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Jeff’s Jottings!

It’s been another superlative season at Wenonah! From opening Camp
in April to closing in late October, our days have been long but
incredibly satisfying. We can’t wait for the snow to melt and to get
back to Camp.
This year’s Warbler celebrates and shares the stories of the 2014
season while looking ahead to what is sure to be another year of
magical moments on the shores of Clear Lake in 2015.
Co-Director Renata Bradshaw, Associate Directors Caron Brick &
Mike Stewart, Executive Chef Brad Laidlaw, Assistant Directors Rianne
Barette & Fraser “Tito” McOuat, Period Five Director Jason Monteith
and WEEnonah Directors Maia Bradshaw & Will Stratton are all to be
congratulated for all their work towards another terrific year for Camp
Wenonah, our popular Women’s Weekend programs and The Camp
Wenonah Centre for Outdoor Education.

Inside this edition of the Warbler:

• The Path to the Future:
Wenonah Hires Two New Full
-time Staff including Summer
Camp Director Geoff “Rudy”
Williamson and Outdoor Centre
Director Fraser “Tito” McOuat.

• A recap of major program and
property projects completed in
2014.

• A look ahead to some fantastic
new initiatives for the 2015
season.

• Find out who received Five Year
and Ten Year Camper Awards in
2014.

• A special salute to Graydon and
Irene Boyes who built Camp
Oak-A-Lea in the early 1960s.
Now the home of Camp
Wenonah, Oak-A-Lea celebrates
50 years in 2015.

• Associate Director Caron Brick
is honoured with the 2014
Distinguished Service Award.

• 2014 Schaefer Scholarships are

• 2014

Simon Wells First Year
Staff Leadership Awards are
presented to Helena Kita and
Mark McCutcheon.

• Honorary

Director Jane
McCutcheon is the 2014
Service Without Recognition
Award recipient.

• The Dawaa Dynasty: A Half
Decade of Dominance! Learn
about the results from yet
another compelling Wenonah
Games season.

• The 2014 Wenonah Foundation
Golf Classic supports the
Wenonah Foundation and
provides a terrific salute to
Pat & Bruce Schaefer and
Milena & Vince Nosek.

•A

sneak peek at Wenonah
20/20: 20 Events to Celebrate
20 Years in 2016.

• We offer thanks to the many

recent Wenonah Foundation
donors.

awarded to Lizzie Sarjeant,
Celia Saunders, Jack Tillmann And, much, much more!
and Thomas “Red” Schenck.

On behalf of the Wenonah Management Team (Renata, Caron, Rudy
& Tito), our Associate Directors (Simon, Jason, Liz, Barb, Stewy &
Nancy) and our staff and the entire Wenonah community, our very
best wishes for a happy and healthy 2015.
See you at Camp!
Jeff Bradshaw
Founder / Executive Director

THE WENONAH WARBLER • ANNUAL 2015

PAGE • TWO

inside the warbler
ARTICLE

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PAGE

Jeff’s Jottings!
Welcome to Wenonah
What a Year! 2014 in Review
Coming in 2015
Spirit of Wenonah Award
Women’s Weekend
Distinguished Service Award
We Get Letters . . .
Wenonah Games 2014 Recap
Five & Ten Year Campers
WEEnonah 2014
Centre for Outdoor Education
Health Centre Initiatives 2014
Did You Know?
What Camp Means to Me
Wenonah 20/20
Alumni Spotlight
Pass the Music On
Foundation Golf Classic
Celebrating 50 Years of Oak-A-Lea
Schaefer Scholarships
Wells Leadership Awards
Service Without Recognition
Path to the Future
2014 Wenonah Staff Team
Wenonah Foundation

2
3
3
4
4
5
5
6
8
9
9
10
11
12
14
15
16
19
19
20
22
24
25
26
28
30

WELCOME TO WENONAH!

WHAT A YEAR!
2014 IN REVIEW

E

ach year, Wenonah hosts an information session
for registered first time families AND those that would like
to hear more about the Wenonah Summer Camp
program and experience.

Welcome to Wenonah is led by Executive Director
Jeff Bradshaw and Summer Camp Director Geoff “Rudy”
Williamson and lasts for 45 minutes.

2

014 was another exciting year for new initiatives, new
programs and new facilities. Here are just a few of the highlights:
The newly renovated Arts and Crafts Centre at Driftwood saw its
first season of use and was a big hit with everyone that journeyed
“up the hill.” The Porch was added in Fall 2013 and the front of
Stewy’s now features a large deck with tables and umbrellas. A
perfect gathering spot for formal and informal moments at Camp!

OAKVILLE
Oakville Holiday Inn
590 Argus Road, Oakville (QEW and Trafalgar)
Saturday, March 28, 2015
3:00 - 4:00 pm
Please RSVP to Caron Brick at the Burlington Camp Office
(905-631-2849) or by email (caron@campwenonah.com).
In addition, Rudy and Jeff are available for in-home
presentations for new and interested families in January,
February and March each year. Please contact Rudy
directly at the Burlington Office OR by email
(rudy@campwenonah.com) to check availability and
make arrangements.

Our sailing program continues to expand with four new PICOs
purchased and in use for the 2014 season.
We were delighted to connect with YMM ARTSPACE. A terrific
new partnership that resulted in 25 campers attending Wenonah
during August Camp.
Four cabins (part of our five year refurbishment plan) were
completely renovated (Willow, Red Pine, White Pine and Ironwood).
A new tabin in the Village, Linden, was built in advance of the
2014 POLARIS and WCIT programs.
Behind the scenes
(but still so central to the success of our experience):
• A new commercial grade steamer was purchased for the
kitchen (Chef Brad had a noticeable bounce in his step
throughout 2014!).
• The Boys Section Washroom received a major septic upgrade
in June.
• 15 cabins were fitted with forced air heating (a big plus during
a colder than usual 2014).
• A new storage building, Chestnut, was built beside Mahogany
in the centre of Camp.
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COMING IN 2015!

A

s always, we continue to look for ways to improve,
enhance and evolve our programs, equipment and facilities.

Here are just a few projects we’re working on for the 2015
season:
• Four more cabin interiors will be refurbished in advance of
the 2015 season (Elm, Birch, Oak and Beech).
• A fantastic NEW Girls Section Campfire was built in late
Fall 2014.

SPIRIT OF WENONAH AWARD

• With the leadership and expertise of our longtime
collaborators, Challenges Unlimited Inc. (CUI), a brand new
look to the Climbing Wall awaits campers in 2015. CUI has
been a leader in designing and building Challenge Courses
and Climbing Walls in Canada for 25+ years and we’re
excited to retire the Vertical Playground and introduce
Dangle-A-Maze:

Two members of the group
use the wooden beams,
as well as each other, to
climb while being
supported by the rest of the
group, who are actively
belaying below.
All oversight is led by the
CUI trained Camp
Wenonah staff members,
who also discuss proper
safety instruction prior to
Photo courtesy of
climbing. Dangle-A-Maze CHALLENGES
UNLIMITED INC.
incorporates the
“Challenge by Choice” philosophy, while actively
working on team building skills.
• Leadership Village will have a new look in 2015. Half walls
are being erected on most tabins and many tabins are being
completely rebuilt.
• Additional whitewater kayaks are being purchased to match
the level of interest in this very popular program area.
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I

n 2012, the Spirit of Wenonah Award was created and
presented for the first time to acknowledge campers who
have helped to immeasurably further the ideals of
community leadership and citizenship during their time
at Camp.
Each month we select one female and one male camper
who have made many positive, thoughtful, considerate
and lasting contributions to life at Camp Wenonah.
Recipients are named by the Section Directors in
consultation with Jeff and other members of the
Wenonah Management Team.
In 2014, we were thrilled to honour:

July Camp
Claire Hillis
Thomas Dell
August Camp
Tom Nenniger
Sarah Wood
There is a permanent plaque in the Lodge with each
name inscribed. In addition, recipients receive their own
personal plaque.
We could not be prouder of Claire, Thomas, Tom and
Sarah. They truly represent the Spirit of Wenonah!
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WOMEN’S WEEKEND

C

amp Wenonah held
one very successful
Women’s Weekend that
saw over 130 participants
in September!

Women’s Weekends at
Wenonah are becoming
a staple weekend where
women can enjoy the
many Camp activities at
their own pace. With so
many great activities for
women to enjoy it’s hard to just pick a few.
Women were found all weekend doing yoga on
the dock, Zumba on the Upper Deck, watercolour painting on The Porch, enjoying a relaxing
massage in the Health Centre, playing mini-golf at
the Pines, climbing the climbing wall, shooting
arrows in the archery range, playing tennis, baking
pies, paddling a canoe, attending a wine tasting,
relaxing on the dock, and so much more!
Camp Wenonah Women’s Weekends are an
opportunity for women to connect with each other
and with nature. Women plan this weekend a year
in advance, gather friends, create table decorations,
pull out their Camp clothes and get excited for
Camp. Women can be found walking around
Camp wearing their Wenonah sweatshirts and
singing Camp songs into the night. These weekends
have become a tradition for so many women. At
the traditional Saturday night Bingo, Wenonah
recognized the women who have been coming to
Women’s Weekends for 10 straight years!
Along with the Wenonah staff team, this year
we welcomed back four veteran alumni to host
the weekend. A huge thank you to Liz McClounie,
Sam Richardson, Amy Herringer-Joliat and Shannon
Wilson for their ongoing support and dedication
to Wenonah.
Wenonah would not be able to offer this fabulous
weekend without the passionate and talented
group of workshop facilitators who customized their
programs to meet the needs of the participants, and
who help to create a powerful community at Camp.
A sincere thank you to Gayle Barnett (Massage),
Diannah Benson (Massage), Francis Barry (Belly
Dance), Dr. Melissa Howe (Bowen Therapy), Brad
Laidlaw (Seasonal Baking), Wendy Prouty (Book
Club), Sam Richardson (Yoga), Christy A. Smith
(Watercolour Painting), Bev Stewart (Massage), Eric
Thompson (Wine Tasting), Gill Tillmann (Life
Transition Coach), Fyonna Vanderwerf (Zumba).
We look forward to another very successful
Women’s Weekend in 2015!

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

O

n the final day
each year of August
Camp, the staff remain at
Camp after the campers,
POLARIS and WCITs
depart in the morning.
There is a full afternoon
of work around the site
(including taking down
Leadership Village). The
evening features a terrific
buffet dinner from Chef
Brad and his staff and then
finally, a formal program
to recognize contributions to Wenonah and to
look back on the season.
In 2012, Jeff devoted the final part of the evening to make the
announcement of a major new staff recognition, the Wenonah
Distinguished Service Award and honoured the first two recipients,
Renata Bradshaw and Simon Wells. Jason Monteith received
this honour in 2013. The Distinguished Service Award is the
highest recognition at Wenonah given for a lifetime of service to the
Camp experience.
Renata, Simon and Jason were on hand to recognize the 2014
recipient, Caron Brick.
When Caron was presented with the Distinguished Service Award,
Jeff struggled to find the right words. Because simply, there are no
words to recognize the extraordinary contributions that Caron has
made to Wenonah.
After an early career with CUMIS insurance and the admissions
office at Sheridan College, Caron joined the Wenonah team as the
Manager of the Camping and Outdoor Bookstore in 2000.
This soon led to four years as the Director of Administration for
Wenonah Day Camp. Since 2005, Caron has been Associate
Director – Administration for Camp Wenonah and works year
round at the Burlington Office. Caron coordinates all the activity
at our Main Office in Burlington which includes overseeing all
the administration for Camp Wenonah, The Camp Wenonah
Centre for Outdoor Education, and Women’s Weekend programs.
It’s Caron who parents turn to for registration assistance, last
minute instructions and solving challenges along the way. It’s Caron
that the Wenonah staff turn to for leadership, advice and direction.
And it’s Caron who has done so much to add immeasurably to
every child’s experience on the shores of Clear Lake.
Caron and her husband Mike live in Burlington. They are the proud
grandparents of three granddaughters and three grandsons.
Caron has most recently been nominated to the Camp Administrator
Hall of Fame. She’s already earned that status, many times over,
by all of us that know and love and appreciate what Caron
means to everyone at Camp Wenonah.

PAGE • FIVE

THE WENONAH WARBLER • ANNUAL 2015

WE GET LETTERS!

