White Ash

C

amp is a time of peace and zen away form home. It means especially
connecting with the outdoors and getting away from technology. Camp gives
people a chance to come to a new place where all people can try new things
and develop new skills. A part of Camp that means a lot to most of us is the
variety of people we meet from different countries. It is healthy to see the
way their cultures relate to our own. As well as learning about others it is also
good to learn about ourselves. Camp gives everybody a way to learn about
themselves in their own unique way.
July campers - Maple
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C

amp Wenonah is
Where acceptance is constant
And new friends are made
Camp Wenonah is
Where independence is learned
And teamwork happens
Camp Wenonah is
Where friends become family
And new skills are learned
Camp Wenonah is
A place you can be yourself
And be loved for it
August campers - White Ash

W

hat does Camp mean to you?
Relaxing in the open air with natural surroundings.
Meeting new friends and seeing old ones.
Chilling in the cabin and learning new things.
Learning new skills and activities.
Experience new surroundings you would not experience at home.
Taking a break from a stressful life.
Opportunities to learn new skills, experience new surroundings
and meet new people.
Always being involved at Camp.
August campers - Spruce

C

amp is...
Fun
Do stuff you can't do in the city
Meeting new people
Yummy food and awesome staff
Beautiful surroundings
New experiences
Swimming in the lake
Things you don't see at home (chipmunks)
August campers -Oak
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Main Camp Office
3584 Commerce Court
Burlington, Ontario L7N 3L7
Phone: (905) 631-2849
Fax:
(905) 631-2850
E-Mail: info@campwenonah.com
Website: www.campwenonah.com

Please return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