E

ach year we are thrilled to receive a tremendous number
of heartfelt letters, cards and emails from campers, parents,
staff members and many others reflecting on the value of the
Wenonah experience.
Here is just a small sample following the 2014 season.
FROM A FIRST TIME CAMPER PARENT:

“Hope you’re enjoying your summer so far. We picked up
our son from Camp this past Saturday and he didn’t want to
come home. It was his first time and he didn’t go with any
friends or relatives so we were a little concerned. Needless
to say, I was very happy when he told us that he definitely
wanted to go back next summer, but for two weeks. He had
SO much fun, and he talked non-stop in the car on the way
home, telling his sister about all the fun she missed out on. So
this brings me to my little “dilemma” for next summer. I can’t
believe I’m trying to organize Summer 2015 already!!!
Wow!!”
FROM A FIRST TIME STAFF MEMBER:

“I moved into my residence for university on Wednesday and
realized that a huge part of the reason of why I am ready for
university and the rest of my life is because of Camp.
Camp has given me the opportunity to learn how to live
independently. It has taught me how to get along with
others in small areas, and communicate with others. Camp
has taught me how to make friends that will last a lifetime
and persevere through difficult times and times of stress.
This past summer being at Camp was by far my favourite
summer. Being able to meet new campers and be a part of
their Camp experience is something I have wanted the
chance to do ever since I was a camper remembering specific
counsellors and what they did to make my experience at
Camp incredible.

FROM A LONGTIME CAMP FAMILY:

“I wanted to thank you yet again for a remarkably successful
year for our kids!
I've told you this each year I believe since they've started but
I'm going to tell you again... they're great kids to start with but
their time at Wenonah makes them exceptional kids! It
really brings out the best in both of them and I couldn't be
happier about that. Each year the effects last longer and
longer. They see it and feel it too!
I'll tell you a very brief story in illustration. When we came
to spend the day with them at the halfway mark, I brought our
daughter her phone. Before we had even made it in to town,
she sighed heavily and put her phone on her lap. "What's
up?" I ask. "I am SO glad I'm at Camp and away from all that
stupid drama in the city." Pretty much sums it up for me!
My son’s experience as a WCIT could not have been a more
positive one. He really sees a future for himself as a result of
his time with you and your amazing staff.”

I loved being able to spend the summer outdoors living with
others who clearly enjoy and care about what they do and
where they are.
Working this past summer at
Camp has taught me that
being a counsellor is the
hardest job that I could ever
imagine. But with that said,
it is the most rewarding job
as well. Thank you for giving
me the opportunity to be a
counsellor for the last week
of Camp. I learned what it
takes to be a good role
model and counsellor and
loved it!”
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FROM AN ALUMNI STAFF (FOW) MEMBER:

“The past three days for me were filled with interviews for
articling positions. I was really lucky to land with a great firm
for next year. I wanted to let you know because I am certain
my time at Camp was one of the biggest reasons why I am
about to start a new and exciting chapter in my life. Camp
gave me the confidence to dream big. I learned to set goals
for myself and developed the work ethic required to succeed.
At Camp I learned that a mistake was nothing more than an
opportunity to learn and work harder for a better result the next
time round. I should also mention that many employers
were impressed with the loyalty and dedication that my time
at Camp demonstrated. For all those young staff out there
who may think that getting relevant experience in an office is
key to your future I can now say with confidence that, in my
case, many of the interviewers I met with saw my time at
Camp as incredibly interesting. I believe it set me apart in a
lot of ways. In fact when a business or firm is looking for a
new employee, their hope is to find a future leader and
someone who will contribute to the long term growth and
success of their organization. I am convinced that a long
term connection to an organization - like the one I built with
Wenonah - is often the exact attribute employers are looking
for in a candidate.”

FROM A FIRST TIME CAMPER PARENT:

“First, I want to thank you for all your help, because we were
high-maintenance with having to change weeks at the last
minute. Also, I really must commend your counsellors; you
folks do a great job in selecting and training them. They are
amazing! They all are talented with music (in the cabins, they
lull the kids to sleep with ukulele and guitar) and the kids
loved their reading the Greek myths (no scary camp stories,
that was good), they knew all the kids and were really friendly
and knowledgeable about them, and they handled well the
very rare kid who was problematic (the kids told me that the
counsellors told the boy that if he didn't stop, they'd call his
parents, and the boy stopped). I am glad it was not one of
those classic, "No tattling!" or just turning a blind eye.”
FROM A WOMEN’S WEEKEND PARTICIPANT
AND FACILITATOR:

“What a fabulous weekend you planned and executed! I
loved the dynamic group of women that attended. I sure was
spoiled being at the campfire site. Fabulous!
FROM A LONGTIME CAMP FAMILY:

“I don’t know why we have not done this before - but just
wanted to say how indebted we are to you and the amazing
Camp experience that our children have received. There are
really no words to describe the depth of learning, bonding
and quiet that they love, enjoy and celebrate at Camp. Such
good things. We talk about you all the time.”

Thank you for the opportunity to join in the fun. I learned so
much from the women who attended. I am most grateful for
my day and time at Wenonah. Sitting with the Camp
Wenonah female staff, gave me even more energy for the
day. You girls rock!”

FROM AN INTERNATIONAL CAMPER PARENT:

“We really want to thank you for this incredible Camp. Our
son is back. He is so happy. He said that it was the best
holidays he ever had. How was he? I hope he has been a
good friend for all these young people. He wants to come
back next year for POLARIS.
Thank you again for this Canadian experience.”
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WENONAH GAMES 2014 RECAP
The Dawaa dynasty continues!
Five Challenge Cups in a row!!

D

awaa won the July Camp Wenonah Games for their first
July win in three years. In an astonishing five point victory, Aki
prevailed during August Camp (their first August Camp win
since 2008) and only their second victory in 13 Wenonah
Games.
Final 2014 Challenge Cup standings (combined points from
July and August Camp Wenonah Games plus Staff PreCamp in
June and several events during the year):

Dawaa 5,545
Aki
5,510
Zibbins 5,355

August Camp Camper House Captains:

Aki: Logan Jackson & Jack Carlton

Once again, House Captains led the way for each of the
Wenonah Games teams.

The Captains line-up includes:
July Camp Camper House Captains:

Aki: Sammie Roper & Nick Tatarsky

Dawaa: Emma Murray & Adam Pain
Zibbins: Julia Rawlinson & Ryan Cogill
Staff Captains & Assistant Captains:
Aki: Jess McCutcheon & Jared Perlmutter
(Staff Captains)

Dawaa: Hannah Wulfsohn & Arthur Gosset

Katie Gibson & Graham Steele
(Assistants)

Zibbins: Kathleen Selkirk & Daniel Heutschi

Dawaa: Lizzie Sarjeant & Max Saunders
(Staff Captains)
Olivia Flavelle & Thomas “Red” Schenck
(Assistants)

Zibbins: Monika Low & Peter Webster
(Staff Captains)
Erin Roach, Emily Coster & Oliver Gatalo
(Assistants)
Trophies were presented for the Female and Male
Decathlon Champions as well as the First Place Canoe in
the Mickle Island Camper/Staff Canoe Race.
2014 results:
Female Decathlon: Katya Tarasoff (July)
Courtney Martin (August)
Male Decathlon: Arthur Gossett (July)
Nic Wlodek (August)
Mickle Island Camper/Staff Canoe Race (July):
Mitchell Schaaf, Carl Backman & Ben Waite
(Dawaa)
Mickle Island Camper/Staff Canoe Race (August):
Riley Donovan, Aidan Iaboni & John Ramsay
(Zibbins)
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5 YEAR CAMPERS

A

t presentations each Summer, a personalized engraved
miniature paddle is given to each camper celebrating their fifth year at
Wenonah. In the Summer of 2014, we were pleased to honour the
following campers with their 5 Year Camper Award:

10 YEAR CAMPERS

E

very Summer we celebrate
the campers participating in their tenth
year at Wenonah. Each camper is
presented with an original piece of
stained glass hand-made by Ted Tiemessen
of Think Muskoka to commemorate their
milestone season at Wenonah. We were
thrilled that once again this past summer,
the following names were added to this
growing list:
Austin Auger
Daniel Heutschi
Andrew Young

Caelen Allen
Nnamdi Arimah
Michael Aitchison
Eleni Austen
Eden Baldwin
Jocelyn Beriault
Reid Bogdan
Jacob Bowder
Max Bowder
Amanda Burton
Ethan Carta
Kyle Church
Beck Clinton
Thomas Clinton
Andres Correa
Mauricio Correa
Albert Danquah
Charlotte Docker
Gavin Docker
Francis Egan
James Egan
Elvis Esene
Julia Evans
Jorja Fairclough
Brynn Fenwick
Hannah Flemington
Davis Foster
Sadie Foster

Uma Ganguli
Morgan Graves-Ward
Claire Hillis
Kristen Ivanoff
Joseph Johnson
Deanna Kashin
Athy Katsikaris
Sarah Kirstine
Victoria Ladouceur
Bella Larsen
Jessica Link
Jack Liston
Soames Lovett-Darby
Brynne Madden
Aidan Marina
Camille Marulanda
Liam Mathews
Jessica Mathieson
Michael McCaffrey
Thomas McMichael
Layla Meulenbelt
Max Meulenbelt
Luis Felipe Montemayor
Rodrigo Montemayor
Olivia Mustos
Dylann O'Connor
Chloe Park
Jaime Pattison

Stephanie Pietroski
Noah Pinhas
Liam Powers
Ava Preston
Eliza Preston
Emily Roman
Nyah St. Louis
Celia Grace Sauve
Amanda Schmidt
Matthew Scoffield
Connor Scoffield
Christopher Scully
Dilara Sen
Zelal Sen
Emily Sen
Laura Shaughnessy
Graham Stanley-Paul
Michael Upton
Elizabeth Upton
Daniel Upton
Samantha Urwin
Jack Vanhaverbeke
Taiye Varga
Erica Vescio
Lauren Walsh
Meredith Zimakas

WEENONAH 2014

W

hat an exciting year for WEEnonah! This past August we welcomed
over 80 young campers to Camp Wenonah. This year, as with all WEEnonah
years it was all about the games...with a special Twist. While we were at Camp
we had a great time making, inventing and playing Carnival Games! Campers
had a chance to make their very own travel Tic Tac Toe game, complete a colour
coded Scavenger Hunt with their cabin and take part in a very active
Carnival. The Carnival was hosted by none other than the spectacular Shazam
Circus! At the Carnival campers ate ice cream that they made from scratch,
made intricate sculptures out of cold blocks of ice, raced through obstacle
courses, let their creative side fly with paint and play-dough, and carefully made
their way through a yarn lazer maze. Not only was there an exciting Carnival
to enjoy, the campers had a lot of time (thanks to some very sunny weather), to
jump, splash and swim in Clear Lake. On top of all this fun every camper had
the opportunity to learn something new at Archery and while paddling our very
own Voyageur Canoe.
The staff at Camp Wenonah were so happy to spend the whole week with two
groups of WEEnonah campers. We can't wait to see you again next year!
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THE CAMP WENONAH CENTRE FOR
OUTDOOR EDUCATION
- 2014 SEASON IN REVIEW

T

he Camp Wenonah Centre for Outdoor Education
welcomes schools and groups from a number of cities and regions
across Ontario during both the Spring and Fall seasons each
year. Many school groups return to the shores of Wenonah
annually, as their experiential visit becomes an important tradition
within the school year.
Wenonah offers programs that challenge and stimulate
participants of every age and experience through a traditional
Outdoor Education Model. Our program places significant
value on community, interdependence, personal development,
and an appreciation and respect for our natural world.

THIRTEEN YEARS

four YEARS

Emily Carr Public School (Oakville)
St. Mark Catholic School (Beamsville)

three YEARS

Prince Edward Public School (Windsor)

two YEARs

Killarney Beach Public School (Lefroy)
Randall Public School (Markham)

Camp Erin (Hamilton)
Clanmore Montessori (Oakville)
École secondaire catholique Saint-Frère-André (Toronto)
École secondaire Marc-Garneau (Trenton)
Elizabeth Bagshaw Elementary (Hamilton)
Kettleby Public School (Kettleby)
St. Joseph Catholic School (Grimsby)
St. Mary's Catholic High School - Spring Outdoor Program
(Woodstock)
St Mary’s Catholic High School - Fall Art Program
(Woodstock)

ELEVEN YEARS

St. Nicholas School (Barrie)

TEN YEARS

Haliburton Highlands Secondary School (Haliburton)
Queen Elizabeth Public School (Leamington)

EIGHT YEARS

Dougall Avenue Public School (Windsor)
Hillfield Strathallan College (Hamilton)

ONE YEAR

SEVEN YEARS

David Maxwell Public School (Windsor)
Donald A Wilson Secondary School (Whitby)
Dr. H.D. Taylor Public School (Windsor)
Hudson College (Toronto)
Jacob Beam Public School (Beamsville)
MacGregor Public School (Waterloo)
MacLachlan College (Oakville)
McKenzie-Smith Bennett Public School (Acton)
Thomas A Stewart Secondary School (Peterborough)
Village Union Public School (Oshawa)
West Ferris Intermediate School (North Bay)
Westwood Middle School (East York)

Ancaster Senior Public School (Ancaster)
Dr. S.J. Phillips Public School (Oshawa)
Kempenfelt Bay School (Barrie)

six YEARS

Eastdale Collegiate Institute (Oshawa)
Guthrie Public School (Oro Station)
Tottenham Public School (Tottenham)

five YEARS

Crescent School (Toronto)
Seaway District High School (Iroquois)
West Hill Collegiate Institute (Toronto)

“For many of our students the camping experience is brand
new and even for those with summer camp experience,
Wenonah is very exciting. Our students rave about the
activities, food and fun they had while at camp. The staff
is extremely accommodating to our needs, suggestions and
last minute requests. Thank you for another great visit! We
look forward to our return!”
Kettleby Public School

“A trip of a lifetime for many students who rarely get
to experience the beauty of Canada’s awesome outdoors.
This opportunity reminds students of the value of face to
face interaction with others. As well, communication and
social skills improved tenfold. Will definitely be back year
after year!”
St. Marys Catholic High School

“Camp Wenonah was an awesome experience for our staff and students. We were provided with amazing opportunities to
participate in outstanding physical activities that we would not have otherwise had the opportunity to experience. The staff,
setting and activities were all memorable.”
David Maxwell Public School
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HEALTH CENTRE INITIATIVES
2014

H

ow do the nurses at Camp Wenonah keep abreast of
the latest and most current information on health issues for
Camp? Camp Wenonah nursing staff have access to the
latest information and research through a tablet device
located in the Health Centre. While written information offers
good information, access to the latest research and treatment
options is mostly available online. Utilizing reputable
websites such as The Hospital for Sick Children About Kids
Health or resources such as Lexi-Comp, allows the nurses to
ensure that they are offering the safest treatment to campers
of all ages.
How do we communicate with parents of campers to keep
them abreast of any issues that might arise while their
child attends camp? In 2014 we introduced an email address,
nurses@campwenonah.com that allowed the nurses and
families to communicate by email and photos. Parents have
told us that they really like this! The email communication
offers timely information sharing and allows parents to feel
like they are aware of any concerns related to their child’s
well-being. The tablet can take photos which were effective
for sharing pictures with families, helping to keep them informed and reassured about the health issue.
Camp Wenonah’s Camp Doctor is Dr. Phyllis McCord. Although
not onsite, the nurses at Camp Wenonah partner with her to
offer expert care for campers and staff alike. Together they
manage care which includes assessments, medication
management and treatments. The close partnership with
Dr. McCord lessens the chance a camper needs to go to town
and miss out on valuable Camp time! Camp Wenonah sends
campers to Bracebridge’s South Muskoka Hospital for x-rays
and urgent care if the camper requires it.

Being at Camp for two weeks can seem like a long time to
parents. In order to ensure ongoing wellness of each and
every camper, informally day to day and formally midway
through two week programs, we have initiated Wellness
Checks. Counsellors take a moment to review each camper
to ensure that they are well and clean. Skin is assessed for
insect bites and rashes and campers are asked about many
aspects of their health. We ensure that campers are eating
well, are maintaining grooming and bathroom habits and any
concerns are flagged and the camper is sent to see the
nursing staff. This is our way of ensuring that while the
campers are having fun at Camp they are watched closely for
any issue with their health.
Camp Wenonah is a certified Sun Aware Camp which means
that we are conscientious of the effects of sun on children and
encourage sun safe behaviours. This includes advising
families to send sunscreen with their child but as well,
offering sun screen at the Health Centre, at options that are
not shaded and for the younger aged campers, having
Wellness Baskets in the cabin with sunscreen and insect spray
close by and handy so there is less chance of the camper
forgetting to put this on. Although we love the sunny days of
summer, being a Sun Safe Camp ensures we are doing all we
can to protect our campers from the harmful effects of
ultraviolet light and it helps keep them healthy for life!

PAGE • ELEVEN

THE WENONAH WARBLER • ANNUAL 2015

DID YOU KNOW?
Burlington Office together. As her nomination reads,
Caron “makes a difference each day … (and) we recognize how important her role is to our success.” Through
November and December, members of the Wenonah
community enthusiastically supported Caron’s nomination by going online to vote for her. We’re all proud of
you Caron!

All Aboard for KIC! Wenonah staff/alumni cruise around the
Toronto Harbour on the Captain Matthew Flinders in support
of the KIDS IN CAMP charity with the aim to help families
send children to summer camps.

•

Since 1997, Jeff has served on the Board of the
International Camping Fellowship (ICF). In October
2014, Jeff traveled to Turkey for the annual meetings of
the ICF Board. One of Jeff’s main responsibilities with ICF
is the coordination of national ICF Ambassadors (ICF
currently has members from 70+ countries). Jeff has
been acclaimed for a further three year term on the ICF
Board through 2017.

•

10 Year Staff Award recipient Pat (Bradshaw) Schaefer has
another accolade to add to her growing collection which
now includes the Order of Niagara Award for 2014.

•

Congratulations to Honorary Director Jane McCutcheon
for her numerous nominations as a Woman of Distinction
by the YWCA in Muskoka.

•

Scores of Wenonah
campers, families, staff,
and alumni rallied in
support of Associate
Director Caron Brick,
who was nominated in
November for the
Camp Admin Hall of
Fame. The Camp Admin
Hall of Fame is a new
initiative through the
folks at CampBrain
(who provide our online
registration and database program). Caron
was nominated for so
often being the first
point of contact for many first time Camp families, and
for giving them the reassurance they need to send
their children to Camp. She is the glue that holds our
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•

In January, Wenonah was well-represented at the annual
Ontario Camps Association Director’s Conference. The
Conference, featuring the theme ‘Nature to Networking’,
brought together directors and senior staff from across
Ontario and beyond. Jeff was a featured presenter and
panellist at the Conference. Also representing Wenonah
were Fraser “Tito” McOuat, Rianne Barette, Nancy
Vandenbergh, Mike Stewart and Lizzie Sarjeant (who
also was there in her role with the Roberta Bondar
Foundation).

•

Camp Wenonah offers opportunities for youth taking part
in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award program through their
school or other organizations, to achieve components of
their BRONZE, SILVER and GOLD Levels while at Camp.
The Adventurous Journey portion of the Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award is a natural fit with both camper and
POLARIS tripping programs at Wenonah. In addition, the
POLARIS leadership experience also qualifies as a
Residential Project.

•

At the end of the camping season each year, labelled
lost & found items are returned back to their owners.
Unidentified, unclaimed items are laundered and
donated to a local charity.

•

Renata attended the National Art Educators Association
National Convention in San Diego with an eye to
bringing some new ideas and projects to Wenonah’s Arts
& Crafts and creative programs. This three-day
convention included over one-thousand workshops by
world acclaimed educators, artists, researchers and
scholars providing substantive professional development
opportunities. This is the world’s largest art education
convention.
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•

The Camp Wenonah year-round office has a new home!
This past summer the Burlington office re-located just a
few doors down to 1-3540 Commerce Court.

The International Camping Congress (ICC) began with a
display of mind-blowing Whirling Dervishes, a local
High School band and plenty of keynotes, sessions
and networking that allowed us to engage and further
our knowledge of camping around the world. With over
500 participants from 30+ countries, there were
plenty of interesting individuals. We were lucky to
reconnect with FOW members Jan Vieth and Dan Macias,
both of whom taught and counselled Rudy and myself
in the early 2000’s. The ICC was a special time that
allowed people from all over the world to join together
and experience the highs and lows of camping. We
are definitely thankful and thrilled that we were able
to undertake this experience and we hope to bring back
many tools and techniques as we continue with Camp
Wenonah.

Outdoor Centre Director Fraser “Tito” McOuat writes of
his recent experience attending the International Camp
Directors Course (ICDC) with Summer Camp Director
Geoff “Rudy” Williamson and the International Camping
Congress (ICC) with Rudy, Renata and Jeff:

Rudy and I were thrilled to begin our new roles at Camp
Wenonah in Antalya, Turkey, undertaking an intensive
4-day International Camp Directors Course (ICDC),
followed by the 10th International Camping Congress.
A day to kill the jet lag and enjoy the beach (and buffet)
quickly turned into a meet and greet with some great,
like minded camping professionals from around the
world. With 20 participants from 10 countries, we
got to discuss various international camping models and
share our ideas and experiences with our fellow
participants. The course culminated with the presentation
of model camps to members of the ICF board.

•

The ICDC was an
experience that has greatly
enhanced our familiarity
and understanding of
what it is like to run a
camp. It also provided
us with a great network
of Global Camp Friends
and Associates. As well,
we were welcomed with
open arms by the Turkish
delegation, many of
whom we got to know
very well over the course
of the week.

Camp Wenonah is thrilled to be the permanent host site
for Camp Jumoke. As Camp Jumoke celebrates their 20th
Anniversary, we take a moment to share the reflections
of a long time Jumoke camper:

Hi. My name is Jolani, and my Camp experience this year
was amazing. Thanks to Jumoke this has been my seventh
year going to Camp. I really enjoy Camp because it gives
you a new perspective on life, you learn responsibility,
and you get to meet new friends and much more! ln
POLARIS we got to do some exciting things like kayaking,
canoeing, and sailing and, much more. We learned
independence and responsibility. This year I accomplished
many things, such as getting my ORCKA level 3 in
canoeing and my CanSail. Me and Maruf were the first
Jumoke kids to do POLARIS, and it feels good and we
hope we are setting a good example for the younger
Jumoke campers so they know that even with sickle cell
by God's grace you can do anything, and you can't let
sickle cell stop you from doing what you want to do. ln
POLARIS we also went on a 7 day trip to Algonquin and
paddled a total of 92 kilometers. lt was physically
exhausting and tiring but we got through it. lf I had to
sum up Camp in one sentence l'd say it's the best thing
to do in summer no doubt. Thank you Jumoke for letting
me go to Camp, it's been a great experience for the past
7 years and I wish to go back next year and do WCIT.
Jolani Raguette
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WHAT CAMP MEANS TO ME

W

hen asked to describe what Camp Wenonah means
to them, long time camper and leadership participant Jonah
Lazar, and long time staff member Celia Saunders shared the
following reflections on the last night of Summer Camp
during our closing campfire:

CELIA: What does Camp mean to us? When Jonah and I first
sat down to discuss the meaning of Camp to us, we were at
a loss as to what to say. Having both grown up at Camp, me
for the past 14 years, and Jonah for the past 11, we questioned
how we could possibly separate out Camp’s impact on our
lives, when Camp is so deeply ingrained in who we are. Like
most intelligent young adults, when we were given a question
we couldn’t answer, we approached our moms for advice.
Both of our moms have witnessed firsthand how Camp has
changed us, after each and every summer, as well as over our
many years of being here.
JONAH: First I’ll read what my mom wrote to me, “You left
for your first time at Camp at the age of seven. A mixture of
excitement, awe and fear. I returned to find a boy full of
excitement, filled with stories and eager to show me everything
you had done, seen, eaten, etc. I asked gingerly about
whether you might like to come back next year. You looked
at me as if I were a bit of an alien, “Of course!” I always knew
that no matter what was going on at home or at school, all
was right at Wenonah. Each year you came home with newfound maturity, skills and emotional intelligence. One year
you eagerly came home and set the table for dinner, asked to
wash the dishes and sang songs from Camp. You come home
each year from Camp and I see you as someone who is
settled. You are so centered in your mind, body, and soul.
Last year in POLARIS, you had just returned from your Algonquin
trip, so exhausted. I listened to your incredible tales and the
challenges you faced, but you pushed through. You then said
to me, “I feel really good about myself,” and smiled. I know
at that moment that everything was right in the world. What
can I tell you about you and Wenonah? It is your home
away from home. A place of acceptance, love, learning,
encouragement and growth. A place of beauty and spirit. I
am so happy to have been part of it through you! Love, Mom
CELIA: Now my mom’s letter to me, “I’ll never forget the day
you skipped off the bus after your first month at Camp
Wenonah, and came running up to me and said, “Mom, I
have the best friends and most of them live in a place called
Oakville.” Fourteen years later, your Camp friends are still
the love of your life. Throughout your time at Camp, I have
seen your confidence bloom. I have seen the way Camp has
shaped you into a strong, positive thinker. Each summer, you
came home from Camp with a long list of accomplishments;
weeklong canoe trips, swimming badges, learning not to be
terrified of spiders, paddling techniques...this list is endless.
Your creative and imaginative thinking developed at Camp.
You learned how to run programs, swim docks, run a kitchen,
help a homesick child. These skills allowed you to get into
Queens University and to find your career path. You learned
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at Camp that determination and hard work are the steppingstones to success. I am intensely proud of you. You live life
full of enthusiasm. You know how to feel joy. You know how
a morning dip invigorates you. You see with colour. You
know how to love. You know how to challenge yourself. You
appreciate nature. You are rugged. You are a strong female.
You are a leader. Your fourteen years at Camp Wenonah have
shaped you. Fourteen summers at Camp Wenonah have
opened the doors to the wondrous adventures ahead of you.
I love you,” Mom
JONAH: Our parents have seen the big picture of how
being at Camp has positively impacted our characters, but
what they haven’t seen is how the seemingly small, day-to-day
occurrences at Camp have contributed to how special Camp
is to us. For Celia and myself, the meaning of Camp is in the
moments. Whether it is watching people’s faces light up as
your canoe lights the Burning W...
CELIA: ...the moment of anticipation before the winning
Wenonah Games team is announced...
JONAH: ...the feeling of accomplishment paddling past the
canoe docks after the Mickle Island Canoe Race...
CELIA: ...a silent sunrise paddle...
JONAH: ...or simply a kind hug from a friend, each moment at
Camp is indescribable to those who have never experienced it,
but to us, affirms that we are a part of something truly special.
CELIA: Camp is a place where we can step outside of our
comfort zones. Only here, do we feel safe enough, guarded
by the knowledge that even if we fall, the safety blanket
that is our staff and peers, will catch us. Camp is where we first
formed true friendships independent of our parents’ involvement.
While this is an important milestone for most, making friends
at Camp is no great feat, since sharing the Camp experience
is grounds enough to form a strong bond.
JONAH: Camp friendships are exceptional, in that no matter
how far apart you live, or how long you go without seeing one
another, when you are reunited, the friendship picks right back
up where you left it. Camp is where we built confidence. It
is here that we overcame our fears and realized that we are
much more capable than we believe ourselves to be.
CELIA: At Camp we learned the true feeling of belonging,
and we know that even when we leave Camp, it never leaves
us. So, what does Camp mean to us?
CELIA & JONAH: It means everything.
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WENONAH 20/20:
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS WITH
20 EVENTS IN 2016!

W

e’re looking forward to our 20th anniversary
celebrations in 2016 and many familiar Wenonah faces are
already hard at work planning and preparing for a banner
anniversary season.
Celebrate Wenonah 2006 Co-Chairs Liz (Mossington)
McClounie and Jason Monteith return as Wenonah 20/20
Co-Chairs. And they are being supported by dozens of Camp
leaders who will be assuming key roles with the 20 events.
A sneak peek at just a few of the events planned for 2016:
• Several alumni events including an alumni build project
onsite and dinner cruise on the Wenonah II.

• Wenonah Online:

a) Camp Slideshows by era.
b) Wenonah Wednesdays each Wednesday all year.

• A brunch honouring 20 years of Camp Nurses.
• A new Wenonah Games shirt design contest with the new
shirts ready for Summer 2016.

c) Where in the World at Wenonah?
Photo scavenger hunt online.
• Noted author and Wenonah Honorary Director Catherine
Ross will be writing a 20 year retrospective.
• To celebrate our very rich international camper and staff
history, we’ll be taking pictures around the world with
Wenonah flags specially created for the 2016 season.
• Songwriting, photography and short story contests that will
highlight various aspects of the Wenonah experience.
• A community service project that will encourage us to
“give back” to a local community.

• The Wenonah Foundation Golf Classic honouring
Simon Wells.
• On Stage at the Stockade. A Summer Concert Series for
campers, POLARIS, WCITs and staff that will bring back
some of our most accomplished singers and musicians.
• Recreating the “Best of” Theme Days during Summer
Camp.
• “118 and back” Camp Wenonah Fun Run.
• A Gala Evening set for late Fall 2016.
• Wenonah’s BIGGEST ever Campfire program. Set for late
Fall 2016.

And much, much more!
Watch for details beginning late 2015. The Wenonah
website will also go live January 1, 2016 with a new 20/20
section.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: WHAT ARE THEY DOING NOW?

L

AURA NICKERSON

I (now Laura Hopper…got married in October!) have
started an Irish dance school in Halifax with fellow dancer
Rebecca Chapman. Rising Tide Irish Dance Academy offers
recreational and competitive Irish Dance lessons to students
ages four and up. Our vision is to build a community of
passionate and skilled Irish Dancers, and their families,
committed to exemplifying the Rising Tide values and
elevating the profile of Irish Dance in the region.
Students will learn from two highly qualified, engaging
instructors committed to helping each student reach their full
potential through goal setting, motivation and feedback. As
part of the Rising Tide community, students are encouraged
to actively participate in each class, support the development
of their fellow dancers, and take advantage of each other’s expertise. Our goal is to make each and every class challenging,
educational and fun! Classes start January 10, 2015 in
downtown Halifax. To find out more about Rising Tide, please
visit our website: www.risingtideacademy.ca.
Camp helped shape the dance teacher I am today. At Camp I
learned everything from lesson planning, to motivating (and
entertaining) kids, to dealing with difficult personalities (of kids
and parents alike). Because of Camp, I am more patient, more
adaptable, and better prepared for this exciting challenge.
Camp also inspired the community Becky and I want
to create within our dance school - a welcoming and
supportive environment that encourages our dancers to chase
their biggest goals.

M

ARLEIGH AUSTIN

Last March, I found myself facing an unfamiliar twist on a
rather familiar situation. There I stood in front of a group of
wide-eyed and cautiously curious kids with whom I would
be working for the next six months, unable to make a sound
– a rare occurrence in my life. They stared up at me as if I
were a ghost – and given that I had only just emerged from the
obligatory hibernation that accompanies a Canadian winter to
find myself at a set of schools in the rather balmy South African
countryside, they might not have been too far off the mark; I
was rather translucent.
There we stood, though, they as foreign to me as I to them.
While I hailed from a frozen wilderness, they lived in a region
of South Africa still battling to escape the insidious legacy of
Apartheid. The community where I was to live and work for
the next six months ranked in the lowest poverty quintile in the
country and had one of, if not the, highest HIV prevalence
rates on the continent. Over half the kids in the area hailed
from child-headed households and their homes lacked both
electricity and running water. But at that moment, all I could
think of was that I needed to find a way to break the ice with
these soon-to-be students of mine.
Now, I’ve played enough rounds of Camouflage outside of the
Willow cabin on the first day of Camp to know the importance of a good icebreaker. Given that they didn’t speak a
word of English and my isiZulu – their local language – was
“rusty,” the repertoire of get-to-know-you games I had learned
at Wenonah was failing me.
But if my time at Wenonah – a camp that welcomes people
from every corner of the world – has taught me one thing, it’s
that “The Penguin Song” has international appeal. So without
reflecting on the fact that penguins aren’t exactly native to
South Africa, I stuck my chin out and led a colony of waddling kids around Simba’s backyard – and boy did it do the
trick. That initial exchange was the first of many and when, six
months later, I left having learned more from them than they
could ever learn from me, I took small comfort knowing that
I had expanded their English vocabulary by at least three
words: penguin, flipper and waddle.
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ESSE SIT

G

REG BROWN

I currently work as a pilot
involved with overseas
contracts in Africa. We have
different customers across
the continent however the
majority of our flying is on
behalf of the United Nations.
We help move a variety of
personnel, such as Peacekeepers and Medical staff, in
and out of UN bases spread
throughout various regions. I
love my job, it has been an
informative, rewarding, and challenging experience!
Since leaving the Wenonah staff team in 2006, Camp has
continued to influence and help my career. As a staff member
at Camp, you are a part of a team that wants to make the most
out of a Camper’s summer experience. These days, I am part
of a team that safely brings passengers from one place to
another. Camp was my first long exposure to the importance
of individuals and departments working together towards a
common goal. Starting my career as a pilot with that mindset
already well engrained, was truly invaluable. I continuously
rely on the skills I gained from working at Camp and trust that
they will continue to help me throughout my professional and
personal life.

Reflecting on my summers at Wenonah it becomes extremely
clear how my experiences at Camp played a huge role in
where I am today. After completing my Bachelor of Science
at the University of Guelph, it was the skills I learned at Camp
as a leader, team player and positive thinker that made me
confident in my decision to attend teachers college. I graduated
from the Ontario Institute of Studies in Education in June 2012
with a passion for education and inspiring people to learn, a
concept I first understood at Camp while teaching kayaking
and canoeing on the waters of Clear Lake.
At this point I began to research and reflect on how young
minds learn today. Every student I was teaching was so invested
in technology that I knew education had to adapt to become
an online experience. At this point my partner and I decided
to start a YouTube channel called AsapSCIENCE. We wanted
to use our passion as scientists and artists to create concise
weekly animated science videos answering questions from
“Does Being Cold Make You Sick?” to “What if You Stopped
Going Outside?” We have now amassed over 3 million
YouTube subscribers, over 300 million views and our first
published book will be coming out in March 2015. I owe a lot
of my success to Camp; it is where I gained the confidence to
be myself which allowed me to follow any crazy idea I may
have had, and most importantly, it is where I first understood
that teaching and learning together can be one of the most
powerful things in the world. Thank you Wenonah.

E

LLEN THOMAS

It's hard to believe how long
ago it was that I worked at
Camp Wenonah! So much
has happened since that
time - our move up to the
Yukon, 5 beautiful children,
our adventures in homeschooling and the growth of
our own business - "Equinox
Outdoor Learning Center"
(http://www.equinoxyukon.com).
So much of who I am today has just continued to grow from
that seed which was planted the first year I went to Camp; my
love of outdoor activities, being surrounded by children and
working together with others. I feel so lucky that together
with my husband Chris Gishler, I was able to continue with
a lifestyle that felt so natural to me. For the past 11 years, the
growth of Equinox has allowed us to expose so many groups of
children, youth and adults to adventure based activities in a
safe and structured way. We hope that our programs help to
build stronger and healthier communities, just the way
Wenonah has continued to do since that very first opening
year when I worked there!
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L

ORRAINE SUGAR

J

AN VIETH

The past five years have
been a whirlwind! Recently,
I returned home to Toronto
after living and working in
Washington DC for the past
five years. I worked at the
World Bank, a large international development organization, on projects related to
climate change and cities.
My job required a lot of travel, mostly to Brazil, and I had
the chance to use my skills in engineering to help city
governments with environmental strategies. My favourite
project was with the City of Rio de Janeiro, which is a beautiful
city where the city officials are passionate about growing their
city forests, conserving energy, and reducing pollution.
This September I started a PhD in civil engineering at the
University of Toronto. I was awarded a Vanier Canada
Graduate Scholarship, a prestigious award based on leadership.
Now, I am studying in more depth how city governments can
use technology to reduce carbon pollution and develop
environmental strategies.
I use the skills I learned at Camp every day! Camp taught me
how to work in teams, how to be creative, and how to
problem solve. Most significantly, Camp taught me to be
courageous and challenge myself. At Camp I learned that
mistakes - like tipping a canoe, missing an archery target, or
ruining your pottery in the kiln—are not the end of the world.
Sometimes you just need to pick yourself up and try again.
Learning this courage at an early age has given me confidence
to take risks in my career as an adult; for example, working on
a new project, approaching a new mentor, or applying for a
competitive scholarship. Just like at Camp, even when you
don’t succeed, you always learn something that helps you the
next time around!

After two summers in the
United States, I decided
some years ago to come to
Canada, spending two
terrific summers at Wenonah.
Challenged especially by my
outtrips, where Willy as my
trip director and good friend,
tried to send the only
German with no canoeing
experience on a let’s say, bit of a more difficult canoe trip.
Portages every couple of metres and horrible weather showed
me how great kids and I could beat any challenge, and how
cool they were growing together as a team. This was the main
point, why at my camps in Europe, we introduced the
“Hike” a multiday experience with (depending on age)
great challenges hiking through the Bavarian countryside.
All these great experiences with the safety of a good camp, I
wanted to introduce 13 years ago to Germany, where I set up
a camp just as my new “hobby.” Now it is a really cool job. I
have about 25 different camps all over Europe with kids from
40 nations and staff from more than 20. Wherever I go it is
amazing seeing how everyone gets along even if religion,
language and culture are so different. All this because of
Camp. I am really proud that Camp Adventure became my
real life job and that some good old Camp friends from
Wenonah like Daniel Macias or Jeff Willis are still connected
and helping me make my camps better every year. I would
love to have some more Canadian children and staff come
over to Europe as well. All the Best - especially to all
Dawaaaaaaas – Jan, the jolly german giant!

D

AVE ZARUM

Working as a sports journalist has been an interesting and challenging opportunity.
Since joining Sportsnet magazine prior to its launch in 2011, I've written a wide range
of features and profiles from some of the most interesting characters in sports. It's been
a blast at times and a challenge at others, and every step of the way I'm reminded of
and value the experiences Camp has provided me. I'll never be as nervous and
anxious interviewing legends of the game as I was on my first day at Camp as a kid.
I'll never shy away from hard work after learning to power through a long portage on
trip. And if I ever get that same feeling of accomplishment as I did from helping a
homesick camper get through the day, I can be happy knowing I did a good job. I love
A sample of Dave Zarum’s journalistic work
where my career is taking me. Almost as much as I loved Camp.
for Sportsnet
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PASS THE MUSIC ON

T

his past November Camp Wenonah
participated in the Pass the Music On
event at CBC’s Glenn Gould Studio in
downtown Toronto. Pass the Music On is
organized to benefit the “Kids in Camp”
registered charity, which raises funds to
help provide children with a summer
camp experience who would otherwise be
unable to make the financial commitment.
Kids in Camp works exclusively with the
Ontario Camps Association, and since
2008 has helped send over 1000 children
to camp.
The theme for this year’s Pass the Music On
event was “Campers Have Talent,”and
Wenonah was fortunate to be selected as
one of seven camps to submit a camper act
to participate in the competition. Camp
Wenonah’s submission was a song used
in this year’s August’s Canoe Ballet,
performed by an ensemble musical
collection. The camper performers involved
were:
Adam Pain
Bella Larsen
Laura Raposo
Chelsea Brecher
Chris Moher

Bryan Mills
Isabelle Aicklen
Jessica Mathieson
Sophie Collins

The campers were assisted by staff members
Callum Faulds, Jack Tillmann, Geoff
“Rudy” Williamson, and Kevin Smith. A
special thanks to long time staff member
Celia Saunders, who acted as Wenonah’s
lead organizer and correspondent for the
event.
The event was a huge success in all regards,
raising over $42,000 for the Kids in Camp
Charity.

WENONAH FOUNDATION
GOLF CLASSIC
Each year, the Wenonah Foundation Golf Classic raises funds to
send children to Camp. In 2014 we were once again thrilled
with the support from our Camp community and friends as we
enjoyed another great day of golf, laughter and raising money
for a wonderful cause.

Our thanks as always to those that donated prizes and
offered support to the day:
$25,000 HOLE IN ONE CONTEST
FOW (Friends of Wenonah) Alumni Group
HOLE SPONSORS:
#1 The Blair Family
#2 Red D Solutions Inc.
#3 Pat & Bruce Schaefer
#4 Larry & Deb Forsyth
#5 M & C Contracting
#6 Mark & Shannon Brick
#7 FOW Alumni Group
#8 The Bradshaw Family
#9 Think Muskoka

#10
#11
#12
#13
#14
#15
#16
#17
#18

Liz & Brandon McClounie
Fletcher Creative
The Brewer Family
Future Campers Mara & Kate Lander
Tri-M Promotions
Jill Dundas
Health Team at Camp Wenonah
The McOuat Family
The Grant Family

AUCTION & PRIZE DONATIONS
Mike & Caron Brick - M & C Contracting
Nancy Vandenbergh
Pat & Bruce Schaefer
The Grants
Jon Westover
Rona Lansing/Burlington Store
Duncan Bull
Chris Park/National Importers Canada
Bradshaw Family
Richard Dowsett
Mike Butler
Steam Whistle Brewing
Josh & Maia Bradshaw
Dan Sadler
Jack Tillmann & Family
Geoff Knott
Shealyn Clare-Bradshaw
Lauren Hill & Chris McCulloch
Tennis Canada-Rogers Cup

And many others!
INDIAN WELLS GOLF CLUB
Special thanks to Mark Goulet (Director of Golf) and his staff for their
professionalism and support and to Mike, Tara and the staff of Millcroft
Catering for a terrific dinner meal!
TOURNAMENT SUPPORT
Our Tournament Committee – Josh Bradshaw (Chair), Mike Stewart,
Cam Rowlands, Rory Poole, Caron Brick and Jeff Bradshaw.

Special thanks to Tournament Hosts Caron Brick, Pat Schaefer,
Rianne Barette, Oliver Gatalo, Nancy Vandenbergh, Gwen Neizer,
Jane Ciordas and Shannon Prouty for all their efforts towards
another successful golf tournament!
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS
OF OAK-A-LEA: 1965-2015
by Barb Janicek
When Graydon was at university, he started to get the idea
for the camp. “In phys-ed I had as an instructor Kirk Whipper,
who was well-known in camping. He was the coach of the
wrestling team. He tried to talk several of us into coming and
working at his camp in the summer time. We came up with
the idea [for Camp Oak-a-Lea].” The Boyes family owned
property near Vankoughnet and were trying to decide what to
do with it. The idea of a camp “appealed to my dad and
uncles who were experienced in construction, and they’d
have no trouble building the camp, but they knew they
needed someone to run the program.” Graydon finished his
university degree in Physical Education, and became a high
school teacher. He met Irene in 1963, also a teacher, and
married her on August 22, 1964.

I

t was just over 20 years ago when Irene Boyes met up
with a man wandering along the road to a deserted Camp
Oak-A-Lea on a quiet fall day. It was Jeff Bradshaw, who had
come in to have a look at the property he’d heard might be
available. The site itself was only being used for the occasional
church group rental and family gatherings, so when Jeff
expressed interest in purchasing the property to run it as a
children’s camp – in the same year that the longstanding
rental group announced they weren’t returning – the Boyes
family knew it was meant to be.
Before the Camp Wenonah that we know and love existed,
there was Camp Oak-A-Lea. In June of 2008, Barb Janicek
sat with Graydon and Irene Boyes, the owners of the site and
property, as they told some of their favourite memories, so
that they could be recorded for posterity. Their story is part of
Camp Wenonah’s history. And Camp Wenonah is a part of
theirs.
The Boyes family has deep roots in Vankoughnet and the
Muskoka community, having begun homesteading in 1877.
The saw mill was established a few years later, and five
generations of Boyes boys have worked in the lumber
business. Graydon lived in the house built by his great
grandfather until he was 8 years old. They lived “a pioneering
lifestyle” - no electricity, no plowed or paved roads, no
plumbing or running water. He grew up where you read by
coal lamp, or if you went out to the barn you took a lantern.
The rural pioneering lifestyle that Graydon grew up in
influenced the activities that were offered at Oak-A-Lea in
the 1960’s.
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The Boyes’ started to build the camp in the summer of 1963,
in the off-season of the mill. The Lodge was erected first so
that they could work inside it when the cold weather came.
There were no real plans or blueprints for the Lodge,
Graydon’s father just worked it out in his head according to
the snow load. He was good at that kind of thing. There was
no power at the camp at the time, so all cutting of posts was
done with a cross-cut saw. “Later on, when we started with
the framing of the cabins, we pre-cut everything from the
studding and the rafters for the campsite. And then in the
wintertime, on the ice, we’d use horses that were part of the
logging operation,” to haul the wood across the lake.
It took two years to get the camp to the point that it had, as
Irene says, “the barest minimum.” They were ready to open in
1965. In the beginning, they rented the site out. They always
liked dealing with rental groups, small and large. That way,
they could make enough to cover the mortgage payments.
The first group was from Knox Presbyerian Church, in
Toronto. There was an Irish youth worker who ran a program
for inner city kids. “I knew the director from when I was
in residence at Knox College. He was keen on camping,”
Graydon explained.
Getting ready for that first group, and the 100 kids who would
be coming in, was one of the most rewarding experiences
they had, especially in retrospect. They worked right up to the
last minute. And there was a definite feeling of “can we manage it?” When the two big Greycoach buses came in, that
made it real. They realized “this is really going to happen.”
1966 was the first year of the program that Graydon and Irene
ran as a camp themselves. They rented a bus and brought
boys up from Toronto for a winter weekend. “We had a maple
syrup bush, and toboggan run contest, snowmobiling – wore
them right out. At the end of the day, we took them in to the
camp on a sleigh and had a big turkey dinner, and everyone
slept in the dining hall on mattresses with the fire place and
two big barrel-type stoves.” The promotional winter weekend,
and “bring a friend” concept, worked. They got some of those
campers back in the summer..

PAGE • TWENTY

Camp Horizons was one of the long-time rental groups, using
the Oak-A-Lea site for about 20 years. Canadian Sunday
School Mission ran their camp in the early 1990’s for 5 years.
They were going to leave and build their own camp, but it
never happened. That’s why the site was available in 1996
when Jeff came along. Graydon and Irene were wondering
what they’d do if CSSM didn’t renew their lease but “then this
fellow comes back. It was one of those coincidences. Every
time we thought the situation was dire, it worked out. We
weren’t making money, let’s put it that way. Part of our story
is that Jeff appeared out of nowhere! It was really meant to
be.” That’s a pretty big part of the Boyes’ family story: hope
and faith.

Camp Oak-a-Lea became an affiliate member of the Ontario
Camping Association in 1968. They became accredited in
1969, and remained accredited for the whole time they were
running their own program. They ran their boys’ camp
program in July only – two 2-week periods, although many of
the boys stayed for the full month. The age range was from 716 years. In August they leased the camp out to rental groups.
Despite his education and Phys.Ed. experience, Graydon had
never actually worked at a camp. So, for the programs, they
just did things that they thought of, were interested in, and
figured that kids would be interested in. For example, they
offered “pioneering.” Graydon’s idea was he wanted kids to
have an appreciation for the early logging and pioneering
tools. He called it axemanship, and had the kids constructing
bridges over the walkways, showed them how to sharpen
axes, make paddles. They built trails. They had competitions
with cross-cut saws. The kids really enjoyed it and took it to
heart.

As it turned out, Jeff was really serious about the camp. He
had the same enthusiasm at the beginning as they’d initially
had, and they wanted to see the camp remain “for children.”
They talked philosophy with Jeff from the start and, because
they held such similar views, they felt good about it. They felt
a kinship with him. They loved that “nothing seemed to be an
obstacle for him.”
50 years later, and the original vision of a summer camp being
run on the site of Clear Lake holds true. For the thousands of
campers and staff who have made memories, at Oak-A-Lea
and at Wenonah, we owe a debt of gratitude to Graydon and
Irene for taking the risk to start building something so special.
“Well, I’d certainly do it all over again,” Graydon said in a
2008 interview. “I’ve made mistakes and tried to correct them,
but I’ve thoroughly enjoyed it.”

“It was all starting to take hold…” but then… 1972. Too many
things happened all at once. Graydon’s brother Neil passed
away from cancer. He had 5 children, the youngest one was
two years old. Graydon and Irene had young children of their
own. Another brother, Malcolm, decided to join his fatherin-law’s business. So Graydon was left with the camp on a
full-time basis, and his parents were ready to retire and were
counting on someone carrying on with the saw mill and
construction business.
1972 was also the year of the ground clearing for the
campground next door. So, in order to keep the camp, they
decided to discontinue running the summer program, and
moved to just leasing the site out. In all, they had run their
boys program for 6 years. Graydon still had to maintain the
property. “In the case of the camp, over the years, we had
people come in to lease it and they would be amazed at the
condition it was in for having been built in 1964, but it stayed
that way because you had pride in the buildings and felt it
was important.” The Boyes did a lot of work in between
groups, to keep it meticulous.
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LIZZIE SARJEANT
- 2014 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

I

SCHAEFER SCHOLARSHIPS

S

ince its inception, Camp Wenonah has been
nurtured by a large number of people who have
worked passionately towards providing the very best in
program, leadership, service and facility. Two individuals
who have contributed greatly to Wenonah are Jeff’s
parents, Patricia & Bruce Schaefer.
Over 50 years ago, Pat founded the Burlington Dance
Academy in Burlington, Ontario and until her recent
retirement, was the Director of one of the most
acclaimed schools of dance in Canada. Bruce spent
most of his career with Valley City Manufacturing in
Dundas, Ontario where he rose to be Vice President of
the company. Over the years, Pat and Bruce have provided
sage advice and counsel and have demonstrated their
commitment to Wenonah in many practical and
meaningful ways. In 1998, Pat made available the
space for Wenonah’s Main Office on Commerce
Court in Burlington and redesigned the office for the
use of the full-time administrative staff. Bruce travelled
to Camp for many years and undertook the task of
building new bunks throughout Camp. Pat and Bruce’s
ongoing devotion to Wenonah has been inspirational.

n 2002 Lizzie first attended Wenonah
as a camper. At that point there was no
knowing the impact that she would have
on Camp. She returned each and every
year, including as a POLARIS in 2007
and a WCIT in 2008. She joined our staff
team in 2009 as a Junior Counselling
Staff, returned in 2010 as a Counsellor, in
2011 as a Program Specialist, 2012 as the
Media Area Head, 2013 as one of our
Section Directors, and this past summer
as one of our WCIT Directors. She was also a member of our Spring
and Fall Outdoor Centre staff teams in 2013.
Lizzie has stepped into some of the most demanding roles at Camp
and has always done so with a smile. Lizzie’s positivity is endless.
She never allows herself to stress out over anything, or at least never
allows it to show. Those who know her well sometimes joke about
Lizzie not paying attention to her surroundings; however, the truth
is that Lizzie is amazingly perceptive of the emotions of all of those
around her, and excels at making everyone’s day a little bit brighter.
There is never a job assigned to Lizzie that isn’t done to the highest
of standards. Lizzie is reliable. Lizzie is thorough. Lizzie is positive.
But most of all, Lizzie is a friend to all and anyone who needs one.

To honour their significant contributions to Wenonah,
the Schaefer Scholarships were created. Over the
years, Scholarships have been awarded to Maia
Kurzawinski and Brendan Beamish (2003); Lorraine
Sugar, Will Stratton and Jon Woolley (2004); John
Hollingshead, Pam Sidey and Mike Stewart (2005);
Kaleigh Fendley, Matty McEvoy, Jenn McKye and Jesse
Sit (2006); Matt Burke, Andrew Cohrs, Marie Eve
L’Anglais and Craig Mitchell (2007); Lindsay Babcock,
Josh Bradshaw, Shannon “Max” Murray and Sam
Wood (2008); Alex Campbell, Steve “Moe”
LeMesurier, Andrea Mager, Cam “Gord” Rowlands
and Chris “Gary” Williamson (2009); Anthony “Bootsie”
Best, Greg Brown, Emma Pickard, and Dan Sadler
(2010); Janette Downie, Laura Faulds, Miriam Heavenrich
and James Parry (2011); Fraser “Tito” McOuat, Shannon
Senyk, Tanya Springer and Geoff “Rudy” Williamson
(2012); Rianne Barette, Brittany Shelly and Kevin
Smith (2013). A $1,000 prize accompanies each
Scholarship. There is a plaque in the Main Lodge at
Camp honouring each Schaefer Scholarship recipient.
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CELIA SAUNDERS
- 2014 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

C

elia first attended Wenonah in 2001 as a camper, and has returned to Camp every year since,
including in 2007 as a participant in the POLARIS program, and 2008 as a WCIT. That year she
worked as a Counsellor during our Period 5 program, then returned in 2009 as a Junior Counselling
Staff, 2010 as a Counsellor, 2011 as the Waterfront Director, 2012 as one of the Girls Section
Directors, 2013 as the Wellness Director and this past summer as one of the Program Directors. She
has also worked the past four years of the WEEnonah program, as well as the past four Spring
Outdoor Centre seasons and this past Fall Outdoor Centre season.

Celia is one of the most positive and impactful people you will ever meet, and she uses her
positivity to brighten the day of those around her. She strives to make every moment at Camp not
just an enjoyable experience for campers, but an opportunity to learn and grow. She is tireless in her work ethic and
her desire to improve herself every day. She constantly wants what is best for Camp and will not stop until it gets
accomplished, and that drive and determination to improve the lives of campers will forever be Celia’s legacy at Camp.

THOMAS “RED” SCHENCK

JACK TILLMANN

- 2014 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

- 2014 Schaefer Scholarship Recipient

T

homas, or “Red” as he is
known by most at Camp, has been
a longstanding presence at
Wenonah. He first came to Camp
as a camper in 2003 and returned
each and every of the following
years, completing the POLARIS
program in 2008 and the WCIT
program the following year. In
2009 he took on the role of a
Counsellor during our Period 5 program. He returned in 2010
as a Resource Staff, 2011 as a Counsellor, 2012 as one of our
Introductory Period Assistant Directors, 2013 as one of our
Boys Section Directors and this past summer as one of our
Program Directors. He has also taken on the roles of program
Specialist and Group Coordinator in the past two Spring
Outdoor Centre seasons.
Always ready to lead and be a steady presence amongst the
senior staff, Red clearly demonstrates the need for order and
systems in order to make Camp run and for kids to stay safe
and have the best experience possible. Red has proven that he
is amongst the most versatile staff members we have at
Wenonah. He has taken on a wide variety of roles and has
adapted quickly and seamlessly to each. He is quick to learn
what it takes to succeed at these roles, while keeping an eye
on the finite details. If you delegate a task to Red, you can
always feel secure that he will follow through on what he
promises. Through his leadership style, Red also demands and
succeeds at getting the best out of the people who work with
and around him, a trait that is highly valuable at Camp.

J

ack first came to Wenonah as a
camper in 2002. As a Tillmann,
Jack is a member of one of
Wenonah’s largest ever families.
He returned to Camp year after
year, including as a participant of
the POLARIS program in 2008 and
the WCIT program in 2009. He
joined our staff team in 2010 as
a Resource Staff, in 2011 as a
Counsellor, 2012 as a Counsellor and a POLARIS Director,
2013 as one of our Boys Section Directors, and this past year
as one of our WCIT Directors and a Program Specialist during
our Spring Outdoor Centre season.
Jack is one of those staff members that leaves an impression
on every camper he crosses paths with. He has a knack for
making campers and staff alike laugh and his energy is
infectious. Moreover, he has the rare ability to connect on a
personal level with the entire age spectrum at Camp, and uses
this ability to make everyone at Camp feel welcome and a
part of the Camp community. He embodies everything you
look for in a good leader. He is strong with his peers, patient
and kind with children, and willing to do whatever he can to
help. He may not fully appreciate the impact that he has had
on Camp, but those who have spent time with Jack do.
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SIMON WELLS
FIRST YEAR STAFF
LEADERSHIP
AWARD
Simon Wells, over the past
17 seasons, has contributed
immeasurably to life at
Wenonah. While a fulltime
staff member, he influenced a
great many others through his
example of dedicated service
and commitment. Simon has
also played the central role in evolving our Outdoor Education
Centre to a point where we now welcome thousands of school
children each year during Spring and Fall. And, Simon has been
responsible for the ongoing development and maintenance of our
site and facilities and has overseen significant expansion and
enhancement over the years. Everywhere we look around
Camp, we can see examples of Simon’s vision and talents.
The Simon Wells First Year Staff Leadership Award is presented
annually to a male and a female first year staff member and
acknowledges the significant contributions that Simon has made.
Each recipient receives a personal plaque plus a cash award
of $500. As well, there is now a permanent plaque in the
Lodge highlighting the award recipients.
The 2014 Simon Wells Award recipients are Helena Kita and
Mark McCutcheon.
Here’s what was written about both through nominations received
during the Summer Camp season.

HELENA KITA

MARK McCUTCHEON

- Recipient 2014 Simon Wells Award

- Recipient 2014 Simon Wells Award

Helena first attended Camp in
2006, after returning for several
years as a camper Helena
completed both the POLARIS
and WCIT programs before
joining our staff team for the first
time this past summer. Helena is
a driving force for good; not just
at Camp, but in the world. She is
respected by those she works
alongside and has taken every
opportunity to create lasting
moments for those that she has led. She faces every situation
and challenge not only with a smile, but a determination
and confidence to assure a positive outcome. Whether
anyone else is watching or not, Helena’s level of commitment,
engagement, concern, empathy and desire is so highly
valued by the Wenonah family. Helena is currently pursuing
a degree in Sciences from Queen’s University in Kingston,
Ontario.

Mark first attended Camp in
2004 with his older sister Jessica
(one of this past summer’s Girls
Section Directors). He came
back to Camp year after year,
and completed the POLARIS
program in 2010 and the WCIT
program in 2011. After taking a
few years away from Camp,
Mark returned to Camp this past
summer as one of our Boys
Counsellors. He quickly
embraced the role as a staff member at Camp Wenonah,
and took on every day with an upbeat perspective on life
and continually displayed a tremendous persistence and
passion about being at Camp. His level of engagement and
willingness to help wherever needed proved him to be an
outstanding role model amongst his peers. Mark is currently
pursuing a degree in Business from St. Francis Xavier
University in Antigonish, Nova Scotia.
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SERVICE WITHOUT RECOGNITION

W

e are fortunate to have a special bond with Lord and
Lady Somers Camp in Australia. We have over several years
welcomed both campers and staff from Somers and in turn, a
number of familiar Wenonah faces have made their way to
Somers (just south of Melbourne).
At Somers, the experience is framed by the simple idea of
“service without recognition.” The thought that unselfish
service defines the experience resonated at Wenonah. Joseph
Taylor, a Somers alumni (and staff member at Wenonah
during the 2010 and 2011 seasons) was in touch with Jeff
reflecting on these simple ideals. Joseph is now a commercial
pilot with Cathay Pacific based in Hong Kong. Joseph carries
with him always the concept of “service without recognition”
and sees the merits of this concept in everyday life.
It was during an email correspondence with Joseph that Jeff
was inspired to create a new award to acknowledge those that
maintain the very essence of unselfish service at Wenonah.
A plaque hangs in the Lodge at Camp. It reads simply that
the Service Without Recognition award is “presented annually
to a Wenonah staff member that best exhibits the high ideals
of service.”
The inaugural recipient in 2012 was Associate Director Caron
Brick. In 2013, Caron was present to recognize longtime nurses
Nancy Vandenbergh & Gwen Neizer with the Service
Without Recognition award.
In 2014, Honorary Director Jane McCutcheon was honoured
during a surprise presentation at the August Camp Closing
Campfire. Jane’s history with Wenonah can be traced back
to the mid 1990s when Jane was a member of the
Wenonah Advisory Board. In formal and informal roles
since then, Jane has been an incredible support and example
as Wenonah has evolved and grown.
Jane wrote a special note that was shared at the Closing Staff
Banquet in August. This sums up in so many ways the
great affection Jane has for Wenonah:

It was an honour and a privilege to be able to visit yesterday
and today – to be able to experience for the very first time the
conclusion of the Wenonah Games and the final night of a
summer at camp…to see firsthand the time, the energy,
the effort and the commitment that so many folks gave to
the campfire program, to listen and enjoy the incredible
music – both vocal and instrumental, to watch the artistry of
the canoe ballet, to be part of the candle ceremony, to view
the slide show. This morning was also wonderful – it was very
special to be part of the goodbye circle that touches the
emotions of each and every member of the Camp Wenonah
Community….my list is endless.

My praise for each of you is also endless. My whole life has
been about camp – about trying to help create good citizens
in a safe environment away from the comfort of the family
unit – to try and make the world a better place. I have had
the privilege of visiting camps all over the world, but I can say
that in my experience there is no other place on earth that is
as deeply committed to the values of a camp experience as
Camp Wenonah. My love for Camp Wenonah grows every
time I step foot on the property – every time I see a smile on
the face of a camper or a staff member, every time I am so
warmly welcomed into your community.
I cannot even begin to describe how honoured I am to be this
year’s recipient of the “Service without Recognition”
Award – I was completely and utterly shocked – and – for
once – speechless.
As you move away from camp and back into that great big
world of ours, I know you will carry the spirit and the
goodness of Camp Wenonah with you. I know you will
positively influence the world.
Congratulations on another fantastic summer at Camp
Wenonah.
Typically, in a moment of recognition for her, Jane turned the
tables. Very much the spirit of this award and why we are so
pleased to honour Jane’s many, many contributions to life at
Wenonah.
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THE PATH TO THE FUTURE

I

n September, an email
was sent to all Wenonah
families from Jeff with
news about the changes
taking place at Wenonah
as we move along The
Path to the Future. Here
is an excerpt:

Part of the process of
planning for the future
season(s) is to position our
leadership team for the
evolving responsibilities
that exist with not just the
Summer Camp season but
also our Spring and Fall
Outdoor Education Centre
(combined, we have 7-8
months onsite at Wenonah
each year). As we look to the future, we are in the process of
making some significant senior leadership changes that we
believe will position Wenonah to continue to provide the very
best experience possible to our Summer Camp families and
Outdoor Education Centre participants (students, teachers
and other group participants).
My life in camping began in 1968 when I first attended
Summer Camp and then continued as a staff member
beginning in 1978. I became a Camp Director in 1984. 2014
marked the 31st season since I first became a Summer Camp
Director and it also will be my last in that role. I will be
stepping back from the onsite and daily leadership of Summer
Camp beginning with the 2015 season. It was with mixed
emotions that I sang "Must Be On My Way" one last time at
the end of August Camp this year, but I'm looking forward to
what the future will bring.
My new fulltime role with Wenonah is that of Executive
Director (also a new position for Wenonah). Co-Director
Renata Bradshaw becomes Chair - Wenonah Management
Board. Wenonah's Associate Directors, led by Caron Brick,
remain intact and include Simon Wells, Liz McClounie,
Jason Monteith, Barb Janicek, Mike Stewart and Nancy
Vandenbergh.
As Wenonah's Executive Director, I will be in the position of
overseeing every aspect of the Wenonah experience. This
includes "big picture" mentorship for new fulltime staff; long
range planning including capital development; an active role
in marketing and promotion; the further evolution of both our
Summer Camp and Outdoor Centre experience (leadership,
program, health care, food service, property, administration);
the further development and engagement of our FOW
(Friends of Wenonah) alumni group; the further outreach and
engagement of international Summer campers; and the
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further strengthening of ties with our existing partnerships
(Camp Jumoke, Camp Kivita, Camp Erin and organizations
that send us campers from Spain, Taiwan and China) and
potential new partnerships (there are quite a few).
The wheels have been in motion for much of 2014 preparing
for these changes. We initially turned to Honorary Director
Jane McCutcheon and FOW member Will Stratton (with his
considerable management and leadership experience through
KPMG) to help us develop a framework for change. Jane has
facilitated and led our management restructuring alongside
Renata and myself and we have sought specific and detailed
input from a cross-section of perspectives.
We are pleased to be able to support two new roles at
Wenonah beginning this Fall. We will be hiring a full-time
Summer Camp Director and a full-time Outdoor Centre
Director. The Summer Camp Director will be just that; fully
responsible for all aspects of the Summer Camp experience at
Wenonah. They will become the face and voice of Camp.
Likewise, the Outdoor Centre Director will do the same in
Spring and Fall. I will work closely with and mentor both. My
role as Executive Director will be more limited to certain
onsite tasks and functions and I will be based, along with
Caron, at our Burlington Office during the Outdoor Centre
and Summer Camp seasons in the future.
The candidates for both roles have come (exclusively and
deliberately) from our 300+ FOW alumni group and all have
had extensive experience as Wenonah campers, POLARIS,
WCITS, staff members and also Outdoor Centre senior staff.
The successful candidates will be well positioned to carry on
all traditions at Wenonah.
The picture I've included at the top of this email is there quite
deliberately. It may appear to be a sunset but just the opposite.
It's a sunrise. And just like our first morning sunrise many,
many years ago at Wenonah, I'm excited about a new
chapter being written
when the sun rises on
the 2015 Summer
Camp and Outdoor
Centre seasons.
Finally, I wanted to
thank all of our
campers and families
for their incredible
support of Wenonah
and of my leadership
(in many cases, for a
great many years).
With all best wishes,
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Jeff

I

Between the years of 2008 and 2012
I attended and graduated from the
n late September 2014, we were University of Western Ontario in
so pleased to make the following Media, Information and Technoculture
with a minor in Film Studies.
announcement:

Welcome (back) to our new Summer
Camp Director Geoff "Rudy" Williamson
and our new Outdoor Centre Director
Fraser "Tito" McOuat!
Rudy, as Summer Camp Director, will be
just that - fully responsible for all aspects
of the Summer Camp experience at
Wenonah. He becomes the face and
voice of Camp. Likewise, Tito in his role
as Outdoor Centre Director will do the
same in Spring and Fall.
Rather than doing a "dry" summary of
their respective experience and history
with Camp, we asked Rudy and Tito, in
their own words, to provide a bit of background on their lives and engagement
with Wenonah.
GEOFF "RUDY" WILLIAMSON
- SUMMER CAMP DIRECTOR
I first attended
Camp Wenonah
with my older
brother in August
of 2000, and
have returned to
Camp
every
Summer since. I
returned as a
camper through
the 2005 season
before participating in the POLARIS
program in August of 2006, and the
WCIT program in August of 2007. I first
took on a staff role at Wenonah as a
Counsellor during Period 5 of 2007. Over
the next number of years I took on the
roles of Junior Program Staff, Counsellor,
POLARIS Director, Introductory Period
Assistant Director, POLARIS Tripper and
Boys Section Director before taking on
the full-time role of Assistant Director for
the 2013 season. In addition I took on the
roles of Program Specialist and Group
Coordinator during the Spring Outdoor
Centre seasons between 2010 and 2013
and the Fall Outdoor Centre seasons
between 2012 and 2014. After travelling
throughout Asia and Northern Europe
this past winter, I returned to Camp this
Summer to take on a number of roles
throughout the Summer season.

For me, Camp has always been a family
affair. After attending Camp for the first
couple of years with my older brother
(FOW member and past Assistant Director
Chris "Gary" Williamson), we were
joined by our younger brother Cam in
2003 and our younger sister Carolyn in
2008 (both staff members at Wenonah
this Summer). In recent years I have also
shared my Camp experience with my
niece and nephew Spencer and Riley
Couch. Camp provided us all not only
with the opportunity to grow on a personal
level, but also to grow as a family by
sharing a communal Camp experience.
Undoubtedly, my love and commitment
to Camp has stemmed largely from my
ability to grow alongside my family over
the past fifteen years.
Fifteen years ago when my mother first
registered me for Camp at Wenonah,
there was no knowing to what lengths
Wenonah, and more generally a Camp
experience, would change my life. Over
the past fifteen years I have found an
undying love and appreciation for the
outdoors, I have gained a growing selfconfidence with every passing year, I
have found self-worth, I have made many
of my greatest friends, I have developed
leadership skills that I will hold for the
rest of my life, I have discovered my true
personality and have found my own
voice. It is for these reasons that I am
honoured and excited to take on the role
as the new Summer Camp Director,
because I now understand and appreciate
how a Summer Camp experience can
make a world of difference to a young
person, but also how those experiences
as a child can translate to great things as
they make the transition into adulthood.
The benefits of Camp in my life are
indescribable and unmeasurable and to
be able to play a part in providing those
experiences for a new generation of
young people makes me proud to be
a driving force behind the Wenonah
experience.
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FRASER "TITO" MCOUAT
- DIRECTOR - THE CAMP WENONAH
CENTRE FOR OUTDOOR EDUCATION
I began attending
Wenonah in the
Summer of 1999.
I have attended
each Summer
since, including
the incredibly
rare three week
program at Camp
in 2001. I was a
member of the
POLARIS program in August 2006, and the
WCIT program in 2007. I joined the
staff team in 2008 as a Property Staff.
Over the next five years, I was a Counsellor,
Operations Director, POLARIS Director,
WCIT Director, and I had many roles
during Period 5. Beginning in 2010, I
began with the Outdoor Centre and each
Spring since (and the last two Fall Seasons),
I have been a part of the glorious team.
I began to understand the importance of
leadership and began to foster my love
for Outdoor Education while being a
student leader and Counsellor throughout
the latter stages of my high school career.
Being a summer camper, I was unaware
of the impact and the importance that
outdoor experiences would have on
young individuals. I began to take these
skills and bring them with me as I began
to carve out a career working summers
at Wenonah.
During my time studying at Sir Wilfrid
Laurier University in Waterloo, Ontario
(Bachelor of Arts - English), I had the
opportunity, along with FOW alumni
Rory Poole and Duncan Bull, to coach a
minor hockey team full of children just
learning how to play. It was a special time
where we were able to give back to the
community and teach kids a thing or two
(or three) about everything we knew.
In my spare time I enjoy visiting Goodlife
Fitness (occasionally going inside!),
watching my beloved Maple Leafs,
hitting the golf course (like my beloved
Maple Leafs), and spending time with
friends and family. But most of all, I enjoy
being and working at Camp with all the
different campers and students. I am truly
proud to be able to continue working with
Camp Wenonah and helping to create
out lifelong experiences for everyone!
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THE 2014 WENONAH STAFF TEAM

O

ur staff team does a terrific job of making every moment special for all those who join us at Camp.

A huge number of our staff group return to Wenonah each year. In 2014 99% of the staff team had been at Camp before
and/or had graduated from our WCIT leadership program.
Each staff member has a deep commitment to the Wenonah experience, and works so hard to provide each camper, student,
and visitor a positive and wholesome experience.
The staff listed below worked during our 2014 season with one or more of our programs, including Camp Wenonah, The Camp
Wenonah Centre For Outdoor Education, and Women’s Weekends.

19 YEARS ON STAFF
Jeff Bradshaw
Renata Bradshaw

Miriam Heavenrich
Dan Sadler
Geoffrey “Rudy” Williamson

17 YEARS ON STAFF

7 YEARS ON STAFF

Simon Wells
Liz McClounie

16 YEARS ON STAFF
Jason Monteith

15 YEARS ON STAFF
Caron Brick
Barb Janicek

14 YEARS ON STAFF

Charlotte Aicklen
Marleigh Austin
Christy Faulds
Stu Lawson
Fraser McOuat
Celia Saunders
Brittany Shelly
Kevin Smith

6 YEARS ON STAFF

12 YEARS ON STAFF

Rianne Barette
Jamie Kennedy
Jack Nenniger
Lizzie Sarjeant
Thomas “Red” Schenck
Bronwen Tucker

11 YEARS ON STAFF

5 YEARs ON STAFF

Will Stratton

mattburke
Mike Stewart

Maia Bradshaw
Dan Harrison
Rob Kloet
Susan McClung
Shannon Wilson

10 YEARS ON STAFF

A great friend of Wenonah,
Ted Tiemessen, creates an original
stained glass piece with the Wenonah
logo for our 10 Year Staff recipients
Andrew Cohrs
Oliver Gatalo
Brad Laidlaw
Pat Schaefer

9 YEARS ON STAFF
Emma Pickard
Simon Moses

8 YEARS ON STAFF
Mieke Barette
Justin Deyell
Janette Downie

Original stained glass pieces, depicting
the blue lake and rocky shore so
symbolic of life at Summer Camp, are
created individually by artist Linda
Bennett and presented to our 5 Year
Staff.
Dan Chapman-Smith
Ali Hendrick
Jess McCutcheon
John Ramsay
Erin Roach
Jake Read
Jesse Sit
Leanne Sedentopf
Stephanie Sutcliffe
Jack Tillmann

4 YEARS ON STAFF
Stu Alexander
Hannah Best
Eric Caprio
Jackie Clark
Sage Cryderman
Katie Gibson
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Alex Keillor
Olivia Livingston Flavelle
Adam Loveland
Monika Low
Rebecca Malcomson
Jacqueline McCormick
Gavin McGuire
Nathaniel Moenck
Jared Perlmutter
Max Saunders
Ally Soule
Graham Steele
Ben Waite
Cam Williamson
Sara Wollschlaeger

3 YEARS ON STAFF

Sydney Bradshaw
Emily Coster
Andrew Dell
Callum Faulds
Luis Fernandez Gomez de la Maza
Josh Gibson
Mel Gouda
Haley Oosterman
Maddy Poole
Hannah Rauseo
Mitchell Roper
Liam Rooney
Laura Shaen
Rachel Shaen
Jacqueline Simone
Peter Webster
David Wood
Erica Zucker

2 YEARS ON STAFF
Anna Collin
Geraldine Edwards
Alexandra Kozlov
Maddie Warner
Duncan Callum
Robyn Cavanagh
Hailey Ciordas
Maddy Coville
Brendan Fitzgerald
Helena Kita
Carey LeMesurier
Amanda Mills
Jackie Muru
Maggie Nenniger
Annie Petch
Jamie Poole
Michael Quan
Charlie Schubert
Lauren Schwartz
Maddie Sutcliffe
Luke Van Natter
Alex Waite
Carolyn Williamson
Ian Wiseman

PERIOD FIVE &
WEEnonah WCITs

Each year, a number of our Summer
Camp WCITs join us to offer leadership
with our Period Five & WEEnonah
introductory programs at the end of
August. Special thanks to:

1 YEAR ON STAFF
Nicolas Drees
Dr. Phyllis McCord
Mark McCutcheon
Evelyn Murray
Anthony Samuels
Eden Shaul

Madison Bradshaw
Jack Carlton
Ryan Cogill
Amy Deschamps
Sam Fornasiero
Sean Galway
Ryan Grassi
Rachel Italiano
Logan Jackson
Bella Larsen
Cameron Lawrence
Colin Long
Aiden Marina
Alex McClung
Kora McKeon
Tristen Muirhead
Emma Murray
Parker O’Neil
Adam Pain
Laura Shaughnessy
Emily Shilton
Merrick Sproule
Nick Tatarsky
Jake Thompson
Emma Wilbur
Nick Wlodek
Andrew Young
Lauren Zucker

NURSES

Most parents will tell you that the most important things for their children to
have at Camp are fun and safety. Thanks to each of our nurses for keeping
us all happy and healthy.

13 YEARS

4 YEARS

11 YEARS

3 YEARS

Sue Berlinguette

Franziska Hines

7 YEARs

2 YEARS

Louise Pope-Rhoden Joanna Walenius

Lisa Baker
Gwen Neizer
Nancy Vandenbergh

Carol Blair-Murdoch
Erica Childs

6 YEARS

Mary Sutherland

1 YEAR

Doreen Sauve

5 YEARS

Jane Lowes Ciordas

PAGE • TWENTY-NINE

THE WENONAH WARBLER • ANNUAL 2015

WENONAH FOUNDATION

T

he Wenonah Foundation was established in the late 1990’s to assist families with Camp fees. Funded completely through
the generous donations of current families, alumni and many friends of Camp Wenonah, the foundation provided
financial support that allowed several children to attend Camp in 2014.
On behalf of all of the families that received assistance for their children to attend Wenonah during the 2014 season, we would
like to offer a heartfelt THANK YOU to the Wenonah Foundation donors:
William & Jennifer Abbott
Jeff Abramson
Barbara Anderson
David & Alison Anderson
Jeremy Anderson
& Meredith Graham Anderson
Tony & Suzy Anderson
Anonymous
John & Rhonda Armstrong
Adam & Tina Ashton
Peter Aziz & Kathleen Hanley
Todd & Marianne Backman
Steve & Lisa Baker
Shawn Barker & Jennifer Somogyi
Andre Baumgart & Sara Briggs
Sandeep Bawa & Manisha Burman
Scott Bayliss & Terri Van Exan
David Bell & Heather Ferguson
Peter & Susan Blackwell
Trevor Blakely & Scottie Wildman
Scott Bolsover & Melanie Nissen
Linda Bolton
Martin & Shabira Bopp
Jason Boyes & Jeanette Boersma
Josh & Maia Bradshaw
Suzanne Breton
Mark & Shannon Brick
Philippe & Sophie Broet
Bob Brown & Anne Medlock
Carol Bureau
Marcel Burkler & Lindsey Canham
Cindy Burnham
Tom Burrow & Helen Handfield-Jones
Katherine Burt
Donald & Allison Burton
Kathrin Bussmann
Jaime Cabrera & Susan LaFlair
Joe & Sarah Cacioppo
Peter & Cassandra Callahan
Brian & Kathy Campbell
Dean Campbell
& Rebecca Yates-Campbell
Mike & Holley Canham
Nelson & Elena Cardenas
Hervé & Karina Castella
Daniel Chapman-Smith
& Allison Ahumada
Dan Cissell & Cathy Young-Cissell
Sean & Colleen Chiki

Rochelle Christensen
Andrew Clarke & Betsy Britnell
Grenville & Elizabeth Clarke
Sam Cohen & Nikki Marks
Dan & Diane Colautti
Josh & Jamie Colley
Michael Corbett & Melanie Parkin
Ian Covert & Christina Fage
Julie Cowan
Derek & Andrea Cruickshank
George & Wendy Cuthbert
Bryan & Kim Cuthbertson
James Davidson & Yani Hamdani
Esteban Davila & Camila Mier y Teran
Gord & Kara Davis
Mark Davis & Sue Vernon-Smith
Michel De Lecq Marguerie
& Kathy Pourtangestani
Tom & Andrea DeKay
Peter & Cathy Deschamps
Tyler & Samantha Detz
Brent Diverty & Pamela Hunt
Sally Donovan
Darrin & Josie Dorosz
Janette Downie
David Duncan & Mari Anne Ishii
Mark & Jennifer Dunn
Mark Edgar & Sheila Wisniewski
Gareth & Patti Edwards
Niki Edwards
Rob & Tracy Elder
Jorge Enciso & Cecilia Marti
David & Caroline Erdelyi
Analiza Estrella
Ken Faier & Helga Breier
Heidi Fallows
Tanis Feasby
Carolyn Fenn
Greg Fenwick & Kathryn Billett
Shane Ferris & Ladylyn Gool
Stacey Fitzpatrick
Tracy Fleischmann
Fletcher Creative
Pawel & Janet Fludzinski
Cathy Forrester
Dan & Stephanie Forsyth
Gord Forsyth
Larry & Debra Forsyth
Tim & Shelley Forsyth
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Glenn & Reaghan Fortin
Oliver Gatalo
Barney Gibbs & Tara Inniss-Gibbs
Jon Gilleland & Mary Sutherland
Daniel Girard & Mary Lowe
Doug & Michelle Goff
Jeff & Eva Goldstein
Trevor Goodall
Manish Gosrani
Mary Grant
Francois Gravel & Allison Patrick
Petra Haneberry
Matt & Joanna Harlow
Colleen Harrison
Dan Harrison
Sean & Kim Hayes
Miriam Heavenrich
Lauren Hill
Susan Hopkinson
Mark Humphrey & Stephanie Rallis
Alexander Hunter & Nicole Bisson
Janice Hutchinson
Brett Huttman & Kirsten Culver
George Jackson
& Wendy Reid-Jackson
Stu Jeffries & Anne Kane Jeffries
Robert Johnson & Pauline Chung
Jim & Julie Johnstone
Hunmo Jung & Scarlet Oh
Elias & Vlasta Kapetanios
Brian & Kelly Keegan

Tim & Claire Keeley
Youssef Khalil & Hania Salem
Jason Kinsman & Heather Gray
Alan Kirkpatrick & Shannon Valliant
Fred & Sharon Konyen
Tim Kwan & Michelle Cheung
Esmat & Philippe Lafforgue
Marc Lakmaaker & Heather Grant
John & Jen Lambert
Fairy Tale English Language Centre
David & Diana Lawrence
Nicole Lee
Jim & Laura Legere
Jeff Lennon & Kate Hand
Howard Leong-Poi & Iwan Yang
Lisl Lewis
Sebastian & Karla Lightly
Dave & Tracy Lloyd
Gareth Lloyd & Keelan Miller
Lori Lloyd & Mary Anne Gage
Tommy Lo & Melaney Wagner
Tom & Jennifer Lopinski
Peter Loukes & Karen MacKenzie
Monique Ludlow
Brian Lukshis & Lynne Morrison
Carrie Lysenko
Chris & Cheryl MacDonald
Paul MacDonald & Natalie Robinson
Steve & Emily MacGibbon
Brian & Francesca Mackie
Mike MacMillan & Krista Nolan
Andy Mager
Bill Magner & Louise Won
Una Malone & Tim Carter
Glenn & Susan McClung
Stuart & Karen McCluskey
Jacqueline McCormick
Wayne & Lori McDowell
Matty McEvoy
Duncan McGregor & Carol Farrenkopf
Brian & Nanette McIlravey
Barry & Jennifer McLeod
Fraser "Tito" McOuat
Victor & Tracey Medeiros
Tim & Karen Mercer
Simon & Khalen Meredith
Danny & Heather Mesaric
Jeff & Clare Miller

Jon & Donna Mills
Jason & Tanya Monteith
Brent Moore & Sara Plant
Steve & Kathy Mueller
Erin Murphy & Jeff Barton
Steve Nenniger & Nancy Henley
Greg New & Nancy Kallina
Justin Nodwell & Lisa Godfrey
Jorge Nogueira & Monica Torrado
Joe Nogueira & Ruchi Varma
Sumit Oberai & Marcia McLean
David Ogden & Christina Norris
Edward & Salena Oulds
Andrew & Andrea Pain
Keith Pangretitsch & Justine Soler
David & Kimberly Parchment
Chris & Becki Park
Sam Perlmutter
Matthew & Debra Pickfield
Paul & Barb Pigott
Jay & Kari Pimentel
Geoff Polci & Alana Duggan
Jake & Ashlee Posavad
Jen & Dave Posavad
Robert & Wendy Prouty
Bettina Rathgeb
Steve & Adrienne Rawlinson
Mike Redding & Jennifer Race
Jose Ribau & Heather Bullock
John Riedl & Victoria Littler
Jean-Maurice & Tamara Riviere
Colin & Angela Robertson
Eric & Holly Robertson
Darrin & Susan Roche
Dave Rohacek & Leslie Welch
Janice Rowe
Adrian & Maria Rusu
Jason Ruttan & Tertia Ferdinandusz
Cesare Salvatori & Simona Catena
Nora Sanders
Craig Sansom & Maureen Murray
Celia Saunders
Curtis Saville & Nancy Roy
Bruce & Pat Schaefer
Tom & Jennifer Scheuring
Emily Scott
John & Nancy Scott-Thomas
Kevin & Allison Sebastian
Martin & Christina Semler
Rajen & Parul Shah
Peter Sharp & Gina Gehlert
Michael Sherar & Jane Henderson
Dave & Michelle Shilton
Darlene Silva
Laura Silva
Michael Sims & Stephanie Hodnett
Kent Smallwood & Nicolle Butcher
Alexander & Ruxandra Smith
Jamie Smolka & Nadine Stanley-Smolka
Julia Stephenson
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Graham Stevenson & Jennifer Atkinson
Doug & Mona Stirling
Pat Stoddart
Craig Strachan
& Andrea Brown-Strachan
Paul & Jennifer Syrota
Lev Tarasoff & Dorothee Bienzle
Janet & Andrew Tatarsky
Joseph Taylor
Craig & Maria Telmer
Peter Teti & Jennifer Reed
Francoise Theriault
Vincent Thien & Grace Kim
Steve & Michelle Thoms
Michael & Julie Thrasher
Garnet & Sally Torgunrud
Daniel Tsui & Amanda Chiu
Kevin Turcotte & Lisa Martinelli
Uhlmann Urs
& Judith Rauscher Uhlmann
Boris & Evelyn Uvakov
Lisa Vallar
Harry Van Drunen
& Laura Fitzsimmons
Eric Van Ginderachter
& Myriam Gomez Martelo
Jeff & Fyonna Vanderwerf
Chris Varga & Susan Boyes
Pauline Varga
Dennis Waite & Katherine Swim
Duncan & Maria Weatherston
Scott & Sharon Weigand
David & Sandy Weir
John Whytock & Julie Dossett
Doug Williamson & Linda McKend
Diane Wilson
Daniel Yam & Bernice Tsang
Tom Wollschlaeger & Jan Boxall
Sharon Wood
Cheryl Woodin & Henry White
Karen Wynnychuk
Daniel Yam & Bernice Tsang
Scott Yaphe & Jessica Holmes
Allen Yee & Tetsuko Kaneko
Doug & Marilyn Young
Ian & Deborah Young
Rob Zamuner & Ann Brodie-Brown
Michelle Zorn
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Main Camp Office
1-3540 Commerce Court
Burlington, Ontario L7N 3L7
Phone: (905) 631-2849
Fax:
(905) 631-2850
E-Mail: info@campwenonah.com
Website: www.campwenonah.com

Please return undeliverable Canadian addresses to:

